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INTRODUCTION 


Judged by the general standards of intellectual and character 
measurements, Sidney Rigdon was not a great mane Beyond any question of 
doubt he was “flighty,” very emotional, and mentally unstable. From the 
evidence at hand it appears that at various intervals he suffered ten~ 
porarily from insanity. However, he was an active man, an orator of no 
mean ability, acquainted with the contents of the Bible, and for years 
he was considered a man of importance by many people. 

At most every important period in Rigdonts life one is met with 
amass of controversial literature which makes it difficult to determine 
where he stood on some of the important issues. Moreover, one is handi- 
capped in a study of his activities by the fact that he is still considered 
an apostate by three different churches; and because of this the various 
church historians have been tempted to minimize his work while he wes a 
member of their particular group and at the same time sharply criticise 
some of his actions. Rigdon was a public speaker, but he was not a writere 
Thus, the greater part of the material that has been preserved concerning 
him has come from the pens of those who were hostile towerd him or, at 

least, not sympathetic with his life in general. 

But in.spite of his humble position in Americen Church History, 
and the difficulties in obtaining the facts, Sidney Rigdon is a character 
worthy of attention. During his lifetime he was a preacher in the Baptist 
church; later he was adilasitk  sadguhetod with the founding of three American 
churches, two of which are powerful bodies at the present time. He was 
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we 
one of Alexander Campbell's most capable lieutenants; and perhaps no 
single man wielded so much influence upon Joseph Smith, the Mormon Prophet. 
Rigdon was one of the many unschooled preachers of America's Barly Frontier 
who fed the people “the bread of life." In many respects one sees the 
social, cultural, and especially, the religious life of that period re- 
flected in his life. 

If Rigdon has left anything of lasting importance for the world 
he made that contribution during the fourteen years (1830-1844) he was 
a member and high official in the Mormon Church. Therefore, particular 
attention has been given to that period of his life. 

To understand Rigdon one must keep in mind the general characteristics 
of the religious communities in the sparsely settled districts west of the 
Allegheny Mountains. Whet Dr. Shirley Jackson Case has written about Harly 
Christian times, describes in part the religious characteristicsof Frontier 
America during the first half of the Nineteenth Century; "The sky hung low 
in the ancient world... In Palestine, as elsewhere, the sky was so near to 
the earth that angels traversed the intervening space with the utmost ease 
and in a brief period of time." It was not an uncommon thing to hear a good 
church member relate a supernatural experience "received from the Lorde" I+ 
was a time when many thousands of people site yearning for the "primitive gospel;" 
the words “Reformation,” "Restoration," and “the ancient order of things" 
were in the air. Thousais of people believed in the immediate return of 
Jesus; Ascension Robes were actually sold to pre-Millenarians on sophis- 
ticated Broadway. It was a times when the religious leyman and the pioneer 
preacher read the Bible and believed in it literally; the stories of 


Elijah end Elisha, of the flood, of Babel and the escapades of Samson, of 
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Jonah and the whale, or the immaculate conception and divine Son-ship of 
Jesus, did not trouble their minds or disturb their spiritual equilibrium. 
These stories were all equally true to the religious man of that time be- 
enuee they were found recorded in the “word of God." 
a Besides the general religious characteristics of the day one 

must keep clearly fixed in one's mind the réitelous conceptions which 

were more er less peculiar to the followers of Joseph Smith if one can 

hope to dpapathetioally understand Sidney Rigdon and his work. If it were 
Grub Maat Weave weened Chose te the religious man in general, with the Mor- 
mons it was a reality. To then God was « elorified Men end Jesus Christ 

was his resurrected Son who was in the "express image of the Father's 
Serseda! God appeared to their prophet gion? end introduced his Son 

Jesus, who chen informed the. youthful Prophet that none of the churches 

was right m4 ‘that he oe ‘Snith) was the chosen vessel of the latter days 

to recerteblish Christ's Chureh upon the earth. Jesus appeared, also, on 

‘a few ether peop ihe Mi ‘bagels appeared more e frequently. They vewealed 

the golden ee and “the Urim ‘md Thumm in protected and ‘the biepesse.girca'h 
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volume consists of divine sanctions, commands and general information on 
& great variety of subjects, which range in importence from a command to 
collect a group of hyms to a description of the three degrees of glory 
which are found in heaven. The gifts of heaven were not limited to the 
Prophet only. Others saw angels, heard celestial voices, handled divine 
records, performed healings, raised the dead, and spoke in tongues and 
prophesied, 

Moreover, according to Mormon theology and experience, all was 
not of a divine and heavenly nature which expressed itself in the realm 
_of the supdtnkeuran, Satan was seen; the powers of the Evil one were 
turned loose upon the infant church. Immediately preceding "The First 
Vision,” the Prophet was almost "destroyed" by Satan or his emissaries. 
Devils were as real and personal as were the heavenly messengers. The 
first miracle in the church was the casting out of an evil spirit from 
Newell Knight. On that occasion he was ceught from the floor and tossed 
about in the air by the angry spirit in a very realistic fashion. In 
almost every case where the Mormon missionaries attempted to introduce 
"the Everlasting Gospel," Satan and his fallen angels stood in the way. 
In Englend they fought against the newly arrived missionaries, “who 
gazed upon them for an hour and a half, while the evil ones foamed and 
gneshed their teeth upon us... and (we) heard those spirits talk and 
express their hellish designs against us. lowever, the Lord delivered 
us from them end blessed us exceedingly that dey." Demonical possession 
was not altogether a rare phenomenon. One of the early writers, P. P. 
Pratt, who converted Rigdon,| was left a rather detailed account of the 
symptoms associated with demon possession. 

The genuineness and reality of the spiritual experience enumera- 


ted above have never been doubted by devout Mormons. One will search 
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~5= 
Mormon literature in vain for a "subjective" explenation of any of the 
above spiritual phenomena. It is real and genuine just as a horse is real 
and genuine. poe coo” Mormon missionary system which keeps approxi- 
mately two Sepenekaualedetersane missionaries in domestic and foreign 
lands; the millions of dollars spent on temples, chapels, and church 
schools, eloquently attest the belief of the Mormons to the actuality of 
divine manifestation through the channels of their church. 

(Rigdon was more than an active believer in Mormon claims of 
ibdinaheraliens he had visions, performed healings, and interpreted 
tongues. In short, he was a "Prophet, Seer, and Revelator" of the "Church 
ef Jesus christ of Latter-Day dainis.“/ One cannot hope to understend 
aiden ue any other Mormon leader, whether past or contemporary, if one 
ignores the multiplicity of divine claims set forth by the Mormon Church. 


i, 


Like many enother, Rigdon sacrificed and suffered much for the 


Mormon cause. I believe that in most cases he acted with sincerity, yet 


La 


here and there he behaved in such a manner as to create doubt in the 


reader's mind, © 
| Where I have referred tis his supernatural claims or to those 

set forth by his spideneaes., I have made no dittionh to argue the point 

er offer a possible explanation. To Rigdon and his followers they were 


realities, just as they are still accepted as historical realities by the 


devout Mormon. 
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CHAPTER I 


SIDNEY RIGDON--THE BAPTIST PREACHER 


The Rigdons of Europe have been mainly "“stay-at-home-people," 
and the branch that found its way to America in early pre-Revolutionary 
days has not proved to be prolific. One seldom finds the name in a modern 
directory; American genealogical records throw little light upon the past 
activities of the family; and it is seldom one ever sees the name appear 
in any type or age of literature. 

/ Sidney Rigdon was the youngest son of William and Nawy Rigdon. 
On the siternsl side he was of Mnglish extractions; his maternal ancestors 
came from Scotland and Ireland. His father and mother followed the great 
tide of western migration which resulted from the distressing economic 
condi tidns after the American Revolution. They settled at Piny Fork, 
Peter's Creek, St. Clair Township, Alleghany County, Pennsylvania. Sidney, 
their third son, was born at Piny Fork, Februery 19, 1793. Thus, Sidney 
Rigdon, who was bern in the “way out west" of the late Eighteenth century, 
was a late contemporary of America's first president, the author of the 
Declaration ef Independence, and most of the men who assembled at the 
Constitutional Convention. 

Rigden lived te see America fight her second war with England, 
wrest an Enpire from Mexico, and then go through the desperate struggle 
of a savage civil war. He lived on through the period of national 
reconstruction and witnessed the last wave of American immigration and 
pioneers complete the subjugation of the mighty continent whidh had begun 
on the Atlantic seaboard two hundred and fifty years before. 

| Daring the life of Rigdon (1795-1876) marvelous changes occurred 


in the field of science and politics which have been of tremendous importance 


We 












i ry Re 


* if He ; | ‘ 

ey Bis ie sh ery ae: Wet : jahily th Sird)! BS nay 

* sf gongmanatieemvars” ‘Bat nase ovat es ie ‘he ened i oat : ea AS AMY ey 

Ce AL dS SR 7 ce ee 5 0) y 

eran itickevesloong vase mE aoltork of Sod ‘ate fase? dash ‘ons od baw eis 

CPA WEF amy uth} ih” DBs ieee Pas ub: Ady 

neh on 2 on omen ou ahart sab fon en sothifon od ot isa, ton Bad sel | 

hy Ee, aide hex ne 1 £9 pial 

vRee enis aimee Sig olssis worst abrooe Faotsolseise3 sao buen eekeoeath 
Pe ve wy SES tit ae 

abe amen ost sae Teve Bao sob Loe a th bas risen otis Lo anche Rinks AG H 

ay Wag Wrage ii Ree ae 

seructavedt 0 rsortioey eae? com * as 

4s # vale al RN as cata SN a 

vob ett bne nak ‘km 08 Peano ext enw 083 t Smid . hi 

ee Mee ee tp A ae Le 

arodeeoke Lecrrotaa eit tnoisoersxe atiget 20 enw oi obie Lasting ast ah ae Uhh 












; shawvtze. ne 1 Mae vay 38 a j Ai % 
dseig eh bowol ter xositon baa roast adh sbantord ben baaltert fenthg 2UGO bf, 
Pe Ma A ga sets py ae iF fee. in sa ee, a ae ey, et ‘ 

einoxees ‘guikmeorstaib out sort bot iueet sb iw nokiatg ke anes he bbe 

“a eit bale Fa ; Ny am 

set watt +2 boisves yet “odtulevet sae Proms euit mee : brut a 

1 52 Wie Rrids€ Oe hat 


gona te soisvSiganet cit a0 waa oLde sidered tao 8 





j i 


gon be .e10tE were et erawacet 10 ant te 100 ‘esw ro | 


of Ae ae ia 


edidées stam tga aiel ert ‘to "rn eo yaw" ost ak » ames ear 


auld Yo vetitun esd S05: toe tout ta0ccom to yt 


aan Die ag ; ‘ + Be " é: 
end ba volidavens ih. pewiti omit to ‘teen ba contbcae ‘te a 
wiht bin 4 Het, HA ‘6 oy aa i ay * Be 







th ay, & "he pe ae im ee Bs 





me 
to America and the world in general, but in the great neational and 
international drama of his time he played a very humble parte In the 
civil and political life of his time we see him emerge with the titles of 
"Lawyer" and "Postmaster." At one time Lay nominated by a small 
religious group to be vice-president of the United States. But his interest 
did not lie in that direction, He was far more concerned with the first 
century of the Christian era than he was in the hineteenth century, | At 
heart, he was not of this sored; Whatever material achievements can be 
justly eredited to his activities whether it be the establishment of new 
settlements, encouraging foreign immigration, or the building of temples 
and highways, one is inelined to believe that such achievements were 
incidental, and sometimes accidental so far as his main objectives were 
concerned, Rigdon was primarily interested in the coming of the Lord and 
in preparing a people to receive Him. In his attempt to find the will of 
God he began at en early date to study the eld prophecies of the Bibles 
later he added the Book of Mormon to his Sacred list, then the foctrine 
and Covenants wiich contain the revelations to Joseph Smith; end as he 
advanced in life and experience he had many revelations of his own. 

Sig dwn began life at Piny Creek in an environment comon to that 
of any American plioneer-farmer boy. There was much to be dene, no 
agricultural machinery to assist, and meager v¥otite waiting as the snnual 
reward. Little is known of his childhood and early youth. One of the 
old records nate that be “received a common English education" during 


his youths | iota account, which was written under his supervision, 


vee he continued at home with wa parents; ‘following the occupation of a 
Shine till he was _ Seventeen years of age when his father died; after which 


event he ait tinsiad on the same farm with his mother, until he was twenty=- 


wre 
ew 


six years of age."1 | 
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Most men have their main life patterns formed before they are 
twenty-six, and although direct information is not available there is 
sufficient reason to believe that Rigdon had developed his main bents of 
character before that date. Many years later an older brother, who was 
then a physician, permitted the following to be published about Sidney: 

_When quite a bey,, living with his father some fifteen miles 
south of Pittsburg, he wasthrowm from a horse, His foot entangling in ea 
stirrup he was dregged some distance before relieved. In this accident 
he received some concusion of the brain as ever afterward seriously affect- 
ed his character, end in some respects his conduct...) His mental powers 
did not seem to be impaired, but the equilibrium of his intellectual 
exertions seems thereby to have been sadly affected. He still manifested 
great mental activity and power, but was to an equal degree inclined 
to run into wild visionary views on almost every questions.+ 

Doubtless the modern psychologist would like to know more about 
this accident and its impediate effects upon the boy. Twentieth century 
homicides are saved from the electric chair when it canbe proved that 
they suffered from some similar accident in childhood.“ There is a 
possibility that the above incident described by his brother may be the 
key to many of the extravagent statements he made in after life; and, in 
part, account for those short periods of insanity from which he suffered. 

However, Sidney Rigdon was not a madman, as some have suggested. 
As we shall see, he was a man of influence and power in the religious life 
of those western communities where he resided most of the time. His 
associates looked upon his as a man of superior abilities in the realm 
of intellectual activity. It is only when one pieces together all of the 
strange incidents that occurred over a long period of time that one sees 
this bizarre aspect of his life playing an importent part. Studying his 
life in units of shert intervals one would pay little attention to the minor 


Baptist Witness, March 1, 1875; quoted by Kennedy in Early Days 


of Mormonism, pe 62. 
cCoy in Utah Penitentiary. 
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fantastical element that might appear. But when ene studies his life as 
a whole one has to guard against over emphasizing the sensational and m-~ 
sound because, though always playing a minor role, they continue to appear 
upon the stage in one form or another. 

The biographer is more interested in the early experiences of 
Rigdon which established his main life patterns. While the lad was in 
his early adolescence the Second Great Awakening was still in full swing 
eon the Early Frontier. One would like to know how his parents and older 
associates interpreted the great revival of Kentucky where the fiery 
evangelists preach the word of the Lord to the assembled thousands. Did 
his lecal minister frown when recounting the fact that at these huge 
camp meetings as many as one thousand were slain by the spirit at the same 
time? Or did he glow with religious enthusiasm as he told how "the 
sensible, the weak, etc., learnéd end unlearned, the rich and the poor were 
brought to the ground under convictions."+ One is not left entirely in 
the realm of fanciful conjecture on this subject. Revi valisin was in the 
aire When it was not in action in a comaunity it was at least a subject 
of earnest discussion. Pennsylvania had been a state where broad and 
tolerant views on religion had been permitted from its earliest 
colonial period, thus leaving an open door to the champions of all creeds 
end beliefs, meny of which were strange mixtures of religious, political 
and economic Utopias. 

Regardless of what his home training might have been on the 
subject of religion we know that from an early age Rigdon attended church 
and ied he reached his twenty-fourth ycar he "professed religion” and 


joined the Regular Baptists, a church that considered conversion as one 








Igweet, The Story of Religions in America, pp. 330-51. 


etil otf to lbyda. ike, cou sain 





ou ia Laseistannoa ott elaine hel ii 
tsouie od etald aoe wont lot Yomin 
sostoam + Fe were vom: atingete vst cow 

to score liisgeo Yiise edy at bet eotedmt trvom ia ‘esq igetd ont 
‘ah ew bal ont el tat ehccadh eg eA roma tet fede Enso ao te i Mi 3 m 





getiwe LLe% sei ke isha aon ge tealand, Pnwcee acest oa somoaatoba obtwes at 



















oe aoe —* eh wood wens oe: ral bt le yi hina ae et A ; 
ne | ie ve ae fy. 
ewRe ont va 2b oul “ed. Te otew basavedd eae": ae Yateon. sind | uD 
“oct” wer ates on ge maptenddee aseinixon s3 de wolg oa & 7 | Poms 
etew Teo eit dae Aotioudd. .buercolew baw beoues endo eaheow oa “yout 7 es y 


dah Seed tam Bea: Soni, 8 8a” AM acoite testo: bina fuse 
mde ol ae mate ve, prennenn ‘Ghd 9G Oxenko : 
toetdue, s teeel Ga eae th yo Lounge ait paren 
hae bpowd orosier atate # need baal. 





 Paeil Diao ed Lo stort pent Ae smeed thal 1 
abesis fle to. ssciciinenty sich Bat cy 040 8 


S1H~ 
of its five cardinal doctrines.! Rigdon seems to have had little difficulty 
in receiving the necessary “religious experience" for church membership 
or the gift of speech to relate it before the congregation, for he was 
"a natural born orator." It appears that he referred to his "experience”™ 
too frequently for even that age in which the miraculous and queer were 
ofttimes confused with the divine. In later days Harmon Summer expostulat- 
ed with Rigdon ss to his doctrine and said to him: “Brother Rigdon, you 
never go into a Baptist church without relating your Christian experience. 

Whatever tne opinion of Brother Sumer might have been regarding 
Rigdon's “Christian experience” one feels confident that his pastor, 
David Phillips, looked upon it with favor; because Rigdon left the farm 
the following year and went to reside with Reverend Andrew Clark who was 
a Baptist minister of Beaver County. 

The road was not eonrer arduous to the Baptist ministry of 
that period, During the winter of his residence with Reverend Andrew 
Clark (1818-19) he received his license to preach. In May of the follow- 
ing spring he left Pennsylvania and moved to Warren, Trumbull County, 
Ohio, where he resided at the home of Adamson Bentley, another Baptist 
preacher. Within a short time he became an ordsined preacher, and, 
incidentally, the brother-in-law of Bentley. 3 

The training required of a Baptist minister of that period appears 
in sharp contrast to the requirements of a well-trained Baptist minister 
of the even tkloete centurye In fact the Baptist minister of Rigden's day 


was a sharp contrast to the contemporary Presbyterian, Congregational, and 





ifhe five essential principles are: (a) Separation of church 
end state, (b) Conversion as a condition of church membership, (c) 
Individual responsibility to God, (d) Congregational church government, 
end (6) Immersion as the Scriptural form of Baptism. 


2Kennedy, op. cite, p. 63. 
SHe married Phoebe Brooks 6-12-1820, 
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Episcopal clergymen. However, their lack of training was an asset rather 
than a serious liability, and to some extent accomts for the success of the 
Baptist Church on the Eerly Frontier. The light demands for a trained ministry 
is better understood when one recalls that Pittsburg of that date was little 
more than a country town situated a great distance from Philadelphia and the 
Atlantic seaboard. Jacksonian democracy was soon to reign supreme; “high- 
fulutin-preachers" who read their sermons were out of joint with the western 
spirite 

Granting that Rigdon was a little ebove the average Baptist minister 
of that period,? it still renains that his formal training was very limited. 


In the main, he was a typical Baptist preacher of that period, and they came, 

From the ranks of the people, among whom he was celled upen to 
hold week-day meetings or funerals. He preached on Sunday and not infrequently 
during the week. He generally was without much education, for not only was 
there little opportimity for him te obtain an education, but there was a 
deep-seated prejudice against educated and salaried preachers. 


The experience of early Virginia Baptists in being taxed for the 
support of irreligious and vicious clergymen, whose only recommendation was 
that they received a university education, led them to look with suspicion 
upon the highly educated and to prefer a minister from the ranks of the people 
earning a support by following secular pursuits.ess 


The process by which a frontier preacher was “raised up" in a church 
was about as follows: When a “brother” was impressed that God had called : 
him to preach, he made it known te the church and if, after the church had 
heard the trial sermon, it approved of his "gifts" a license was then given 
him to preach in a small territory, as for instance within the bounds of a 
single church, After further trial, if his "gifts" proved real, and he gave 
further evidence of usefulness as a preacher he was then permitted to preach 
within the bounds of the association. If, on the other hand, his “gifts* 
as a preacher did not seem to improve, he was advised to make no further 
attempts to preachesese There were two types of Baptist preachers on the 
frontier, the "licensed" and the "ordained."5 





lRigdon was. perhaps superior in the field of oratery. 


2oftentimes the Baptist preachers received no pay in this early 
period; sometimes they received support in the form of salt, corn, wheat, 
pork, flour, sugar, tallow, whiskey, and occasionally small cash subscriptions. 


See Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier: The Baptists, pe 37. Rigdon 
received some ata from the churches during his work 7 the Baptist Church, x 
but I have not been able te discover how much it amaunted to annually. 

SSweet, ope cits, pp» 36-40. 
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If the foregoing is a description of a typical Baptist minister, 
then one feels certain that Rigdon coms under that heading. His "gift" 
consisted of a natural bent toward oratory; his general educetion consisted 
of what the country district had to offer in those early days; his training 
for the ministry was little beyond that which he received at the home of 
Reverend Andrew Clark during the winter months of 1818-1819. From the time 
he left the home of Clark, Rigdon had little oppertunity to pursue anything 
approaching formal instruction in the field of religion, and most of his 
associates were like himself--uncultivated men, The exaggerated stories that 
that later arose concerning his education throw more light upon the critical 
judgment or honesty of the nerraters than upon the man Sidney Rigdon. 

Whether one wishes to classify him as educated or uneducated this 
much is certain; He wanted to preach the "true gospel;" he was a good 
wean and in a very short time he be¢ane a popular preacher, He remained 
in the neighborhood of Warren, Ohio, from the spring of 1819 until February 
1822. During this interval he doubtless came in contact with the community 
of Shekers who lived in Warren County. This group of religionists with their 


cleims of visions, healings, revelations, * speaking in tongues, a workable 


system of communism, etc.s, must have deeply impressed him; for in a few years 


hence while striving with Alexander Campbell to "restore the Ancient Order 
of things," and still later when he became one of the leaders of Early Mormon- 
ism, he became a strong champion of all the above principles which were 
advocated by the Shakers. 

During the same time he and his brother-in-law, Adamson Bentley, must 
have watched with great interest the activities of the "Reformers" in the 


Baptist Chruch. Thomas Campbell and his son Alexander who had been born and 





lyeny of the Shaker revelations are preserved in the Western Reserve 
Historical Society. 
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educated in Scotland were disturbing the tranquility of their recently adopted 
church, Apparently Rigdon and Bentley heerd a great deal of the Campbells! 
activities through the church papers, and at the Association meetings, The 
boldness and fighting spirit so manifest in Alexander Cempbell's writings 
and speech would naturally have touched a responsive chord in Rigdon. He 
end Bentley did not wait for Campbell to come to Ohio; they went to him in 
the spring of 1821. Years afterward Campbell recorded the following as his 
reminiscence of the event; 
In the sumer of 1821, while sitting in my protico after dinner, 
two gentlemen in the costume of clergymen, as they are technically called, 
appeared in my yard, advancing to the house. The elder of then, on ap- 
proaching me, first introduced himself, saying, “My neme, sir, is Adamson 
Bentley; this is Elder Sidney Rigdon, both of Warren, Ohide"s. After tea 
in the evening, we commenced, and prolonged, our discourse till the next 
morningsesese On parting the next day, Sidmey Rigdon, with all apparent cean- 
der said if he had within the last year taught and promulagted from the 
pulpit one errop, he had a thousand, At that time he was the great orator 
of the Mehoning Associatioh, though in authority with the people second 
always to Adamson Bentley. I found it expedient to caution them not to 
begin to pull down enything they had built until they had reviewed egain 
end again what they had heard; nor even then rashly and without much con- 
sideration. Fearing they might undo their influence with the people, I 
felt constrained to restrain rather then te urge them on in the work of re=- 
formation.se. They went on their way rejoicing, and in the course of a single 
year prepared the whole association to hear us with earnestness and candor, 1 
Rigdon returned to Varren with renewed enthusiasm to preach the gospel, and 
with a wera spot in his heart for the "Reformation" and "Restoration" ideas 
of Alexander Cempbell which had been imparted to him during that long con= 
ference which had lasted from evening until dawn. However, he did not 
permit the “heretical” ideas to crowd out the five cardinal principles so 
dear to the Baptists, for in February (1822) he enswered a &Call,” left 
Warren, and took the pastoral charge of the First Beptist Church of 
Pittsburge 


Whenever a country clergymen is “called” to take charge of a sity 


: : 
Millennial Harbinger (1848), p.5233; also, Kennedy, opecity pps 64-65, 
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church one is generally safe in interpreting the change as en advancement, 
In 1622 Pittsburg was a small city, but the little villege of Warren was 
fer smaller. Rigdon had taken a step forward in the eyes of his associatese 
| At the time he commenced his labors in that church, and for some 
time before, the church was in a very low stete and much confusion existed 
in consequence of the conduct of their former pastor. However, soon after 
Elder Rigdon commenced his labors there wes a pleasing change effected, for 
by his incessant labers and his peculiar style. of preaching the church was 
crowded with enxious listeners. The number of members rapidly increased, 
and it soon became one of the most respectable churches in that city, and 
all classes and persuasions sought his society. I 
The pleasant state described above was petcdstleiead to last for 
long. Sidney Rigdon soon became “troubled ond perplexed in mind with the 
idea that the doctrines maintained in that society were not altogether in 
accordance with the scriptures." In fact this is the most disturbing ele- 
ment in his entire life, i.e., finding «a society that was “altogether in 
accordance with the scriptures." Within two and one-half years Rigdon 
found himself entirely out of harmony with the Baptist Church. His 
“peculiar style of preaching” caused greater alarm among the faithful in 
Pittsburg than it had among the broader and more easy-going orthodoxy 
found in Warren. Then, too, one suspects that Rigdon was giving too much 
attention to Alexander Campbell and his “liberal” monthly, the Christian 
Baptist, with its catch words "Reformation" and later, "Restoration" and 
to its forward look for better things to come, 
When the Association met at Pittsburg in 1824,"some charges were 
brought against him for not being sound in the faith; brought him to trial, 
but denied him the liberty of spesking in self-defense, and he declared a 
non-fellowship with snadat Another account which was written by Joseph 
oO - 
_ dournel of History, III, Noel, 7e 
* ies a sworn statement by Carvil Rigdon and Peter Boyer, January 27, 1845 
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Smith, and doubtless under the direction of Rigdon, omits the account 
of the Pines af PR a and states thats 
Truth was his pursuit, and for truth he wes prepared to make 

“@very sacrifice in his power. After moture deliberation, deep reflecte- 

ion, and solem prayer to his heavenly father, the resolve was made, 

end the important step was taken. (Augel824)... As he could no longer 

uphold the doctrines taught and maintained by it (Baptist Church). This 

announcement was like a clapp of thunder. /mazement seized the con= 

gregation, which was then collected, which at last gave way in a flood 
of teers. It would be in vain to attempt to describe the feelings of 

the church on that occasion, who were zealously .attached to their bew 


loved pastor, or the feelings of their minister. On his vert it was 
indeed a struggle of. pringiple over affection and ehndrusanae 


Devoid of ell Literary eabellishment, the facts seen to be that Rig= 
gonts * yondier prenthing” brought about a church trial at an ennusl 
‘meoting « of py Aan GOSA TI Mie He withdrew because he honestly felt that 
his style of proeshing was nearer the standards of the New Testament than 
was the doctrine which was ‘chenpioned by the orthodox groupe Moreover, 
chur ok Sy iets generally appear unjust to the one who is disciplined se- 
| webaliy Rig don repeated this experience on two later occasions. The 
pattern is merely betag formed at this time. _ He follows it logically 
spay eon his lifes Moreover, he was not alone in being checkedeup | 
ie for Seabe prenehings "Boon (after 1823) groups of Reformers were to be 
found in panes’ gen) Baptist congregetion in the West."2 
At this time Big don had a wife and three children to supporte 
preeriag with the Spain ont chureh in a comunity where one is well known 
is rerely ere seen’. powers one's economice betterment, end this is ese 
peetelly true 4s am the case of a minister. But when Rigdon made up his 
ind on a question of religion he could not give in even though the con- 
pbunaeead were certain to be egainst his own good end the happiness of 


his family. In this particular case it appears to be a question of prine 





ljournal of History, III, Noel, 7-8. 


2sweet, The Story of Religions in America, pa 545-6 
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ciple with him; later, similar occasions arose wherein one is inclined to inter- 
pret his action as resulting from an innate stubborness that would not admit 

a mistake or receive discipline. 

Whether people liked or disliked his withdrawal from the church, 

they had to admit that he did not run eway from the scene of battle. He 
remained in Pittsburg for two more years earning his living by the sweat of 

the browe Rigdon became a journeymem tanner for his wife's brother, Mr». Brookse — 
If he had remained engaged in this humble occupation he would have saved him- 
self much agony of mind and body, his family would have been spered much sorrow 
resulting from public humiliation, and at times financial distress. But 

Rigdon felt that “woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel,” so he gradually 
pushed out into a current that eventually flowed too rapidly for hime When 

the rapids appeared he was unwilling to turn the helm over to a stronger arm 

and eventually he suffered complete shipwreck, dying a bitter old mam, 

But, regerdless of what the future tin in store for him, he had to 

preach; the desire for oratorical display and expression was like a burning i 
within his bones. He still had a few earnest followers in Pittsburg who liked 
his “peculiar preaching,” so we next find him obtaining permission to hold 
meetings in the court house, "Campbellism,” as yet, had not openly borken 

with the Baptist bodys but Rigdon preached the doctrine which had been guardedly 
presented to the public by Alexander Campbell for severel years, and which 
eventually became the main tenets of the Disciples Church, vize, faith, re« 
pentance, and baptism by immersion for the remission of sins. In short he was 
teaching a "Restoration of ;the ancient order of things" as it had been intro= ° 
duced to him by Alexander Campbell in thet allenight conference of 1821, ‘Thus 
we see Campbell's disciple preaching his doctrine was of "Restoration" while 


the main author of the doctrine was still within ghe Baptist fold preparing 
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CHAPTER II 


SIDNEY RIGDON---THE “CAMPBELLITE" PREACHER 


It is not correct to think of Rigdon withdrawing his membership 
from the Baptist church in August 1824 and entering the "Campbellite" 
church; for Campbell, himself, was nominally a member of the Baptist Vhurch 
enti 1850. It seems impossible at this late period to discover the main 
details of the theological disputes in Pittsburg which caused Rigdon to 
drop the active leadership of the First Baptist “hurch in thet city, but 
there is duttdodiont evidence to warrant the general statement that it was 
due to his preaching the doctrines set forth by Campbell in the Christian 

Baptist. Rigdon was teaching the "Restoration of the Ancient Order of Things" 
and tie Redstone Baptist Association began taking a stand against such 
"Reformers" as early as 1823. 
i After Thomas Campbell and his son Alexander withdrew from the 
Presbyterian Church in 1811 they formed the "Brush Run Chureh" which was 
a trie: teens organization until 1813 at which date they wited with the Rede 
stone Baptist Association. The Brush Run Church had not been anxious for this 
whben, but when some of the Baptists Sastbad that the apostate Presbyterians, 
under the leadership of the Campbells, had declared themselves for immersion, 
Samy urged them to join the Redstone Association in spite of the fact that 
both parties were not fully agreed upon the purpose and efficacy of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper. However insistent and genuine the invitation might 
have been, it was not general throughout the Association. 
There were Baptists who never extended to him (Campbell) the 
hend of fellowship. They regarded him as a religious innovator and adventurer, 
without responsibility or conscience, who had no other purpose than to build 
up @ new set upon the ruins of the Baptist denomination. Charges of incon- 


sistency and dishonesty were freely lodged against him, for occupying what 
was thought to be an equivocal position, namely, maintaining outward fellowship 
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with the body of people with whom he was not in full agreement. Alexander 
Campbell's stending among Baptists had been in doubt from the moment of his 
union with theme He made no secret of his disagreement with many Baptist 
Opinions and practices. He hoped to be able, however, to lead then as a 
people upon “higher ground," as he termed it. He did not reckon sufficiently 
with the intensity of their convictions of the firmess of their persuasion 
that they were nearer right than any other people. 

In brief, although Alexander Campbell was recognized by the Baptists 
as one of their most capable leaders, having been chosen by them to defend 
their principles in public debate against Walker (1820) end MeCallea (1823), 
yet they saw the consequences of his liberal teaching and became determined to. 
oust him from the Kedstone Association in 1825, Lut it appears that Campbell 
was more determined to reamin within the Saptist church than he had been to 
enter their fold at the beginning. Learning in advance that his opponents 
were preparing a charge of heresy against him which would be presented at 
the annual Association meeting in 1823, he immediately proposed to the Brush 
Run Chureh to give him and others letters of honourable dismissal from the 
Brush Run Church, fhis was done, and he and his friends then proceeded to form « 
a church in Wellsburg, In the meantime the Wellsburg church applied for 
admission into the Mahoning Association in Ohio, and was accordingly pasapteke’ 

Neither Thomas Campbell nor his son desired to create another 
religious sect. They claimed that “all had the right to differ but not to 
divide. They remained within the Mahoning Association until 1830 when due to” 
activities of the "Reformer" preachers the Association dissolved and practicale- 
ly its entire membership united in forming the Disciples Churchs 

In order to understand how Campbell could change his menbership 
from the Redstone Association where action was under way to drop him and his 
associates, and go directly into the Mahoning Association where he was welcomed 
without hia taking a new stand or recanting his past views, requires a brief 
dev iasintion TAA 


Gates, Baptists and Yisciples, pe 51. 
a | RNs ‘ 
Moore, History of the Disciples, Pe 163, 
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Associations among the Baptists are voluntary unions of churches, 
for the mutual encouragement, for counsel in church affairs, and for protection 
against heresy and impostors. ach church is entitled to three representative 
messengers, who bring with them a written statement of its creed. If this 
document is orthodox, or in harmony with the accepted stendards of faith, 
the church is recieved by e plurality vote, upon which the moderator etves 
the right hand of fellowship to its messengers, and bids them to a seatsl 

The Mahoning Association had been formed in 1820, From the very 
beginning it had been far more tolerant than its ecclesiastical ancestory, the - 
Redstone and the Wooster Associations. ‘he Redstone Association had accepted 
the Philadelphia Confession among “its accepted standards of faith" which 
was decidedly Calvinistic in tone. There was an absence of this in the 
Mahoning Association, thus Campbell could say in behalf of himself and his 
followers when their opponents in the Beptist church attacked thems 

i have no faith in the Divine right of Associations; yet to shield 
me from such far-off and underhand attacks.e. I and the church with which I 
am connected are in "Full Communion" with the Mahoning Association of Ohio; 
and through them with the whole Baptist Society in the United States; and I do 
intend to continue in connection with this people so long as they will permit 
me to say whet I believe, to teach what I am assured of, and to censure what 
is emiss in their views and practices. I have no idea of adding to the cata- 
logue of new sects, 2 : 

Perhaps no other Baptist Association in America would have accepted 
the "statement of belief" which was presented to the Mahoning Association in 
1824 by the "messengers" from the Wellsburg church. ut the Mahoning Association 
received the messengers for the following reagons; (First) From the dete of 
its formation in 1820 it had been very liberal. “(Second) The Walker and 
MeCalla debates had established a friendly relationship between some of the 
Baptists of that district end the opinions of Mr. Campbell, (Third) As a 
result of the Walker debate, Adamson Bentley and Sidney Rigdon, two preachers 
of the Association had made a journey to Mr. Campbell's home and during a 
long interview with him they learned his views on the “Restoration of the 

Hayden, History of the Disciples in the Western Keserve, ppe25,3le 
2» ) . | 
_ Christian Baptist, Jan. 17, 1826; also, Gates, ope cit. pe Sl 
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Ancient Order of Things” and in the words. of Campbell, “in the course of a 
single year prepared their whole Association to hear us with earnestness and 
candor." (Fourth) Bentley and Rigdon invited Campbell to attend various 
“ninisters' meetings." Campbell has written that “These meetings were not 
appresieted too highly, as the sequel developed, inasmuch as they disabused 
the minds of the Baptist ministry in the Mahoning Association of much pre- 
judice, and prepared the way for a great change of views end practice all over , 
the $,000,000 acres of the SHES iolhlt ol which constitute the Western Reserve."2 
| Beyond any question of doubt, Rigdon and his brother-in-law, 
Bentley, were the men who prepared the way for Vampbell in the Mahoning 
Association. As we have stated in the last chapter, Rigdon was called to 

take charge of the First Baptist Church in Pittsburg in 1822 where he reamined 
until his preaching was checked by the Redstone Association in 182% At 
which time it seems that his little group and another small comaunion lead 

by Walter Scott united end began teaching the "Anéient order of thins" oute - 
side the fold of the Baptist church, This same association would have ousted 
Alexander Campbell and his Brush Rum Church in 1823 if he had not withdraw . 
their membership. | 

Rigdon's relatives in a sworn statement have recorded thet after 

his withdrawal from the Baptist Association in Pittsburg he “began to preach 
Cempbellism, and he and they that joined with him got the liberty of the court 
house and there they held their meetings... (In) the winter of 1827=28 a ., 
moved into the Western Reserve in Ohio and there continued to preach till - 


| & 
the Latter Day Saints came to that part of the countrys" 
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He apparently attended the annual Mahoning Association meetings, (See p» 27) 


- Journal of History, III, Noe 1, 4. 
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(Until 1825, wien the baptist Witness was published, Campbell's 
distinctive views were not widely knowns Among many of the Western Baptists 
he had been dooked upon as their champion as a result of his Walker and MeCalla 
debates. But, as we have seen, in the case of Bentley and Rigdon, he had 
friends who were well acquainted with his views which he had taught to their 
respective congregations as early as 1821. However, as late as 1825, there 
were only three churches that had accepted his "Restoration" ideas sufficiently 
to be looked upon as in L agreement with the other liberal Baptist c,urshes, 
These thirec were the Brush Run, Wellsburg, md Pittsburg NG, Caapbell 
had been personally responsible for the change in the first two; but his 
lieutenant, Sidney Rigdon, who had been called to Pitfsburg in 1822 through 
the influence of Campbell must have been the main factor in bringing about 
the change in the latter place, even though Disciple historims are strangelys, 
but uni formly silent on the subject, or else guide the reader's attention to 
Walter Scott, the school teacher who first met Campbeli in asi At that 
time Scott was but twentysthree and unmarried; Rigdon was a family men ten 
youth his senior and had been an active preacher for several yeers. If 
Rigdon had not been the prime mover in the direction of change he would not 
have found himself so far out of harmony with the Association thet it wes 
necessary for him to withdraw in 1824, 

It is difficult to rescue Rigdon's early work in the "Cempbellite” 
movement aid give him credit for that which he justly deserves. Before 
nia tit dite began to write books on the early leaders of the “Restoration," 
Rigdon had apostatized. Those who knew him best either ignored his contri- 
butiiéns because of their hostility toward him or they credited it to his 
early associates who “endured until the end." But when Hayden wrote his 


of the Pisciples in the Western Reserve, a book that contains 
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2 Se 
many short biographies of the early leaders of "The Restoration," and also 
numerous sketches of the beginnings of various "Campbellite™ churches, it was ° 
well nigh impossible to ignore the name of Si duey Rigdon. As we have noted, 
‘Rigdon and Bentley had introduced the teaching of Campbell to the people of 
the Western ences in 1821 and actually prepared the way for his entrance 
Auto the Mahoning Associations After Rigdon returned to the Western Reserve 
, in 1826 he was dude ad to preach a funeral sermon at bc bal His eloquence 
gd cinegr di med:the people that he was urged to become their pestor. He accept- 
ad their invitation, but as the (fel lowing excerpts. from Hayden's book well 
| indicate, he a ast limit his activity to that village: 


P, 34, In #ugust, 1826, the Mahoning Baptist Association was held 

in Canfield, then in Trumbull County... Ademson Bentley was the moderator, 
““end Joab Gaskill, clerks Among the ministers in attendance were A. Bentley; 
Thomas’ Campbell and Alexander Campbell, of Virginia; Walter Scott, of Pitts= 
burg; Sidney Rigdon, ete. Ps 35 (The following. day) The Congregational meet= 
inghouse.. was procured for Sundays.» Rigdon and Scott preached in the mornings 
Sone having heard the eloquent preacher. from Pittsburg, left the meeting sup= 
posing they had heard lir. Cempbell, whose name had already become famouse Pe 
66, Besides these accredited messengers (for the 1827 Association meeting) the 
following preachers were present, who, by a resolution of the Associations were 
invited to a seat in its counsels; Walter Scott, Samuel Holmes, William West, 
and Sidney Rigdon. P. 47, The preachers present composing this committee, were 
the following: Ae Bentleysse A. Campbell... Walter Scott... Sidney Rigdones Pe 
92, There were three brothers, Thomas, Jonn, and Charles, all Baptist ministerse,s 
{They were cousins of the famous Sidmey Rigdon. (Thomas served a term in the 
Ohio State Legislature). March 4th (1820) Sidney Rigdon wes received into 
membership, end licensed April lst, to preaches After two years he moved to 
 Pittsburge P. 191, the death of Warner Goodall, of Mentor, in Jume 1626, was 
“the occasion of calling Sidney Rigdon, then residing in Brainbridge, to preach — 
his funeral sermon. The church called Rigdon as its pastor in the fall of 
that years. Sidney Rigdon was en oretor of no inconsiderahle abilities. Pe 198, 
In March, 1828, in the great religious awakening in Mentor, under Bentley and 
Rigdon, the eniable M.S. Clapp was the first to yield. Ps 204, Rigdon com= 
ing in esbout that time (to Waite Hill)». by his earnest end animating appeals, 
several were baptized, Ps 238, Sidney Rigdon was their (the Mentua Church) 
stated, though not constant, ministers Pe 259, Soon after this the great 
- Mormon @eféetion came'on us. Sidney Rigdon preached for us, (Mentua) and 
_ notwithstending his extravagantly wild freaks, he wes held in high repute by 

manys Ps 240, In the admiration ef Sidney Rigdon, Oliver Snew and his family 
shared very largely. Pe 294, Sidney Rigdon, a preacher among the Disciples, 


’ of great eloquence and power had joined them (the Mormons) and commenced 
preaching their doctrine. Pe 306, In the great reformatory movement under 


“Bentley and Rigdon, in 1828, he (Isaac Lee) saw the great differences between 


Christianity as a unity, as contained in the Holy Scriptures end organized 
- "Branch" of the church. Ps $54, Late in the spring of 1828, Thomas Campbell 
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and Sidney Rigdon had preached a few discourses in Shalerville, taught the 
people the wey of life, and baptized two young mene Pe 546, The church of 
Christ in Perry was organized by S. Rigdon, August 7, 1829ee0« The exclusion 
of Parmly hastened matters to a crisis. Rigdon soon was there, and a church 
was formed, bringing inte it a large number of Laptist members, etc. Pe465 
Birmingham, Erie Co.,-Began in 1829 by Clapp and Rigdon, etc. Pe 467, Elyria, 
Lorain Cos--It began in the tour of Clapp and Rigdon in 1829, P, 468, This 
church originated in the labors of Rigdon and Collins, P. 163, Among the 
seniors were Thomas Campbell and his son Alexander, Adamson Bentley and Sidney 
Rigdon, with Walter Scott, to whom multitudes of the young disciples looked 
with the affection of children to a spiritual father. P,. 192, Sidney Rigdon 
was an orator of no inconsiderable abilities. In person, he was of full 
medium height, rotund in form; of countenance, while speaking, open and winning,’ 
with a little cast of melancholy. His action was graceful, his language 
copious, fluent in utterance, with articulation clear and musicale Yet he 

was an enthusiast and unstablee His personal influence with an audience was 
very great. He was just the man for an awakening. He was an early reader 

of the Christian Baptist, and admiring its strong and progressive teaching, 

he circulated the paper, and brought out its views in his sermons. Whatever 
may be justly said of him after he had surrendered himself a victim and a 
leader of the Mormon delusion, it would scarcely be just to deny sincerity 

and candor to him, previous to the time when his bright star became permanently 
eclipsed under that dark cloud. (In the following incidents the reader 

feels that Hayden is giving a feithful picture of Rigdon "in action"). P. 490, 
Soon afterwards, meeting Rigdon in Mentor, she (Mrs. Dille of Euclid) related 
the conversation to him. He remarked: "I will go up and take their deacons 
from theme" In the autumn of 1829, he came, preached a few days, and baptized 
(nine). Rigdon, taking Luther Dille's hand, said: “Will you not go with these 
young converts and take care of them?" "I will.” This was his charge; a happy 
one to him, and blessed to hundreds, etce Pel74, The work in Bro. Scott's 

hands had prospered so far beyond expectatioh, that only one feeling prevailed 
on the question of re-appoiiting hime, (after discussing the arguments pro 

and con he centinues)ees Rigdon, who had taken no part in this discussion, 
becoming weary of it said: “You are consuming too much time on this question. 
One of the old Jerusalem preachers would start out with his hunting shirt 

and moccasins, and convert half the world while you are discussing and settling 
planst* Upon this, Bro. Scott arose with a genial smile, and remarked: 
Werethren, give me my Bible, my Head, and Bros William Hayden, and we will go 
out and convert the world." Then Rigdon, "I move that we give Bro. Scott 

his Bible, his Head, and Bro. William Hayden." It was settled in a fou 
moments, as Rigdon's resolution was seconded and passed unanimously. * 


It is quite evident from the above excerpts that Rigdon was active 
in the movement headed by Campbell. His eloquence went further than merely 
creating religious umrest; he organized churches and baptized many people. 
The Christian Baptist states that "Sishops Scott, Rigdon, and Bentley, in 
Ohie, within the last six months have immersed about cw ee 


Smith's account of Rigdon's success during this period of his life is quite 











flatteri C3 | 
he above se ections from ayden's book are very s: paiticant in view of the 
fact that the book betrays a severe hostility towards him in many places. 
Ze See Vole 47. pe2633 quoted by Gates, p65 
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He (Rigdon) commenced to baptize, like John of old, there flocked 
to him people from all the region round aboutese.e Whole societies threw away 
their ereeds and articles of faith and beceme obedient to the faithe hk promul- 
gatedeee He was a welcome visitor wherever he traveled--his society was courted 
by the learned end the intelligent, and the highest encomiums were bestowed 
upon his for his biblical lere and his eloquence. The work of the ministry 
eccupied all his time and attentionee. The prospect of wealth and affluence 
was fairly open before him; but he looked upon it with indifference... His 
family comsisted of his wife and six children, end lived in a very small, 
unfinished frame house, hardly capable of making a family comfortableecse 
After he had labored in that vicinity (Menter) for sometime, and having 
received but little pecuniary aid, the members of the church which he had 
built up, held a meeting to take his circumstences into considerationee and 
place him in a position suitable to the high and important office which he 
sustained in the churchees The committee soon made a purchase of a farmee 
made contracts for erecting a suitable dwelling house, stable, barns, etce, 
and soon made a commengement on the house, and had a quantity of the building 
materials on the spote~ 


At this late date it is impossible to say how wide spread were the 
adtivition of Rigdon or how important were his contributions to the "Campbellite™ 
Gauses but at the time when the following statements were made they were very 
likely not far from the truth: of 


There was at the time of his separation from the church (at Pittsburg) 
& gentlemen of the mame of Alexander Campbell... who has since obtained con= 
siderable notoriety in the religious world..s. There was elso another gentleman, 
by the mame of Walter Scott, who separated from the same about that timecese 
These gentlemen were on terns of the greatest fricndship and frequently met 
together to discuss the subject of relifion, being yet undetermined respecting 
the principles of the doctrine of Christee. The reason why they were called 
Campbellites was in consequence of Mr. vampbellts publishing the periodical 
above mentioned (Christian Baptist) , and it being the means through which 
they communicated their sentiments to the world. Other than this, Mr. Camp-= 
bell was no more the originator of that sect than Elder Rigdone” 






Rigdon is reported as having once said, "I have done as much in this reformation 
as Campbell or Scott, and yet they get all the honor of itytSe 

‘The abies claims do not appear like whld exaggerations when one 
hunny that Rigdon, bapspichs tee to his opponent's statements, was “an 
orator of no Anoonsiderable abilitiessssincere,+. and just the man for an 
pe a The following brief recapitulation of his activities and 


‘associations in the "Reformation" movement further his claims which are 
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generally ignored: (First) Rigdon and his b rother-in-law, Bentley, were the 
first to Latipane Campbell's teachings in the Mahoning Association; and by 
inviting him to attend the miniters? meetings, removed the prejudice which many 
of the Baptist preachers had against hime* (Second) Rigdon was on intimate 
terms with both Alexander Campbell and his father, Thomas Campbell. It was 
through Alexander Campbell's influence that Rigdon was induced to leave Ohio 
and accept a call, in 1822, to the First Baptist Church of Pittsburg.” In 
1823, Rigiton wade ajourney of three hundred miles with A. Campbell into 
Kentucky where the femous debate was held with MoCalla. The publication of 
this disbatte wew: indie from the notes which had been kept by Rigdon and Ae 
Canpbadis?? (Third) Through combining with a small group that was led by 
Walter Scott, Rigdon's followers in Pittsburg constituted the third church 
to declare itself for the “Keformation™ ideas begun by Campbell. ‘The othey 
two were under the direct attention of Mr. Campbell. ise., the Wellsburg 

and Brush Run churchess”~ (Fourth Rigdon was a recognized leader at all the 
Mahoning Agsociatiob meetings from the time Campbell entered the Association 
until he (Rigdon) joined the Mormons” (Fifth) In general, Rigdon was on 
intimate terms with Walter Scott, Thomas Campbell, sa es Campbell, and 
Ademson Bentley, the recognized leaders of the so-called "Reformation 
Movement.” In training and scholarship he was at least equal to Bentley; 

in the type of native eloquence that was so effective among the frontier 
Churches, he may have had no superior in the entire groupe 
Cc >> > 


Campbell, Memoirs, pp. 44=46 
Ze 


so pe47; Jennings, Origin and Harly History of Disciples of Christ ppel57-58 


a Memoirs, pp» 71, 95 
4, Grafton, opecit., ppel05, 117 
De 
Hayden, o eCite, ppe 24,55,57,163, 174, ete. Campbell, Memoirs, ppel73~+74. 
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The various articles and chapters in books and periodicals that have 
been written to explain Rigdon's sudden conversion to Mormonism would £111 
volunes» in the light of his busy life among the "Reformers" it is -iigedesanie 
to say that he was conniving with Joseph Smith during this period in the State 
of New York, However, a chapter will disauss the question in detail. ‘the 
truth of she mutha’. wah, \ that in the mind of Rigdon, and many other "Reformers" 
Mormonism was the logical and scriptural step to take. 

The people had become tired of theological arguments that revolved 
around the nemes of Calvin and Arminius. Campbell had declared himself to 
be against formal creeds. At an early date Thomas Campbell hed s&id "Where 
the bible speaks we dnank and where the Bible is silent we are silent." 
Cempbell and his preachers were not asking the questions, "Do you believe 
that salvation is free and ummerited," or “Do you believe that Christ tasted 
deata for every man,” or Do you believe that you ere totally deprived and 
i weteriy helpless to turn to God without His previous power?™ They merely 
si Sei listener, "Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ," if so "Arise 
and be baptized and wash eway your sins."1 Baptism by immersion for the re~« 
mission of sins was a new teaching even to most Baptists. Ceanpbell claimed 
thet Ad heeds elian world had drifted far from the teaching of the New Testa- 
ment. He stood for a “Restoretion" of the Ancient “Order of things," and by using 
the New Testament as a guide to bring about this "Restoration" or "Reformation" he 
bicswll tie bat a Christendome Whatever his aims, he did not dissolve sectarianism, 
but Pisinhd! deter sect in 1850 which became known as the "Disciples." 

The movement, as we have seen, was chiefly among the Baptists. 
Moreover, the “Reformation” ideas spread most rapidly among the groups which 
carried the heritage of the Separate Baptists. Gates hes written that the 


"Reformers followed the line of cleavage that originally existed between 





lGates, Opetite, 80-81, 
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Separates and maeutares® From the earliest colonial period of the American 
Baptists, one can trace a strong element that was always attempting to restore 
the Early Apostolic Church. Koger Williems, the reputed founder of the American 
Baptists “Seon became disturbed as to his right to administer the ordinances 
of the church, comceiving that a true ministry must derive its authority 
from apestolic succession and, therefore, he could not assume the office of 
pastorses He finally came to the conclusion that the church was so corrupt 
that there could be no recovery out of that apostasy till Christ shall send: 
forth new apostles to plant churches anew, "* Shortly afterwards the "Six 
Point Baptists” arose which held for the “Laying on of Hands.” During the 
revivel of the Lighteenth century certain factions in Virginia sought to 
reproduce the apostolic customs of feet-washing, the holy kiss, the a nnointing 
of the sick, love feasts, laying on of hands, andweekly (communion. "lhey ‘ 
went so far es to appoiht "Apostles"... The first apostle be chosen was 
Sameul Harrisse Two others were afterwards appointed, but the system was 
not liked by the people, am after fruitless attempts to put it in force, it 
was sbandonedp tl 
Thus it is evident, that when Campbell began pleading for a "Res= 
toration” he was actually pleading for many things that had been dear to the 
hearts of the Separate baptists, so quite naturally they flocked to his : 
standard. Moreover, having no creed other than the New Testament, there 
| was considerable freedom and diversity manifested by his various lieutenants 
and followers. It proved to be a difficuit task for all to agree as to where 


the Bible "spoke" and where the Bible was “silent", Shortly after the 
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Sweet, The Story of Religions in America, pe 103. 
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Gates, op.cite,pp. 76-77; also, Semple, Virginia baptists, pp.81982 
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"Keformers broke away from the Baptist Assoviation in Pittsburg, they began 
to restore the mutual exhortations of the Apostolic churches, and the Holy 
Kiss, which rent the church by debates and cissensions in the public meetings. 
At Cross Roads, Virginia, and elsewhere, the members thought it their privilege 
to “prophesy” in the meetings. In Kentucky the "Reformers" had trouble over 
the questions of the proper attitude of prayer, the hour for eating the Lord's 
Supper, the necessity of a loud amen to ajll public prayers, the number of 
deacons in a congregation, the holy kiss, eto. In all of these extremes 
Campbell used tact and skill in interpreting for his followers what wes “es- 
sential” and what was “non-essential” to "The Restoration of the Ancient Order . 
of Things,” 

However, Campbell, and especially Seott, became convinced, shortly 
after hundreds began to declare themselves for the "Restoration," that the 
Millennium was soon to burst upon them as a natural result of united Christendom. 
Campbell discontinued the Christian Baptist in 1830 and began a new publication 
which he called The Millennial Harbinger. The items most emphatically stressed 
in the prospectus were the "Ancient Gospel and a Restoration of the Ancient 
Order of Things," and the Millennium. To epitomize his objectives he headed 
the prospectus with the passage of scripture that has been the best known 
and most quoted by Mormons: “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unte them thet dwell on the earth, 
and to every netion, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a 
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment 
is come: and worship him that meade heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 


fountains of water." 
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1. v , 
Gates, opecit., p. 75; also, George Q. Camnon, Life of Joseph Smith the 
| Prophet, pp«591~92 ; 
i , 
4 “e 3 


John 1416-7 we Pid 
rae a Cae a Bier ett | ae \ fat oi 


hs . \ i 


\ 






: mg? . ‘ 
apes Neoalt spades i ‘ns nettatsonss, aot not 
tdilt itd: bas ceedortio otleteens. eat 49, anol. dat fixe Lats ' he 

“sagrbtoan: etldug geht ae oa saci eat bee. gedadeb ws doula ~ ead 


weve elduort bad “eee, ent, i, ome my % _aapaitone: ost st = 





e'hied exit geitas sot iwod ant, Deh oa 40, begaten be baie il ap 6 
% ‘sedan eat ii ada eildug ile et. ama hegk: abate wWiseeoes ao ea 
agaorwxs seed Yo, Lia ak A ,ote .aatd uLom, eH sao dagergn08: e ce sone 

ee", Ba dace srqwollot elt tot gulterqredal mi Ldtde bas toad: bee 





10620 dee tos ost eo fettarodeos adit" ot +1 FARES oti fem: em ‘ted sa | <n 8 

ylixede <pecabvave emsoed .ttooe, sisetbseias bas Liou cuveenste oo We, 

pat daclt * cobterodess eit. x08, Prin Pe: otagbebr od ee boatman =e 
saigbaote fct0 bestow to Heees ‘isiiailet | & 94 macid aogue Send oe 908 ad a ec i 














Molden lige wea 8 cezed bee ObSL ob detdged. na) 

beagae ite vebhno Ltedegn, toom emeti eat 
PaeLosnh olf Lo mpiveroteeh « hae Leqeod sano? ould prow TO BGaO 
bebsed od sevisootio. abd stisotige of onus Lewame LL Dit ods bua | fe, P 

sword meet ons agi eed heels. eutghwe 0 ogaee gh 

frome was I bas". ras 

plies oud mo fiewb tadt sed eons, Aoserq, ee, 4 = 

ia /déiw ety we cotgees, bere, count pees 9" 





erg ta. pays ont fl yt Logue 


ats, 


eciit ter ree. ‘ale pe ome om mre 7 pe ah 


“e 





4 
~30= 
Scott never seemed to tire of talking on the subject of the 
Millenniva, + yet at the same time he never neglected to stress the "First 


"namely, faith, repentance, baptism, renission of sins, and 


principles,’ 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes he would stop children on their way 
from school, get them to raise their hands, and then count the five principles 
one fingers, urging them to run home and repeat them to their perents 
and invite them to come out to the evening meetings 

Rigden seems also to have been greatly interested in the subject 
of the Millennium. One writer says, "Rigdon, who always caught and pro- 
Claimed the last ward thet fell from the lips of Seott or Campbell, seized 
these views, and with all the wildness of his extravagant neture, heralded 
then everywhere."® Rigdon also became a champion for the restoration of 
Christian communism. Shortly before he joined the Mormons he had a “passage - 
at arms with Mr. Cainpbell." This was “about two months previous to the 
fall of that star (Rigdon) from heaveness He introduced an argument to show 
that our pretension to follow the apostles in all their New Testament teach= 
ings, required a community of goods; that as they established this order 
rae model church at Jerusalem, we were bound to imitate their example. "4 
ie feel that Rigdon was not so much influenced by the Rappites, Shakers. or 
the followers of Owen at New Hermony, as he wes by the idea of literally . 
*Rentaving" prinitive Christianity. In this particular point he believed 
thet the Bible spoke, and Campbell thought it was silent so far as mo dern 


Christianity was concerned, 





“Hayden, opecit., ppe 185, 184, 161, 171, 173. 
2Raxter, Tie of Scott, pye 216-19. 

Heyden, OpeGite, DP. 106s 
4tayden, Op.Cite, Pe 298s 
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~3l« 
When Higdon entered the Mormon church he did not need to discard 
his “Campbellite” theology. He could even retain the same phraseology 
and argunents that he had been accustomed to using. The Mormons were teach= 
ing faith, repentance, baptism by immersion for the remission os sins, and 


gift of the Holy Ghost. ! 


The “Restoration of the Ancient Gospel” was the 
message of the first Mormon missioneries end has continued to be the 
cardinal teaching of all the thousads* of Mormon missionaries that have 
journeyed about the world since that time. By accpeting Mormonism Rigdon 
got rid of the restraining hand. of Alexander Campbell; * he could move about 
with greater freedom of speech for the Mormons did not limit their "Restor- 
ation” ideas to the New Testament as had been the case with Campbell, 
Rigdon was always a great acuirer of the Old Testament aud the anlent 
prophecies.* But the logical gtep which Rigdon took from "Campbellisn"® 

to Mormonism, properly comes under the heading of "Rigdon's conversion te 


and activity in the Mormon Church." This shell be treated in chapter fours 





lime Mormons insisted on the "laying on of hands for the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.* 


24% present the Mormons have sent out epproximately 60,000 mission- 
aries. 
a SRigdon soon found that Joseph Smith would restrain him at certain 
points ° 
4In referring to this period of Rigdon's life, Joseph Smith has 
written that "Not only did the writings of the New Testament occupy his 
attention, but occasionally those of the ancient prophets, particularly 
those prox Giles which had reference to the present and to the future, were 
breught, up %o review and treated in a manner entirely new md deeply intere 


esting." Journal of History, III, Nee 1, Ll. 
SAt this early period the “Back to the Bible Movenent" was not 


known by ery particular name. It was called by such titles as "The original 
gospel," "the primitive gospel," "The pentecoatien gospel," "the Jeruselen 
gospel," and other titles as "Cempbellism" and at times “Rigdonism." Baxter, 
Life of Scott, pe 290. 
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CHAPTER III 


SIDNEY HIGDON AND THE ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF MORMON 


It would be well night impossible to write even a brief general 
outline of the life of Sidney Rigdon without digressing from the flowing 
hagpdtive of events long enough to investigate the question: Did Rigdon 
have enything to do with the writing or the publticxtion of the Book of Mor- 
mone=the foundation on which all claims of \ormonism to supernaturalism must 
rest? It is generally agreed by all Mormons that if Joseph Smith did not 
receive the gold plates, then his claims to visions, revelations, prophecies, 
etc., are false. The Book of Mormon has given the Latter Day Saints the 
name by which they have always been known to the world, and from the evidence 
of the past it appears to be a name which is inescapable for the followers 
of Joseph Smithe 

if Rigdon had anything to do with either the writing or the 


publieation of the Book of Mormon, then one must interpret the major 


. activities of his life from at least a year or more before the Book of 





Mormon was published (1830) dom to the end of his life(1873 ) in en 
entirely different manner than the writer has interpreted then. Up to this 
point the activities of Rigdon on the Western Reserve and elsewhere have 
been treated by the writer as though he knew nothing about Joseph Smith 

and his claims of divine communication. Moreover, the chapters which follow 
will continue with the same prenise. Therefore, this long disgression to : 
discuss the various theories concerning the origin of the Book of Mormon 

Pn i for in the main, the remaining chapters will be worthless if 
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-$34 
the writer has erred on this point by not following ‘the majority of writers 
who have directed their attention to this subject in the past. If Rigdon 
did assist in bringing forth the book he was éne of the most cunning “and 
deceitful liars of the nineteenth century. “If he did not assist in any 
way to bring the Book of Mormon into existence then one atist admit that the 
major part of all that has béen written cotcerning Rigdon's astoc¢iation with 
the Mormon Church is worthless. Furthermore, if Rigdon did not deceive 
his friends in this particular, then at least the greater part of all the 
books from Hon@ilormon authors are of little or no valué wherein they attempt 
to give’ a account of the origin of the raqpiias Church, for most of them attempt 
to ‘trace: its origin oither éirestly or ind irectly to 8 saneys Rigdon, the 
Campbellite preacher. | | , 
; Without attempting to’ prove just fiwtthe Book of iforsa0n came into - 

existence, let us ta devel the three ng: hl tase which the reader’ is nd oman to 
find as he begins to examine the’ books on Woe dha that are’ to be rouha 
in the public library: 

‘The Mormon claim has always been thet Joseph Smith translated 
the record from sone. ancient gold plates aha ob hed been buried new Palmyra, 
New, Tork, about, the year ApsDe 421. Moroni, the last recorder of the plates 
end tive: one who buried then, eppeared to Joseph Smith as e regurnented 
personage ‘end Sretes iidtn to the place where the record ley. This occurred 
on September 28, 1828, On the Semé occasion he was shown the: "Urdiin end Thumnim," 
a Sacred instrmont besncohite was tO be used by voavpn Smith to translate the 


ancient record into the paglisn senones Four years later, to the very 





any a ogg: 48- Gfa Yedton was also done with aid of a “Seer Stone," a 
Gipio nice eolored stone which Joseph and Hyrum Smith fowd while digging 
‘8 well. See Robert's New Witnesses, for God, IT 107-108. 
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=34e 
day (September 22, 1827), Joseph Smith was given the plates and the instru- 
ment by the aid of which he was to translate the record. By the latter part 
of the year 1829 the record was translated and ready for the printer. The 
gold plates were then shown to several witnesses who recorded their testimony 
thet Joseph Smith was in possession of such plates. After the translation 
was finished the secred plates were returned to the engel Moroni, The 
following brief excerpts is from the pen of Joseph Smith giving his account 
of the origin of the Book of Mormon: 


On the evening of the above-mentioned twenty-first of September, 
(1823) after I had retired to my bed for the night, I betook myself to prayer 
aud supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and follies, 
and also for a manifestation to me that I might lmow of my state and stand= 
ing before Hims for I had full confidence in obtaining a divine manifestea- 
tion, as I previously had ones® While I was thus in the act of calling 
upon God, I discovered a light appearing in my room, which continued to 
increase until the room was lighter than at noonday, when immediately a 
personage appeared at my bedside, standing in the air, for his feet did 
not touch the floor. He had on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness. 
It was a whiteness beyond anything earthly I had ever seen; nor do I believe 
that any earthly thing could be made to appear so exceedingly white and 
brilliant. iis hands were naked, and his arms also, a little above the 








lthe book was finished sonetine between June and August 1829 and 
was published in March 1850, During the period of translation Joseph Smith 
had several different persons assist him as scribes from time to time, His 
wife, imma, Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris, and members of the Whitmer family 
served as amanuenses. Perhaps most of the translation was done within a 
period of six months. Ibid., ppe 104-122; also, Riley, The Founder of 
Mormonism, p. 388. 


20liver Cowdery, David Whitmer, Martin Harris, Christian Whitmer, 
Jacob Whitmer, Peter Whitmer, Jr., John Whitmer, Hiram Page, Joseph Smith, 
Sr., Hyrum Smith, and Samuel H. Smith. The foregoing persons are known as 
the official witnesses to the Book of Mormon. Their names and written 
testimonies to the effect that Joseph Smith had gold plates, etc., are 
found in the Preface to every Book of Mormon. It is believed by Mormons 
thet several other persons also saw the plates. See Roberts, ops cite, 
ppe 312-17. 


SJoseph Smith Glaimed to have had one vision prior to the one 
on September 21, 1823, when Moroni told him about the gold plates and showed 
them to him in vision. His first vision was in the spring of 1820 when he 
was fifteen years of age. This came in answer to his prayer in quest of 
which of all the churches was the true chureh; he claimed that on that 
occasion, after a struggle with the devil, he saw God the Father and his 
Son, Jesus Christ. On that occasion Jesus told him to join none of the 
churches “for their ereeds are an abomination in My sighte" (See L.DeS» 


Church History, I, 5-6.) 
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wrist; so, also were his feet naked, as were his legs, a little above the 
ankles. His head and neck were bare. I could discover that he had no 

other clothing on but this robe, as it was open so that I could see into 

his bosom. Not only was his robe exceedingly white, but his whole person 
was glorious beyond description, and his countenance truly like lightning. 
The room was exceedingly light, but not so very bright as immediately around 
his persone 


When I first looked upon him, I wes afraid; but the fear soon 
left mee He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a messenger 
sent from the presence of God to me, and that his neme was Moroni; that 
God had a work for me to do; and that my neme should be had for good and 
evil among all nations, kindreds, and tongues, or thet it should be both 
good and evil spoken of among all people. He said there was a book de- 
posited, written upon gold plates, giving an account of the former inhabitants 
of this continent, and the source from whence they spreng. He also said that 
the fullness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in it, as delivered by 
the Savior to the ancient inhabitants; also, that there were two stones in 
silver bows--and these stones, fastened to a breastplate, constituted what 
is called the Urim end Thumnim--deposited with the plates; and the possession 
and use of these stones were what constituted “Seers” in ancient or former 
times; end thet God had prepared them for the purpose of translating the 
bookes.e He told me that when I got those plates of which he had spoken--for 
the time that they should be obtained was not yet fulfillede-I should not 
show them to any person; neither the breast plate with theUrim end Thummin; 
only to those to whom I should be commanded to show thems if I did I should 
be destroyed. While he was conversing with me about the plates, the vision 
was opened to my mind that I could see the place where the plates were dé< 
posited, and that so clearly and distinctly that I knew the place again when 
I visited it. 


A theory which has been advanced from time to time from non= 
Mormon sources to account for the origin of the Book of Mormon is that 
Joseph Smith wrote it himself without the aid of divine revelation or the - 
assistance of any human accomplice; and then foisted it upon the uncultured 
and niraculous-loving people of the American frontier of 1850.2 This theory 
was first advanced in vigorous and rather abusive language by Alexander Cam- 


bell shortly after Rigdon end a large number of Campbell's followers joined 





divca' El. 8) Gharoh History, 1. 9-15. Joseph, Smith claimed. that 
he went to the hill and unearthed the gold plates the day following the 
first visitation of Moroni, but he was not permitted to take them home 
until his fourth annual visit to the place of their concealment, i.e», not 
until September 22, 1827. 

2the outstanding writers who have supported this view in one way 
or enother ere; Riley, in The Founder of Mormonism; Werner, in Brigham 


Young; Prince, in The American Journal of Ps chology, XXVIII, 375-893; and 
Fairchild, in Western Reserve Historical Society, III, 187200. 
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the Mormonss He saw in Mormonism a danger to the young church which he was 
just getting under way. In his officiel publicetion, The Millemial Har- 
binger for February 10, 1851, we find him devoting several thousand words 
te the subject of delusions in general and Mormonism in perticular. Part 
of what he wrote at that time follows: 


, LT have just examined their (The Mormons) Bible... Admitting the 
Bible now received to heave come from God, it is impossible that the Book of 
Mormon came from the same Authoreseses Smith, its real author, as ignorant 
and «8s impudent a lmave as ever wrote a book, betrays the cloven foot in 
basing his whole book upon a felse fact, or a pretended fact, which makes 
God a liar... The God of Abraham or Joseph Smith must then be a liar}... 
This ignorant and impudent liar, in the next place, makes the God of Abrahen, 
Isaac, and Jacob, violate his covenants with Israel... One of the two (St. 
Paul or Joseph Smith) is a false prophet. Mormonites, take your choicelee. 
I will sum up the whole of the internal evidences which I deem worthy of ree 
mark in the following details:-- The book professes to be written at inter= 
vals and by different persons during the long period of 1020 years,t And 
yet for uniformity of style, there hever.was a book more evidently written 
by one set of finger, nor more certainly conceived in one cranium since the 
first book appeared in human languages; than this same book. If 1 could swear 
to any man's voice, face, or person, assuming different names, I could swear 
that this book was written by one man. And as Joseph Smith is a very ignor- 
ant® man is called the eauthor3 on the title page I cannot doubt for a single 
moment but thet he is the sole author and proprietor of ite.. It (theBook of 
Mormon) has not one good sentence in it, save the profanation of those sen= 
tences quoted from the Oracles of the living God.# I would as soon compare 
a bat to the American eagle, a mouse to a mammoth, or the deformities of 
a spectre to the beauty of Him whom John saw in Patmos, as to contrast it 
with a single chapter in all the writings of the Jewish or Christian prophets. 
‘It is as certainly Smith's fabrication as Satan is the father of lies, or 
darkness the offspring of night... "But Smith is the wonder of the world." 
So was the Apocalyptic beast] "An ignorant young men." That needs no proof. 
Gulliver's Travels is a heroic poem in comparison of this book of Smith. 
"But he camnot write a pages" Weither could Mahomet, who gave forth the 
Aleoran. “Smith's an honest looking fellow." So was Simon Magus, the sor- 
cerer. “But he was inspired." So was Judas, by Satane5 


lthe Book of iormon actually claims to go back to the time of the 
“confusion of tongues” when the tower of Babel was built. 
48 very underscored word in this paper indicates an italicized 
word as it appears in the original quotation. 
SJoseph Smith never claimed authorship to the book; however, his 
neme was used for "The Author and Proprietor" in the first edition simply 
as a means of following the recognized phraseology in securing a copyright. 

. 4Large sections of the Book of Mormon are direct reflections of 
the King James Version or direct quotations. it contains twenty-three com- 
plete chapters from Isaiah. Sperry, The Text of Isaiah in the Book of 
Mormon, pe 783; Linn, The Story of the Mormons, pp. 90-97, for others. 

i 5It is important to note in connection with this early declaration 
‘made by Cempbell thet he does not have the least suspicion that Rigdon had 
anything to do with the origin of the Book of Mormon; he kmew Rigdon well-- ~* 
his style of writing and speaking and what he had been ®ing for the greater 
—i“as et of the decade between 1820-1830. 
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In a paper which was read before the Northern Ohio and Western 
Reserve Historical Society, March 23, 1886, the late President James H. 
Fairchild of Oberlin College does not place the writing of the Book of Mormon 
beyond the abilities of Joseph Smith. On that oceasion he said, “It required 
only a very moderate degree of literary ability and invention to produce 
the book, and several of the original leaders of the fanaticism must have 
been adequate to the work." 

In the more recent years a few psychologists have held to the 


theory thet Joseph Smith wrote the book, but they do not agree with Camp- 


‘bell and the advocates of his theory in their assertion that the Mormon 


Prophet did it deliberately with the idea of deceiving his associates, 


Riley asserts that Joseph Smith was a viotim of epilepsy or some disturbance 


glosely ekin to it. His mental condition veried at times from that of a 


person mildly suffering fron some mental disorder to an extreme condition 
wherein he was completely deranged. Riley also suggests that Joseph Smith 


had, coupled with epilepsy, tremendous powers of hypnotism which he unwit~ © 


‘tingly practiced upon his associates to the degree that he persuaded then 


that they saw heavenly visions, hendled gold plates, and heard celestial 


voives. As I have already suggested, the psychologists who have advanced 


‘the above theory are inclined to think that Joseph Smith was not always 


conscious of the fact when he created hypnotic hallucinations in the minds 


of his co-religionists; in fact, at times he was the victim of self-induced 


hypnosis. * 









| “Western Reserve Historical Socie III, 187-200. Im my opinion 
this is the best refutation o € ik Pi Wg theory that has ever 
been given sy a noneMormons, — 

2Riley, Opecit., pe 195="His ( j.Smith) geltutnanes’ states of 
hypnosis were ppuatictons with his youthful i11 health;... his suggestive 
influence over others begen soon after his quasi-epileptic seizures ceased." 
Prince, op.Cit., pe 374= “He (J.S.) was the sole authorees, the edifice of 
whose imagination echoed to reminissences which he was far from recognizinge" 


‘Riley, opscit., pp.69~70-"The visionary seizures (of J.Smith) were not 


consequent on dementia, nor were they feigned. There is a truer and at the 
as y ; ‘ : 5 , ? Ai ’ 
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However interesting or convincing the above theories may appear, 
neither is the one which the reader on Mormonism will most frequently meet. 
The Rigdon=Spaulding? theory is the most widespread and most generally 


accepted theory outside Mommon circles. The champions of this theory, 


and their name is legion, maintain that the Book of Mormon is simply the 


combination of a historical romance which was written by a Reverend Solomon 
Spaulding, and the King Jemes Version of the Bible. It is claimed that 
Sidney Rigdon either stole, copied, or read the romance and remenbered its 
contents, and then passed it on to Joseph Smith who, working in collusion 
with Kkigdon and others, foisted it upon the public as a divine revelation.” 
The foundation of the Rigdon-Spaulding theory of the origin of 
the Book of Mormon was first presented to the public in 1834 in an anti- 
Vormon book called Mormonism Unvailed. This book was chiefly the work of 
a "Docter Philastus Hurlbut; but its authorship was credited to Ek, D. Howe, 
an anti-Mormon editor of the Painesville Telegraph. ® Hurlbut was excommuni- 
cated from the Mormon Church in June 1833, for unchristian conduct with 
women, while on a mission to the east. "* Hurlbut became so enraged that 
he openly threatened the life of Joseph Smith. On April 9, 1834, he was. 
"bound over, under two hundred dollar bonds, to keep the peace for six 


months," and pay the cost, which emounted to nearly three hundred dollars." 





same time more charitable explanetion,--it is, in a word, that Joseph Smith, 
Junior, was an epileptic." Riley, opecit., p.84, in speaking of a short 
transeript of a portion of the Book of Mormon made by J.Smith says: "Young 
Smith doubtless believed in the supernatural origin of his transcriptsee. 
it was written under more or less unconscious conditions." Ibide, p.86= 
“As is elsewhere shown, Joseph's condition, under the influence of his 
“Urim and Thumim" was semi-hypnotic." 
| lin soire of the books on Mormonism the name is spelled “Spalding.” 
2Some writers maintain thet Rigdon was merely the thief in the 
case, while others have suggested that the original manuscript was worked 
over by Rigdon before he gave it to J. Smith, thus explaining the great 
amount of religious matter in the Book of Mormon. 
SPancosst, Mormons at Kirtland, p. le. 
 . @iferner, op. Cites, De 59, bluntly puts it, "for adultery and 
attempted murder 3 aie Beachet Joseph Smith." ) 
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The court order also included "That he be of good behavior to all the citizens 
of the state of Ohio generally, and to the seid Joseph Smith, Jr., in 


particular, "1 


~ 


Very likely all books are written with some definite purpose in 
view. In the case of Mormonism Unvailed, one does not have to go beyond 
the lengthy title page to determine what its authors hed in mind.” Too 
frequently the writers on Mormonism in their eagerness to use “source 
materials" have overlooked the evident purpose in view by Howe and Hurlbut 
when they wrote their book; and unwittingly these leter writers have in- 
corporated into their books a large amount of materiel that properly comes 
under the caption of “Early Anti-Mormon Propaganda." 

it is recorded in Mormonism Unveiled that when the early Mormon 
missionaries came through Northern Ohio preaching their strange message, 
the people in the neighborhood of Conneaut recognized the Book of Mormon 


to be none other than the revised story of a late Reverend Solomon Spaulding® 


Church History, I, 35255, 

1 title iss Wormonian Unvailedzor A Faithful Account of 
That Sineuler Imposition and Delusion, From 1ts Rise to the Present Time. 
With Sketehes of The Characters of Its Propagators, And a Full Detail of 
the Manner in Which the Farous GOLDEN BIBLE was Brought Before the World, 
fo Which Are Added, Inquiriss into the Probability that the Historical Part 
of the Said Bible was Written by One Solomon Spaulding, More Than Twenty 
Years Ago, And by Him Intended to have Been Published as a Romancee By Ee 
De Mowe, Pehneeci ties Printer and Published by the Author, 1854, 

Solomon Spaulding was born in Connecticut in 1761, graduated at 
Dartmouth College in 1785, was ordained to the ministry, and preached in 
New England a few years, taught an academy for a time in Cherry Valley, New 
York, or carried on mercantile business there and failed, and in 1809 removed 
to New Salem, now Conneaut, in Ohio, where in company with one Henry Lake 
he established an iron foundry. His business not prospering, he removed 
to Pittsburg, or its vicinity, in 1812, and a year or two later to Amity, 
Pennsylvania, where he died in 1616 at the age of fifty-five years. Spaulding 
had a literary tendency, and while living at Conneaut, he entertsined himself 
with writing a story which purported to be an account of the original in- 
habitants of the country, their habits, customs end civilization, their 
migrations and their conflicts. From time to time, as his work went on, he 
would call in his neighbors and read to them portions of his manuscript, so 
that they became femiliar with his undertaking. He talked with some of than 
goout publishing his book, in the hope of retrieving his fortunes financially; 
and this appears to have been his purpose when he removed to Pittsburg. There 
is evidence that he conferred with a printer at Pittsburg, by the name of 
Patterson, in reference to the publication, but the book never appeared. 
| _ ‘Fairchild, Manuscript of Solomon Spaulding and the Book of Mormon, ps 188. 
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who had written a historical romance about twenty years before that time. 
In his quest for anti-Mormon propaganda Hurlbut had little difficulty in 
getting eight persons? to sign their nemes to separate testimonials that 
they recognized the Book of Mormon to be the wrk of some plagarist who 
had taken it from the Spaulding remance, However, five of the eight 
testimonials were careful to state that only the “historical” part of the 
Book of Mormon was identical with the old story written by Spaulding. 
Although the Spaulding romance, known to them as "The Manuscript found" had 
never been printed, the people in the vicinity of Conneaut claimed to be 
well acquainted with its contents due to the fact that Spaulding had been 
in the habit of reading it to them from time to time. 

Armed with the eight testimonials Hurlbut end his associate, 
Howe, felt certain that they hed a strong case against the Book of Mormone 
All that was now required to complete their case was to show how Joseph 
Smith cane into possession of the unpublished romance of Solomon Spaulding, 
or, if possible, locate the manuscript and publish ite Howe followed one 
of the clues in the testimonials end went to Pittsburg, end interviewed 
Mrs Daviens bey the printer, who was “thought to have received the old romance 
from Spaulding, but for some reason or other had refused to publish it. 
Patterson could not recall mything perteiniug to such a manuscript as the 
one desor ibed by Hows? 

“At the seme time Hurlbut went to Monson, Massachusetts and 
interviewed Mrs. Matilda Davison, the widow of the late Solomon Spaulding. 
From her it was learned that "Speulding had a great variety of manuscripts, 

Tyona = (a brother of Solomon); Martha ae widow); Henry 
— dohn M. Miller; Aaron Wright; Oliver Smith; Nahum Howerd; and Artenas 
: ” Spi ent years later Patterson signed a statement that “a gentle~ 
men had put into the hands of his foreman s manuscript of a singular wrk, 
chiefly in the style of our English Bible. Thet he (Petterson) had read a 


few pages of it but did not print it because the author did not furnish the 
means.” (Rae hers Rapere, Risverien: Society, III, 192.) 
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and one that was entitled the ‘Menuscript Found,' but of its contents she 
had no distinet ‘knowledge. While they lived in Pittsburg, she thought it 
was once taken to the printing office of Patterson and Lambdin; but whether 
it was ever brought back to the house again, she was quite uncertain; If it 
was, however, it was then with his other writings, in a trunk which she had 
left in Otsego County, New York. md Hurlbut received permission from Mrs. 
Davison to examine the trumk which was then at her cousin's home in Harte 
wick, New York, and if the much coveted manuscript was still there he was 
to take it on to Mr. Nowe for publication. Hurlbut found a manuscript 
in the trunk and returned with it to Mr. Howe , but wifortunately for their 
purpose it did not supply the necessary material to couple i% with the 
contents of the Book of Mormon. When Mormonism Unvailed was published, 
Howe gave a brief but inaceurste account of the manuscript which Hurlbut 
brought to his office; and suggests that Spaulding mst have written two 
historical romances or revised the one that Hurlbut had received from Mrs. 
Davison and that the manuscript referred to in the eight testimoniels aust 
be lost.” | 

Even though their efforts were not rewarded with a manuscript that 
wouldprallel the Book of Mormon, the sieoere of Mormonism Unvailed felt that 
they had sufficient evidence in their ‘ine Testimonials to establish their 
ease and they closed the subject saying ane? "We have fully shown that the 
Book of ormon is the joint production of Solomon Spaulding and smme other 
designing kmave, ete." Thus the Rigdon-Spaulding theory begins. Mormonism 
Unvailed does not show the connecting link necessary to prove that Rigdon 
or Smith was the "designing knave" who stole the dead preacher's romence 
and changed the title from “The Manuscript Found" to the Book of Mormon;" 


and replaced the mundane neme of Solomon Spaulding with the nemes of a 





“Five years leter. ‘She claims wat be very fanilier with the menuscript. 
Tbide, er 8 


®vormonism Unveiled, pe 2863 wad Western Reserve Historicel Society, 
Iii, 192-193 sacar: 
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whole group of angelic personages vio had been prophetic recorders during 
their earthly sojourn. However, Mormonism Unvailed states that, "We may 
here stop to remsrk that en opinion has prevailed, to a considerable extent, 
that Rigdon has been the Iago,the prime mover, of the whole conspiracy. 
Of this, however, we have no positive proof; but many circumstances have 
carried a suspicious appearance; and further developments may establish 
the fact."+ Farthermore, whenever referring to the conversion of Rigdon 
to the Mormon faith the book would have the reader believe that Rigdon's 
early objections advanced egainst Pratt and the other “ormuon missionaries 
who first visited him, were just so much stege play to deseive the people 
into believing that he was actually converted from Canpbellism to the new 
feith. Thus making it easier for him to lead them inte the new church 
efter he had joined. Moreover, Mormonism Unvailed with its eight witnesses 
to the similarity between Spaulding's old romance end the Book of VYormon 
declares that the genuine menuscript in question had been taken as publisher 
in Pittsburge Rigdon was the only Mormon of any importance eat thet early 4 
date who had ever lived in Pittsburg. The naturel result was thet writers 
wio followed Howe and Hurlbut attempted to prove thet Rigdon procured the 
menuscript from the Pittsburg printer ands ecretly communicated with Joseph 
Smith until the time of his conversion. | 

The foregoing theory that stn advanced by Howe and Hurlbut relative 
to the origin of the Book of Mormon has proved to be # popular one. The 
soverweirey of Joseph Smith heving connived with Rigdon in stealing an 


unpublished romence of s deceased minister® made an interesting story, 





Luormonism Unveiled, pe 100, 

21% is interesting to note that in a note written by Spaulding 
end discovered in 1885 he reveals cleerly that he has no faith in the Christian — 
Religion. On the other hand the Book of Mormon is a very religious book and | 
ebounds in claims of the divinity of Jesus. ‘estern Reserve Hitorical _ \ h 
Society, III, 195-96; Book of Mormon, Testimony of the Three Witnesses in . 

6 Preface and ppe 590-4 n late edition. 
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required little effort beyond sopying portions of Mormonism Unveiled, and 
at the same time it ne certain to please the reading public, which in the 
main has generally been anti-Mormon in its Sympathies. With a little 
ShdiAAeeah eantertal heyand Shak. prexen ted in Mormonism Unvailed, end in 
spite of the unexpected discovery ia 18851 of the ‘old Spaulding manus oript 

which Hurlbut got fron the hair truhie in 1834, writers have contpnued fron 
the latter date (1834) on to the present time (1930) to accept the Rig don- 
Spaulding theory as an established Pacts 

Attention hes already been onhica to the “enlergement of memory" 

which cecurred with both oh widow of Spaulding and the printer, ir. 
Patterson, within « tow yours efter eres published Mormonism Unveiled, 
A few wore vain will show how this shadowy tradition became quite 
goasrally aocepted Si: there der eiee writers as definite history: Al though he 
wi dew of sypaalarng knew Nancie dei enoeraeae the manuscript in 1834, by 
1869 she park vied her name to be ekbached to an article that was published 
in the lewtes Recorder in witoh on describes the menusoript very fully. 
The article also asatund sgn when ‘the Book of Mormon was first read in the 
aid didi abdrhded of @onneaut,, John Spaulding, a breather of her deceased 


husband, and one of the eight to write a testimonial for Hurlbut, 





ltrne manuscript, lost sight of sinee the date of Howe's book, 
came to light at Honolulu, Hawaiien Islands, a year ago last August (in 
1855) in the possession of Mr. L. L. Rice, formerly State printer at Columbus, 
Ohio. I (Pres. Jas. H. Fairchild) had asked Mr. Rice, who was an anti-— 
slavery editor in Ohio many years ago, to examine his old pemphlets and 
papers and see what contributions he could make to the anti-slavery litera- 
ture of the Oberlin College library. After a few days he brought out an 
old manuscript with the following certificate on a blank page: 'The writings 
of Solomon Spaulding, proved by Aaron Wright, Oliver Smith, John N. Miller, 
and others. the testimonies of the above gemtlemen are now in my possessions 
Ds Pe Hurlbut,', The three men named sre of the eight witnesses brought 
fomward by Howéess The menusoript ore its: own antiquity. It is soiled 
end worn and discolored with age, ete." From Westerm Reserve Historical 


poss kG Ill, 193, by Pres, Janes H. Fairchild of Oberlin College. 
ee peer a note” 2 and page 41, note 1 
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Recognized perfectiy the work of his brother. ‘He was enaged and afflicted 
it should have been perverted to so wicked a purpose. His grief found 
vent in a flood of tears, and he rose on ‘the spot, and expressed in the 
meeting his sorrow and regret that the writing of nis sainted brother! should 
be used for a purpose so vile end shocking. ‘The excitement in New Salen 
(Conneaut) became so great that the inhabitents had a meeting and delegated 
Dr. Philastus Hurlbut, one of their number to repair to this place, and to 
obtain from me the original manuscript of Mr. Spaulding, for the purpose 

of comparing itewith the Mormon Bible, to satisfy their own minds, end’to 
preven Sear as from Ph ao an error so delusive. 





tn the same article it is stated that GiGney Rigdon had lived in Pitteburg 
at the time Spaulding was attempting to get Paltarean to publish his romance 
and thet Rigdon got the contents of the story fron the printer's office. 

It would be a comparatively easy task to cite a score or more 
books that show evidence of either eagerness or carelessness in using the 
Rigdon-Spaul ding theory either in tote, or with slight variations,°® as set 
forth by Hurlbut end Howe and the purported statement of Mrs. Davison to 
the BOR Gon progr agrs 

As atl as 1884 authors were beet wo tbe "tostinonials." 

In thet year James Jefferies testified on Jenuery 20, that 

Forty years ago I was in business in St. Louis... I knew Sidney 
Rigdon, ile told me several times. thet there was in the office with which 
he was connected, in Ohio, a manuscript of the Reverend Spaulding, trecing 
the origin of the Indians from the lost tribes of Israel. The manuscript 
was in the office several years. lie was familiar with it. Spaulding wanted 
it published, but had not the meens to pay for the printing. He (Rigdon) 
said Joe (Joseph) Smith used to look over the manuscript and reed it on 


Sundays. Rigdon said Smith took the manuscript and said, "I'll print it," 
end went off to Palmyre, New York.* 





e7 


Ione ‘geverend™ Se Spaul ding ‘perhaps died a non-Christian. See 
note 2 page 42... | 

ZQuoted. in “Gleanings by the Way, ps 2B2, it became so well sestablish- 
ed thet Mrs. Davison did not write this article that the writer of this 
book admits the fact even though quoting the article} It was written by 
a minister who had interviewed Mrs. Davison heping to get some information 
to combat the activities of Mormon missioneries in his parish. See iair- 
child, ope Gite, p+ 193, and Times end Seasons, I, 45-6 

SSee Linn, Story ef. Be. YWermons, pp» 74-77 for his fanciful account 
of “The Brewhasting: Gospel” and S. Rigdon's usé of its 
ormon pore en ee by os W. Wyl, 1886, pe 241. Spaulding wrote 
his story in 1éli-1é Rigdon never saw Joseph Smith wmtil the letter 
part of 1850; none. a. gi anti-Mornon writers claimed the manuscript was 
left in an Ohio printing office; Rigdon was not a printer in Ohio, neither 
did iuiullh ever live in, ity sa 1 | 
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One who is unacquainted with the extremes to which anti-Mormon 
authors have gone at times might marvel that the foregoing obviously worth- 


: less “testimonial” could find its way into sober prints. However, the ex- 


eérpt from The Latter Day Saints, A Study of the Mormons, by Keuffman and 
‘Keuffmen, (1912, pe. 30) which follows is as far from the evidence at hand 


as the foregoing "“testiaonial" by Jefféries, and to the reader who is un- 
acquainted with Mormon history it would be more likely to convince him of 
the Rigdon-Spaulding theory. It states that 


| The book (The Manuscript Found) was painstakingly completed in 
islc, fifteen ‘years before Smith's discovery, and a copy then given for pub- 
lication to a printer or bookseller in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, a man named 
Patterson. Here the story created no favorable impression, but was allowed 
to gather dust for several years. The author died without seeing his romance 
in print, and Patterson, on an occasion, lent the manuscript to a compositor 
in his employ, Sidney Rigdon, whno was also a preacher of chameleon faith. 
Then, in 1825, Patterson died. Rigdon next came into view as the right 
hand man of Joseph Smith at the start of the Mormon Church. In 1889 the 
widow of Spaulding published a statement in a Boston, Msessachusetts, news= 
paper, which led to a public meeting. At this meeting the manuscripts of 
The Menuscript Found end the Book of Mormon were compared, and it was es= 
tablished beyond question that the similarity of the two could not be dis- 
regarded. The names of the different characters were exactly the same, and 
whole pages were word for word alike. Moreover, since Spaulding had not been 
an educated man, traces of illiteracy were observable in his work, and these 
errors, were repeated in the Book of Mormon. The only rebuttal offered at 
the time was that issued by Rigdon, whose reply was not worthy of the name 
of argument, and whose coarseness did small good to the Mormon cause. 





fhe above paragraph with all its interesting details does not re 
assure the reader by giving him a single corroborative reference. in short, 
not a single sentence of the entire paragreph is corrects} We will stop with 
this quotation from Kauffman end Kauffman in our demonstration of how a shadowy 
tradition, created in 1834 and reinforced by eight testimonials that were 


valid only in the case that some neighbors of Solomon Spaulding could remen= 





‘The manuscript, not a "copy" of it was supposedly offered to the 
printers. Rigdon never,was employed by Patterson. Patterson was still alive 

in 1842. (See Western Keserve Historical Society, III, 192.) The Mormon Church 
had been orgenized and started om its way before "Rigdon became the right hand 
men." Mrs. Spaulding did not publish the article in Question in the Boston paper 
(see page 44, note 2). Mrs. Spaulding never saw the manuscript efter Gurlbut 
took it to dowe; she never had an opportunity of seeing a Book of Mormon manu- 
 seript in her entire life. The names in the two manuscripts are not alike in a 
single instance, (see page 49). Spaulding was an educated man--a graduate of 
Dartmouth (see page $9, note 3, etce). | | 
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~46< 
ber his romance which he had read them over twenty years before, became ace 
eepted as sober history as time went on in spite of the abundent evidence 
to the contrery. “And without attempting to lengthen the list to all of the 
more important items of evidence which make the Rigdon-Spaulding theory un- 
tenable, I submit the following: 

1) Ho one has ever presented a single sentence of direct evidence 
that Rigdon @ver saw Joseph’ Smith until after. the publication of the Book 
of Mormon. i , 

2) There is cénsiderable evidence that Sidmey Rigdon did not live 
in Pittsburg before 1622, and that at no time in bis entire life did he have 
anything to do with the Patterson and Laabdin printing companys Up to this 
time he hed beén a farmer, a tanner and a lay preachere@ | 

3) In view of “the faet that the missionaries who converted Rigdon 
aid not stop at Kirtland after he had been baptized; but went on their way 
"to convert the Lamenites (Indians)," travelling over one thousend miles west- 
ward beyond Kirtlend and enéuring hardships® and ih anideineity even greater 
then was the aokihdn! tae of all Christian missionaries who attempted to take 
their message to the savages west of the Mississippi--all this makes it pre- 
posterous to believe that when they left Joseph Smith to begin their Missionary 
work they had Si@ney Rigdon in mind and Imew that he would join their cause, 
having been secretly one oi its chief founders. Their, experiences at Kirt- 
land have all the ear marks of genuiness and not that of a cheap bit of stage 
Diy to deveive Rigdon's congregation. In this connection one must also ree 


menber that Rigdon was successful with the people around Kirtland and the 





iene late tanuaniiane® ‘of Rigdon's absence from home, ete, qurted 

by Patterson end Dickenson have long since been exploded. Likewise the “my- 
“sterious. stranger" mythe » See pro statenents in New Light on Mormonism, pe 252. 
‘Journal of History, I1I, Woe 1, ppe Seide 

Sgee Autobiogravhy of Parley P. Pratt, chapters 5-8. 
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Campbellite movement appeared to have a bright future before it while at 
the same time the Mormon group had but a handful of people and its future 
success did not appear very promising st 
4) Dering the seven years interval in which Joseph Smith told his 
neighbors md family about the Book of Mormon (1823-1830), Sidney Rigdon was 
a successful lay preacher in Pittsburg, and later, on the Western Reserve, 
During the greater part of this time he was several himared miles eway from 
the home of Joseph Smith. The fact that he was a man of moderate meens, 
busily engaged in the work of the ministry end the more commonplece activities 
of supporting his family; end at the same time attempting to advance the 
ounne ekaed by Alexander Campbell, presents a strong case against the theory 
that he was secretly comiving with the young man, Joseph Smith, who was’a 
farmer several hundred miles away »® 
6) There ere good reasons for believing that Spaulding wrote only 
one manuscript and that it is the one which Hurlbut received from Mrs. Matilda 
Davison and which later came to light in Honolulu in 1885, | 
(A) Five of the eight testimonials which Hurlbut got from 
the haimetpnvors of Spaulding, were careful to state that the Book of Mor. 
mon wes like the old romance which had been read to them “except for its 
religious pert."3 
, (B) It is a bit doubtful that Spaulding would have written 
two deparate manuscripts on the same subject. The eight witnesses for Hurl- 


but testified that the menuscript which was found was one that Spaulding had 





See statement of Campbell in Millennial Harbinger, 1835, pe 44, 
"Perhaps we were too sanguine when we thought that the fable (Mormonism) was 
so barefaced that it could not stand upon its legs, etc.” 

@Journel of History, III, Wo. hy BPs 8=15; also, Reorganized LeDsSe 
Church History, I, 1 

5the Book of Morn ‘seers with what i iat properly be called "re» 
Ligtous" material on “every pages Many followers of the Rigdon-Speulding theory 
claimed that Rigdon, who was a preacher mixed the Biblicel quotations and theme 
found in the Book with the mea romance written by Spaulding and then gave it to 
; Joseph Smiths eet 
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~48= 
written. Rieywatee st; it so obviously did not agree with the details of the 
Book of Mormon that they were forced to admit that it was not the manu- 
seript that they had already testified had been read to them twenty years 
befores? 

(¢) Very likely the eight witnesses who gave their testimon- 
ials to Hurlbut could not remember the old romance which Spaulding had read 
to them except in its general outline, end in this respect the Book of Mormon 
and the Spaulding story which’ came to light in Honolulu agree. Both claim 
to betes been taken out_of the groupe The manusckipt of Spaulding reads; 


Neer the west. benk of the Conneaught river there are the re« 
mains of an ancient fort. As I was walking end forming various conjuctures 
respecting the character, situation snd numbers of those people who far exceed 
the present Indians in works of art and ingenuity,® I happened to tread on 
a flat stone. This was at.a,small distance from the fort, and it lay on the 
top of a small mound of earth, exactly horizontel. The face of it had a 
‘singular eppearaneéee I discovered a number of characters, which ep peared 
to me to be letters, but so much effaced by the ravages of time, that I 
could not read the inscription. With the assistance of a lever I raised 
the stone; but you may easily conjecture my astonishment when I discovered 
that its ends arid sides rested on stones, and that it was designed as a 
cover to an artificial cave... Within this cavity I found an earthern box, 
with a cover which shut it perfectly tighte The box was two feet in length, 
one md half in breadth, and one and three inches in diameter. My mind 
filled with awful sensations which crowded fast upon me, would hardly per- 
mit my hends to remove this venerable deposit; but curiosity soon gained the 

ascendancy; the box. was taken and raised to open. ‘ihen I had removed the 
cover I found that it contained twentyeight.. of parchment, and that when 
\+eee appeared to’ be manuscripts written in eligant hand, with Roman letters 
and in the Latin language. They were written on a variety of subjects, but 
the roll which principally attracted my attention contained a history of 
the author's life and thet part of America which extends along the Great 
lakes and the waters of the, Missisippy.® 


Qne of the earliest written accounts by the Mormon Church regerding 





lis is important to note in this connection that they had already 


given their "testimonials" before the manuscript was obtained from Mrs. 
Davison by Hurlbut. ! 

The manuscript is full of misspelled words, etc., which has caused 
some to question that Spaulding, who was a graduate of Dartmouth, was the 
actual author. 

SwWwestern Reserve Historical Society, III, 194-95. I have quoted 
from this source rather than rom some reprint of the entire manuscript, 
because it is more available. However, the Reorganized L.D.S. and the L.D.S. 
Church have had the manuscript printed and through their missionary system 
many copies have been distributed. As the quotation indicates, portions of 
the manuscripts were torn, land omitting a few words. 
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the discovery of the Book of Mormon plates follows and very likely, in the 
main, it was the story told by the first missionaries who began preaching 
Mormonism in the neighborhood of Conneaut and brought to the minds of 
Spaulding's friends the story he once read to them: 

I left the field, and went to the place where the messenger had 
told me the plates were depositedsse.. On the west side of this hill, not 
far from the top, under a stone of considerable size, lay the plates deposited 
in a stone boxe This stone was thick end rounding in the middle on the upper 
side, and thinner towards the edges, so that the middle part of it was visible 
above the ground, but the edge all round was covered with earth. Having re- 
moved the earth, I obtained a lever, which I got fixed under the edge of the 
stone, and with a little exertion raised it upe I looked in, and there indeed 
did I behold the plates.1 

The witnesses to the Book of Mormon said thet they handled the 
plates; “and we also saw the engravings thereon, all of which wes the 
appearence of ancient workmanship. "® In both cases the records were 
translated from a foreign language inte the inmglish language. 

(D) It was very likely the above general similerities between the 
old romance and the Book of Mormon, that the neighbors remembered. In this 
connection it is also to be noted that both are dealing with people who 
were pre-Columbian and both contain names that are peculiar to each book== 
and are not found elsewhere in literature; and, finally, they both claim to 
be translations from older writings which were dug out of the ground. But 
at bia point the similarities between the two books cease. The Book of 
Mormon is a religious book, i's page TH religious and Scriptural 
ideas.® Spaulding, although. hie 1 wes nor inally a minister, did not believe 


( ot 7 yh i ne aR > 
in the Christian radtgiond [Bis ' story is nothing more then a clumsy bit of 


fiction that no sane printer would have taken the financial responsibility 


of placing before the public. The Spaulding romance is only one-sixth the 


le 


size of the Book of Mormory jena, “there is not a name or an incident common 





‘round in Preface oF each Book of ilormon. 
3See Western Reserve Historical Society, III, 194. 
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to the twos It is not. written in the solemn Scripture styleee. The names 
of persons are entirely original, quite as remarkable as those in the 
Book of Mormon, but never the seme--such es Bombal, Kadocam, Lobaska, 
Hamboon, Ulipoon, Lemesa, ete, "+ 

6) As one might expect, Mormon writers have stoutly denied the 
Rigdon-Spaulding theory from the very beginning. Moreover, many of the most 
careful non-Mormon writers agree with them on this point. Kiley in his 
The Founder of Mormonism,” after giving considerable attention to the 
Rigdon-Spaulding theory says: 

In fine, Rigdon is a doubtful connecting link; the presumption 
of collusion is only negative... Judging from the characteristics of the 
book, the proof of authenticity is decisive. In form? it has no resemblance 
to the Honolulu manuscript; in matter it needs neither Rigdon's personality 
nor Spaulding's romance to account for itself, 

Then after going into details contrasting Rigdon's style of speaking and 
writing with the style of the Book of Mormon, he concludes: "To sum up: 
These marks of the book ere not the marks of the man Rigdon." 

(b) Bays has written that "The Spaulding story is a faiture. 

Yo not attempt to rely upon ite-it will let you down... The entire theory 
connecting Sidney Rigdon and the Spaulding romance with Joseph Smith in 
originating the Book of Mormon must be abandoned. We have something petter. "4 

(C) Werner has written that, 

There are many flaws in this (Rigdon-Spaulding) theory of the 
origin of the Book of iformon, There is absolutely no evidence worthy of 
consideration that Sidney Kigdon and Joseph Smith ever met before more than 
a year after the publication of the fook of Mormens? It has also been 
impossible to establish definitely, In spite of desperate efforts, that 
Sidney Rigdon ever worked for the printing firm of Patterson and Lambdin... 


The Spaulding story was en attempt on the part of the first ardent anti- 
Mormons to discredit the divine origin of the Book of Mormone.. The whole 








abide, pe 194. These statements from President Fairchild. 
ished in 1902. See ppe 387-94. 
3y nh already shown that they do agree in their general features. 
se Doctrines and Dognas of Mormonism, Examined end Refuted, 
1897, Pp» 2 | 
e ‘Book of Mormon was published March, 1830; Rigdon met de 
Smith Dec. 1830. 
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Spaulding story is an instance of the feverish efforts of = ti-Mormons to 
prove thet Joseph Smith was incapable of writing the Book of Mormon without 
the aid of God, end they refused to adnit for a moment thet he did so with 
the aid of God. It is my conviction that Joseph Suith wrote the Book of 
Mormon without the aid of God, and that the book itself shows evidence of 
being a dip be of Smith? s environments! 

(0) Prince has written that 

Prolonged snalysis and comparison (by himself) made it incredible 
that Spaulding had any connection with the book, doubtful that Rigdon was 
implicated, certain that Joseph Smith's hand is perceptible in every part, 
and probable that he was the sole author, the edifice of whose imagination 
echoed to reminiscences which he was far from recognizinge* If there were 
no knowledge of Smith it would yet be most probable that the author lived 
in western New Yorkese. Smith did, but Spaulding and Rigdon did not. 

Several other non-Mormon authors® could be quoted to show that 
the Rigdon~Spaulding theory does not starid the test of careful investigation. 
Perhaps of the entire group of non-Mormons writers to reject this theory 
President Fairchild of Oberlin College was the most effedtive.* 

7) Another important item of evidence which hes been generally 
overlooked by both Mormon end non-Mormon writers is the fact that Alexander 
Campbell knew Sidney Rigdon well; he kmew his style of preaching and writing; 
he knew what Rigdon had been doing during the decade of 1820-1830. In 
connection with these facts one must remember that Campbell was one of the 
first men to read the Book of Mormon and attenpt to give a written analysis 
of its contents. At that time he said that, “If I could swear to any man's 
voice, face, or person, assuming different names, I could swear that this 
book (The Book of Mormon) was written by one man... I cannot mubt for a 


single moment but that he (J. Smith) is the sole author and proprietor of ite"? 





iLife of Brigham Yo 







» 1925, pp» 58-60. 
nology, XXVIII, (1917), pp. 373-89. 


ia 8% r: 189; Stenhouse, The kocky Mountain 
Saints. These writers are @ll non-Mormons, and in some cases decidedly 


Vanti" in Sympathy. 

. $I refer to his paper read before the Northern Ohio and Western 
Reserve Historical Society, March 25, 1886, after he came into possession 
of the old Spevlding romance. It is quite evident that I have quoted 
liberally from his paper throughout this chapter. | 

‘Millennial Harbinger, 1831, Pe 95. 
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o52~ 
Campbell would have been the most likely man to have discovered any contri- 
bution that nant have been offered by Sidney Rigdon to the Book of Mormon; 
end, moreover, his enger was so aroused because of Rigdon's apostasy fron 
"Campbellism" end his having taken any disciples with him into the Mormon 
fold, he would not have hesitated to use anything that would discredit the 
Mormon claims to divinity and at the same time humiliate his former lieutenant, 





| the purponeed letter of Mrs. Spaulding-Davison appeared 
in the Boston Reoprider, in 1839, definitely stating thet Rigdon had lived 
in Pittsburg and had been connected with the printing company of Patterson 
end Lambdin, Rigdon immediately wrote a flet denial which he continued to 
affirm until his death even though he was excommunicated from the Mormon 
Chureh about twenty-nine years before his death, and non-Mormons on several 
eceasions attempted to persuade him to admit thet the Book of ormon was 
founded on the Spaulding manuscript. The following sentences are taken 
from his letter to the Boston paper after Mrs. Spaulding's letter appeared: 
_» It-is only necessary to say in relation to the whole story about 
spaulding's writings being the hands of Mr. Patterson, who was at Pittsburg, 
and who is said to have kept a printing office, etc., etes, is the most base 
of lies, without even the shedow of truthe.. If I were to sey that I ever 
heard of the Reve Solomon Spaulding and his hopeful wife until Db. P. 
Hurlbut wrote his lie about me, I should be a liar like unto themselves, 
Rigdon's son, John, visited Salt Lake City in 1865 on his way to 
California. While there he visited some of the Mormons who had been his 
boyhood friends in Nauvoo, which awakened him interest in Mormonism. Years 
leter he joined the Mormon Church and has written that his vonyordion was 
due to a conversation which he hed with his father (S. Rigdon) after he 
returned East. “After going over the Bethe tex explanation of the origin of 
the Book of Mormon the conversation is reported to have proceeded as follows: 


(John speaking) 





lcomplete letter is found in the Appendix. 
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| in this (iee., Mormon story of the Book of Mormon) true? If so, 
all right; if not, you owe it to me (Jon) and to our family to tell it. 
You (Sidney) are an old man and you will soon pass away, and I wish to 
know if Joseph Smith, in your intimacy with him for fourteen years had not 
Said. something to you that led you to believe he obtained that book in some 
other way than what he had told yous. “ive me (John) all you know about it, 
that I may know the truth. My father (Sidmey,) after I had finished saying 
what I have repeated above, looked at me a moment, raised his hand above 
his head end siowly said, with tears glistening in his eyes: ‘My son, I 
can swear before high heaven that what I have told you ebout the origin of 
that book is truee Your mother and sister, Mrs. Athalia Robinson, were 
present when that book was handed to me in Mentor, Ohio, and ali I ever 
mew about the origin of that book was what Parley P. Pratt, Oliver Cowdery, 
Joseph Smith and the witmesses who claimed that they saw the plates have 
told me, and in all of my intimacy with Joseph Smith he never told me but 
one story, and thet wes that he found it engraved upon gold plates in a 
hill near Palmyra, New York, end that an angel had appeared to him and 
directed him where to find its and I have never, to pe or to any one else, 
teld but the one story, end that I now repeat to you.! 


From the evidence that has been evailable since 1885, one can 
readily see that the Rigdon-Spaulding theory might have taken the following 
steps in its development from a shadowy tradition to its wide acceptance 
as sober history; After "Doctor" Philestus Hurlbut was excommunicated from 
the Mormon Church, because of his immorality, and later forced to pay about 
three hundred dollars in court fees, etc., for threatening to murder Joseph 
Smith, he occupied his time for a while giving anti-diormon lectures,.* While 
in Conneaut, . district where he had once resided, he heard rumor that the 


story of the Book of Mormon reminded some of the people of an old romance 





loited by Robert's A Comprehensive History of the Church, I, 234-35. 
Pe P. Pratt writes thet he first introduced Rigdon to Mormonism: “About the 
15th of October, 1850, I (PeP. Pratt) took my p sae in company wi th 
Elder 0. Cowdery and Peter Whitmer, to Ohioe We called on Elder 8. Rigdon, 
and then, for the first time his eyes beheld the book of Mormon. I myself 
had the happiness, to present it to him in person (1) He was much suprised, 
and it was with much persuasion and argument that he was prevailed on to 
read it. Now I (P»P.Pratt) testify, that the forgers of the Spaulding lie 
(concerning S$. Rigdon and others) are of the seme description as those who 
forged the lie against the disciples of old, accusing them of stealing the 
body of Jesus. And those who love this lie are no better; and except they 
repent they will have their part with drunkards, whoremongers, sorcers, 
thieves, murders, etc., for being guilty of loving and pac hie! a lie.” 
Kidder, Mormonism and Mormons, pp. 6869. 


@See Werner's Brighan Young, pe 59. 
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\ 
that the late Solomon Spaulding had reed to then twenty years before. They 
were reminded of the Spaulding story because the Mormon Elders, in their 
public discourses, told how Joseph Smith got the records from a stone box; 
end that it wes a history of the eerly inhabitents of America, and that it 
had been translated into the English lenguage. from en ancient one. The 
introduction to the old Spaulding romance, in a broad generel way, claimed 
to be e similar record; end’ it also saw the light of modern times in the 
above fashion, Nomis, purported to have been found in a stone box, contained 
information of a group of people who came to Awerics in pre~Columbien times 
end was trenslated by Spaulding into the English language. Upon heuring these 
runors, Hurlbut, in collaboration with %. De Howe, the anti-Mormon editor 
of the Painesville Telegraph determined to prove thet Spaulding was actually 
the author of the Book of Mormon. Hurlbut began to question the neighbors 
of Speulding who had heard him read his menuscript twenty years before; and 
the very’ questions he asked would suggest the enswers for which he hoped. 
With little difficulty he obtained the written testiv:ony of eizht witnesses 
that the Book of ‘ilo rmon wee, in the main, identical with the old Spaulding 
robniions Some testified that they could well remember such Book of Mormon 
‘names as “Nephi,” “Lehi,” end Moroni," etc., as heving been in Spaulding's 
rOMaAncee 

In order to fully clinch their “proof,” Howe and Hurlbut then 

attempted to locate the old unpublished manuscript. The widow of Spaulding 
{now Mrs. Davison) then living in Monson, Massachusetts, directed them to the 
writings of her former husband, The old romance was found and taken to Howe's 
printing office in Painesville, Ohio, Upon examination they discovered that 
the manuscript showed no resemblance to the Book of Mormon other then in its 
nost general characteristios. fo. have published it end have been damaging 


to their plans. 
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They were then compelled to either abandon their theory and leave 
Wapubltdned their book which was almost ready for the press, or shift the 
evidence. They did the latter; they briefly, but somewhat inaccurately, des- 
eribed the manuscript which they had received from Mrs. Davison and admitted 
that it did not agree with the Book of Mormon. ‘They then advanced the theory 
“that Spaulding re-wrote his meriuscript and that it wes the re~written one 
Which nda béenFéad to his neighbors, end unfortunately the second draft was 
lost. In their book, it5 Pasi ba “availed; they published the eight testimonials 
end hinted thet Sidney Rigdon had known of Mormonism Before the publication 
of the Book of Mormon, 

: Mormonisn Unvailed beceme quite popular. Its long list of test~ 
imonials against the Smith fawily in general. end Joseph Smith in particuler, 
and the eight testimonials thet Spaulding was the real author of the Book 
of Mormon, has made it the Classic of enti-Mormon literature. Five years 
after Hurlbut and Howe had published their book, a Rev. DB. RH. Austin of 


1 


Monson, Massachusetts, needed some argunents against the Mormon missionaries 
who were sucéessfully proselyting in his vicinity. He interviewed Mrs. Davison 
did “enian wrote a long anti-Mormon article which was published in the Boston 
Recorder under her name. ‘This article was quickly utilized by enti-Mormon 
writers who followed, because it definitely stated that Spaulding had taken 

his romance to Patterson amd Lembdin, Pittsburg printers, and that Sidmey 
Rigdon had stolen the story from that place. Rigdon immediately denied the 
statenents and it was later proved that Mrs. Spaulding was not the author of 


the article, but the theory was too convenient and, at times, too attractive 


to be abandonede 





iy Fadvontia gonnects- qortie eit the edautien; Pratt (a Mormon) 
says tak ‘it was written by "Priest Storrs (mesning a protestant minister ) 
who had lost his deacon and several members of his shurch."=-See Times and 
Seasons, I, 45-46. In Gleaning by the Way (non-Mormon) we find both Storrs 
and Austin mentioned, Pe Mis 
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In a remarkably short time after the publication of Mormonism 
Unvalled it is observable that both Mrs. Davison and the printer, Mr. 
Patterson, have an enlargement of memory which continued with their 


descendants and relatives. 


Mrg@.e Ellen Ke Dickinson, a grandniece of 
Mrs. Solomon Spaulding, in her New Light on Mormonism found it easy to 
put imaginings in the place of facts in her statements in reference to 
Rigdon as follows: 

_ At an early age he was a printer by trade, and is known to have 
been in Conneeaut, Ohio, at the time Spaulding read his Manuscript Fowmd 
to his neighbors,ee md it is easy to believe the report that he followed 
or preceded Spaulding to Pittsburg, knowing all his plens, in order to ob- 
tain his manuscript, or copy it, while it was in Patterson's printing 
housé=~an easy thing to do, as the fact of the menuscript being left 
carelessly in the office for months, is not questionable, “ 

From the publication of Mormonism Unvailed down to 1885 when 
the old Spaulding manuscript was unexpectedly discovered in Honolulu, 
the advocates of the Rigdon-Spaulding theory did little more than 
rehash the old arguments set forth by Howe and Hurlbut so far as evidence 
is concerned. But after 1685 there has been an inclination on the part 
of noneMormon writers to abandon the old theory due to the fact that the 
discovered manuscript fits the early description of the old romance, and 
at the same time, it does not agree with the contents of the Book of 
Mormons 

Writers like Kauffman and Kauffman in their book, The Latter 
Day Saints, reveal the fact that they are unacquainted with the facts 
in the case and have done little more than read some second or third 


handed reehash of the old story as told in Mormonism Unvailed, end the 


letter of 1839 in the Boston Recorder that was fasely written under the 
T§ee Who Wrote the Book of Mormon?, by R. Patterson, 6 son of 


the early printers; and New Tight on Mormonism, by Ellen E. Dickinson, 
a grendniece of Mra. Spaulding. 
Page 47 of book quoted; and Western Reserve Historical 
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mame of Mrs. Davison. Moreover, in the last mentioned book, ons finds that 
the authors did not limit themselves to the general tradition but permite 
ted their imeginations the freest rein possible. Before returning to 
the more interesting subject of Rigdon*s activities in the Mormon Church 
after his conversion let us close this chapter with a short reiteration 
from the anti-Mormon Bays: “The Spaulding story is a failure, Do not 
atteapt to rely upon it--it will let you downese The entire theory connect- 
ing Sidney Rigdon and the Spaulding romance with Joseph Smith in origin= 


ating the Book of Mormon must be abandoned. We have something better," 
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CHAPTER IV 
SIDNEY RIGDON==A MORMON LBADER 


(KIRTLAND PuRtOD 1831- 1838) 


“In the fall of 1830, a few months after Rigdon had clashed with 
Campbell at Austintown over the subject of including early Christian | 
~Communism in the "Restored" faith, four young Mormon preachers called at 
hae home, * Among the group was Parley Parker Pratt, an erstwhile lay 
“preacher of "Campbellism," who had been converted by Rigdon a few nonths 
past, Doubtless Rigdon was surprised to find his friend preaching a 
hel gouged: but whatever his feelings, he did not hesitate to offer him 
hospitality. When Pratt and his sssociates handed Rigdon a copy of tke 
Book of Mormon, which had been printed but a few months, he expressed 
"considerable doubts" to the supernatural claims that were made for the 
book, end when the young enthusiasts attexpted to argue the subject with 
him he said, “No, young gentlemen, you must not argue with me on this 
subjecty but I will read the book, and see what claim it has upon my 
faith, end will endeavor to ascertain whether it be a revelation from 
God ‘or note wt 

Without waiting to hear his final decision on the subject, 
the four missionaries began to go from house to house, teaching that the 
Apostolic Church was restored through the mediation of engels. A few 
days later, with Rigdon's permission, they held a public meeting in his 
ohur ch which was well attended, Considerable interest was, shown in their 


theme and at the close of the service their pastor, Sidney Rigdon, arose 





and 





tp, P. Pratt, Ziba Peterson, Oliver Cowdery, Peter Whitmer. 
2 Journal of History, III, Now ly 13. 
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Steted to the congregation that the information they had that 
evening obtained was of an extrsordinery character, end certainly demanded 
their serious attention; And as the apostle advised his brethren to 
'prove ell things, and hold fest to that which is good,' so he exhorted 
his brethren to do likewise, and give the matter ea ecareful investigetion; 
and not turn against it, without being fully convinced of its being en 
spy wg lest they should patently resist the truth, 
At Birtiond, wad oh was io two miles from Mentor, the Mormon 
Elders were successful in converting seventeen members of small communis- 
tis eww A few others within Rigdon's preaching district were baptized, 
Frequently the missionaries would call at Rigdon's house and discuss their 
message with him end they usually found him busily engeged in reading 
the Book of Mormon "end praying to the Lord for directione™ At the end 
of two weeks he had finished the book and had arrived at the conclusion 
thet Mormonism was the apostolic church divinely restored to the pai 
He told his wife what his convictions were, end asked her if she would ‘i, 
follow him in sidenstina! ae new religione Not wishing her to overlook 
the economic consequences” of a change in religion, he is reported to 
have said, "My dear, you have followed me, once into poverty, are you 
again willing to do the seme?" Her enswer was, "i sei counted the 
cost, ead I am perfectly satisfied to follow yous it is my desire to do 
the will of God, come life or come death, "* 
Rigdon then publicly anounced his conversion to Mormonism 
stating that “he was fully convinced of the truth of the wrk, by a 


reveletion from Jesus Christ, which was made known unto him in a remerk- 


able manner, so that he could exclaim 'fleshiand blood have not revealed 





“@Ibid, 
Leto was very interested in tois smell group of people 
which attempted to have “all things in commone™ When Joseph Smith arrived 
in Kirtland he persuaded them to give up their system for the "United 


Order" which he instituted. | 
Sie seems to have suffered financial reverses after leaving the 


Baptist Church in Pittsburg. At this time his friends were in the act 
of building him a new house, etc. (See Ibids, p. 12) 
“Ibid, De 15. 
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it unto me, but my Father which teste heaven, "4 Rigdon's conversion 
caused a great deal of excitement in thet section of the Western Re- 
servee A hundred years have passed since he beoeme a Mormon; the Mormon 
Church has enjoyed a healthy growth from that time until the present, 
and its thousends of missionaries during this long period of time have 
brought many converts into their church who have far surpassed Rigdon 
in wealth, training, native ebility or strength of cheracter.e But in 
the writer's Opinion, Sidney Kigdon rmks among the most important of 
all Mormon converts. 

With all his instability end lack of technicel training, he 
stood for “the last word" in education and culture, in the minds of 
hundreds living in thet pert of Americas The Mormon missionary could 
now boast that R thobesatid’ pron ake had accepted the now religions 
Tullidge, the Mormon historian, has written that "Undoubtedly the splender 
of Sidney's career gave to the Mormon Church « substantial dignitye"* 
Wiedae’ Gave Morevetven an intellectual respectability of which it could 
net boast up to: that time. Moreover, he gave it the best and most effect~ 
ive advertising thet it ever has received in that section of the United 
Statese The peramount iten in determining the success of a new religious 
sect is converts. Wealth, culture, organization, etee, are of little use 
wuless people continue to accept the message. People vin to be associa= 
ted with a “going concern" whether it is a church or « school or some 
kind of business. ‘The most etitractive part of amissionary's message, 
particularly if, he., mannan ents @ new church) zis the evidence he gan 
araduoe thet others are veauibin accepting the seachinge Pave sens 
“clerify ond eleborete their doctrines, establish their creed, and 


stabilize their jgaemenety of sontrol after they have converted many people, 
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When Rig don Paste his conversion the Mormon Church was but 
eight months old. It is very doubtful that there were over one hundred 
converts up to that date. Not a Single book™ or pamphlet had been pub- 
lished; only a very meagre beginning had been mde relative to church 
organization, aud much of its theology was yet to be defined, Her 
missionaries had a simple message and teaching that could be easily undere- 
stood and readily accepted by people who had been tapght oy “Campbellite™ 
teachers that all of ls hia di had drifted from the Apostolic Church 
and that a. "Restoration of the Ancient Order of Things" was necesserye 
The Mormon missionary agreed that such conditions had prevailed; but they 
insiated that angels had visited the earth and had restored the Apostolic 
Church, that neither Campbell nor any man could restore it of himself; 
God had to do it--and had done it « few months past. It was this argument, 
coupled with the divine claims made for the Book of Mormon, which conver= 
ted Rigdon and which Saad hin to be iimersed on November 14, 1830, by 
Oliver Cowdery. © The latter claimed to have received his ordination 
along with soph Smith under the hands of no less a person than John 
the Baptists ne 

| The torsion teaching | wes readily understood end startlingly 

abu¥in Sttg tn Northern Ohio bi sig Ppabasn was Bonvaneedl Pratt has written 
that, ~ 

The interest and excitenent now becaie general in Kirtland, 
and in all the region round about. ‘The people thronged us night end day, 
insomuch that we hed no time for rest and retirement. Meetings were 
convened in different neighborhoods, and multitudes came together soli~ 
citing our attendance; while thousends flocked sbout us daily; some to be 
taught, “Bone for curiosity, some to obey the gospel, end some to dispute 


or resist it.” In-two or three weeks from Our arrival in the ‘neighborhood 
with ‘the news, we had baptized one hundred end twenty-seven souls, and 
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this number soon increased to a thousand.) the disciples were filled with 
joy and gladness; while rage and lying was abundantly manifested by gain- 
sayers.2 i | 

“Upon Rigdon's conversion the missioner ies baptized him end his 
wife end o déined him and several other new converts to the office of "Klder." 
Then Pratt, and his companions and Dr. Frederick Williams, ‘one of their new 
converts, went on their way to the Indian territory lying west of the 
Mississippi, which had been their objective when they left Joseph Smith 
in New York State, They were looking forthe place mentioned ih the 
Book ‘of Mormon where ‘the "New Jerusalen” should be built before the coming 
of the Lord, Joseph Smith had received «4 revelation designating its 
location as somewhere’ on the "“Sorder of the Lemanites."5 Their windfall 
of converts at Kirtland had’ been incidental to their original mission.* 

Shortly ‘after his’ conversion Rigdon left for Manchester, New 

York, to meet Joseph Smith, the founder of Mormonism. Ee took Edward 


Pertridge, « successful young hatter of Painesville, along with him, 5 





lthere was not a thousand mtil the next sumer. 

@Autobiogr aphy of PePePratt, B. 50. 

“smith, (Joseph, Junior), Book of Doctrine and Covenants of the 
Church of the Latter-day Saints, SecEion 3 They are to preach to the 
I manites, i»¢., Indians; the prophet is to find the exact location for 
the city later on. 

*fhese missionaries renained at Kirtland until after itigdon had 
departed for the Prophet's home. The Prophet sent John Whitmer to look 
after the new converts and then Pratt end his companions went on their 
way to Missouri. Pratt returned about March 1, 1831, and gave his report. 
In June, 1631, the Prophet went to Missouri and shows them where the city 
of Zion shovld be built. 

wucy Smith, the Prophet's mother, relates their appearance thus: 

"In December..s Joseph appointed a meeting at our house, While he wes 
preaching, Sidney Rigdon and Edward Partridge came in, and seated them= 
selves in the “Congregation. When Josevh had finished his discourse, he 
gave all who hed any remarks to m&ke the privilege of speaking. Upon this, 
Mir, Pertridge arose, and stated thet he had been %o Menchester with the 
view of obtaining further information respecting the doetrine which he 

preached, but not finding us he had made some inguiry of our neighbors 
concerning our characters, which they stated had been unimpeachable, until 

Joseph deceived us relative to the Book of Mormon. He also said that he 
had walked over our farm, and observed the good order and industry which 

it exhibited... And, having heard that our veracity was not questioned 

upon any other point than that of our religion, he believed our testimony, 
was be baptized 'if,' said he, ‘brother Joseph will baptize 
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Joseph Smith has left no record deseribing his elation upon 
hearing of the fruitful labors of his first missionaries, and the arrival 
of the femous preacher, Sidney Rigdon, but one thing appears certain: 
Welcome as the "greet" preacher of thirty-seven might have been to the 
young prophet of twenty-five, the latter did not feel over-awed in the great 
man's presence. Neither did he ever play a subservient part to Rigdon, 
or hesitate to clean a position of "Prophet, Seer, Kevelator, md Trans- 
lator" to the church. In fact, the following day, after Rigdon's arrival, 
cm Prophet had two revelations. The first one revealed “the will of 
the Lord” honisarntnng Kigdon, and the second one was directed to Edward 
Partridge. The peicilh akties for Rigdon is significant in that it shows the 
position he shall take in the church, A generous portion of it follows: 

1) Listen to the voice of the Lord your God, even Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, whose course is one eternal eestor the same 
today as yesterday, an& Caréver.' 

2) I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was crucified for the 
sins of the wrld, even es many as will believe on my name, that they 
may become the sons of God, even one in me as I am in the Father and the 
Father is one An me, that we may be one. 
3) Behold, alien, verily, I say umto my servant Sidmey, I have 
looked upon thee and thy works. I have heard thy prayers, and prepared 

thee for a greater work. . 
4) Thou ert blessed, for thou shalt do great thingse Behold 

thou wast sent forth, even as John, to prepare the way before me, and 


before Elijah which should come, and thou knowest it not. 


5) Thou didst baptige by water unto repentance, but they received 
not the Holy Ghost; 


6) But now I give unto thee a new commandment, that thou shalt 
baptize by water, and they shall receive the Holy Ghost by the laying on 
of the hands, even as the apostles of olde 


: 7) And it shall come to pass thet there shall be a great work 
in the land, even emon; the Gentiles, for their folly and their abomina- 
tions shall be made mmifest in the eyes of all peoples; 





lpoctrine end Covenants, Sections 35 and 36, 
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8) For I em God, and wine arm is not shortened; and I will show 
miracles, signs, and wonders, unto all those who believe on my names 


9) And whoso shall ask it in my name in faith, they shall cast 
out devils; they shell heal the sick; they shall cause the blind to receive 
their sight; and the deaf to rs and the dumb to speak, and the lame 
to walk; 


10) And the time speedily cometh that great things are to be shown 
forth unto the children of menjgees 


15) ee. the time of my coming,... is nigh at handees 


17) And I have sent forth the fullness of my gospel by the hand 
of my servant.dosephs; and in weakness have I blessed hin, | 


18) And I have given wuto him the keys of the mystery of those 
things which have been sealed...from the foundation of the worldes. 


19) Wherefore, watch over him that his faith fail not,e. 

20) And eo commendnent I give unto thee, that thou shalt write 
for him; and the Seriptures shell be given, even as they are in mine own 
bosom, to the salvation of mine own electses 


22) And now I say unto you, tarry with vim, and he shall journey 
with you; forsake him not, and surely these meine? shall be fulfilled. 


23) And inasmuch as ye do not write, behold, it shall be given 
unto him to prophesy; And thou shalt preach my gospel end call on the holy 
“eee to prove his words, as they shall be given hims oo 


27) Fear not, little flock, the kingdom is zauee until I comee 
Behold I come quickly. Even so Amens} 


| . Beth Rigdon and Partridge were favorably impressed with the 
Prophet and his revelations. Rigdon immediately became his Seribe, and 
some months later Partridge men the first bishop in the church.” 
Because of Higdon's age, wider experience aaa theetbit education, 
writers fone frequently been misled in their attempts to place each man 


in his. proper relationship wi th the other, and with the church in general. 


Mii nS RTH PRCA RRP agg NN Reger: pert ree. el i ain 
: Doctrine & Covenants, he 35, Verses 19-23 have particular 


importance $s studye 

ni Suan teben 9) 28 Mormons at Kirtland, p. 22, says, "Jenuary 19, 1830, 
another advertisenent offers my Valuable hatter stand for sale' and states 
that he wished to quit the business. By September 28, 1830, six weeks 
before the four missionaries appeared he (i.e., Fartil dee) had sold ite 


It is possible and may be probable thet he was merely a pilgrim seeking 
the truth." (A Master's thesis located in the Western Reserve University. ) 
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Rigdon is frequently called the “brains” of Mormonism by anti-Mormon writers. 
Some writers ere him the ered t, er bleme, for the authorship of the Sook 
of Mormon, or at least parts of it, the church form of organization, and 
most of its (ie Pe jaateinee. That he. influenced Jos eph Smith there can 
be no reason for doubt, + because they were together most. intimately for 
over a decade. 52% in attempting to discover wherein Rigdon contributed 
anything to Mormonism one should remember that the following items were 
established before he met Joseph Smith: The idea that, 

1) God is a personal being=-"A glorified man." 


2) Jesus is a separate and distinct being from God, and He also 
is a glorified man. 


3) A resurrected person hes a tangible body, and can appear 
before a humen being and talk, labor, etc. 


4) Thet Satan and evil spirits are realities end are memies 
of the work of God, iee., the progress of the Mormon Church. 


5) The American Indians are a degenerate branch of the ancient 
Israelites. , 


6) The Book of Mormon is a divine record of the foregathers of 
the American Indians. 


7) America is a “promised land" and a "holy city” shall. be built upon this 
continent. A temple shall be built in the holy city and Christ will 
soon come to his temples 


8) The Mormon Church is the only true church in the wrlda, and 
its Elders are the only divinely commissioned priesthood on the earth, 


9) Joseph Smith was a prophet, seer, revelator, and translator, 
and the only person who was supposed to receive revelation for the guidence 
of the church during his lifetime. 


| 10) The doctrines of faith, repentance, baptism by immersion for 
_ the remission of nate and the layingeon«of=hends for the gift of the 
wane Ghoste 





, see page #7, for David Whitmer's statement regarding Rig don's 
influence on the prophet. the following is from I.WeW. Riley's The 
rouse oe. Mormonism, pe 92, “It is true that he (J.8.) had little use for 
zed mene The learning of his contemporaries was poor 
put he 2h it his om. His absorptive acts were many and various. He was 
directed by revelation to ‘study and learn, and become acquainted with 
all good books, and with lenguages, tongues, and people.t So the — 
‘Visions and writings of Moses' came out with the appearance on the 
‘soene *h AEP, MEER. the Re Auatetig prodigy. £, the Western Reserve." 
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11) The church should have Apostles, Elders, priests, teachers, 
and deacons. The duties of these officers had been defined. 


12) The prayers for blessing the Lucharist were already written. 


13) The missionary system had begum and the preaching "without 
purse or scrip" had been introduced. 


" 14) The gifts of the spirit, ise., healings, visions, prophecy, 
etc. 


From the: prophet's journal and other available data it appears 
that Rigdon did not hesitate to obey the revelation which had instructed 
him to “wateh over the Prophet, that his faith feil notles write for hime.. 
tarry with him... forsake him not..epreach my gospel and call on the holy 
prophets to prove his (dv S.) words, as they shall be given him." He 
was kept very busy during his visit in New York State which lasted wtil 
the latter part of Jenuarys Most of the time during these two months, he 
and the prophet ave busily engaged in producing an “Inspired translation 
of the Bible.” “We also learn from less reliable sourses that he gave a 
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li do not present the above as an exhaustive list of Mormon 
theology and church polity that was in operation before Rigdon came on the 
scene, but merely to indicate some of the “fundamentals” of Mormonism which 
preceeded hime 

A careful reading of the various sources convinces me thet this 
was begun before Rigdon appeared, but little headway hed been made. This 
work lasted over a number of years. The Prophet’ s journel of Feb. 2, 1833, 
says, "I completed the translation and review of the New Testanent, and 
sealed it up no more to be opened till it arrived in Zion." In duly 2, 1833, 
he writes; "We this day finished the translation of the Scriptures, for 
which we return our gratitude to our heavenly father.’ There is no evidence 
that either Joseph Smith or Sidney Rigdon knew any language other than the 
English up to this time...As they went through the Bible the Prophet would 
detect the errors through inspiration end his seribe, Rigdon, would record 
the necessary changes. This “Inspired... Version” was never published during 
his lifetime. Years after his death the "Reorganized" branch of the Mormon 
Church had the Prophet's inspired version printed and it is still highly 
prized by them. The Utah Mormons have never accepted the “Inspired Version" 
in its printed form, stating that it was the Prophet's intentions to carg~ 
fully re-cheek his notes, etc., before sending the manuscript to the printer; 
but he was murdered before he had the opportunity to make a final correction. 
For further details see Hobert's Comprehensive History of the Church, I, 
247-48. No changes were made in Danie aniah, Habukkuk, 





Sp 
Malachis The principal changes in the ola Spacey are made in Genesis, 
Exodus, and Isaiah. 12,652 words were added to Mark.. Some of the changes 
were aH spelling, some in a ivan at in numbers reported; capitalization of 
: cy Gh tere from, matters. of minor importance 
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public sermon on Mormonism in the town hall of Palmyra--just about three 
miles from the Snith farm. On that occasion, it is said, he picked up 
the Bible’ in one’ hand and the Book of Mormon in the other, end bringing 
them together with force “pronouneed them one in inspiration end importance." 

Besides his preaching end translating! he carefully investigated 
the rumors afloat that the Smith family, end espesially Joseph, were bad 
characters. He investigated the cause of the Prophet's arrest on the charge 
of disturbing ‘the peace, and from two different nagistrates he received a 
written statemmt clearing his friend from any illegal acts. He is honored 
by receiving a revelation or two with the Prophet, and when John Whitmer, 
one of the "eight witnesses to the Book of Mormon" was to be sent to 
Ohio to look after the new converts he sent a long letter to his friends 
in that vicinity who had embraced the new faith. Among other things the 
letter contained the following: 

I send you this letter by John Whitmers Reveive him, for he is 
a brother greatly beloved, and an Apostle of this Churche With him we 
send all the revelations we have received; for the Lord has declared unto 
us that you pray wmto Him that Joseph Smith and myself go speedily unto 
youseses The Lord has made kmown unto us some of his great things which he 
has laid up for them that leve Him, among which the fact that you are 
living on the land of promise and that there (at Kirtland) is the place 
of gathering... Therefore, be it known to you, brethren, that you are 
dwelling on your eternal inheritence; for which coasg not to give ceaseless 
glory, praise end SES ES TSIN to the God of Heaven. 

Rigdon soon follows the Letter to Kirlend,® in hinged latter part 


of January, he wat ‘Partridke, Joseph Smith and his wife, Fame. Leave New 





lyears later Rigdon referred to these early months with the 
Prophet in the following manner: "I recollect in the year 1850 I met the 
whole Chureh of Christ in a little old log house about 20 feet square, 
near Waterloo, NeY., and we began to talk about the Kingdom of God as if 
we have the world at our commande We talked with great confidence, end 
talked big things. Although we were not many people, we had big feelings. 
We knew 14 years ago that the Church would become as large as it is todays 
We were as big then as we ever shall be. We began to talk like men in 
authority and power. We looked upon the men of the earth as grasshopperses" 
(1. DoS .Churoh History. VI, 288.) 
oR ” Kennedy, Harly Deys of Mormonism, p. 84. 
Sxennedy’ and a nies neeer “ads 
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York State and for the next seven years, Kirtlend, Ohio, becomes the main 
centre of Rigdon's activities. The position that Joseph Smith should hold 
in the church was well demonstrated within five minutes after his, errivel — 
in Kirtland, 

The sleigh drove through the streets of Kirtland and drove up 
in front of the store of Gilbert end Whitney. One of the men, a young 
end stalwart personage, alighted, and springing up the steps walked into 
the store and to where the junior partner was stwriding. “Newel K. Whitney! 
Thou art the mant" he exclaimed, extending his hand cordially, as if to 
an old femiliar acquaintance. “You have the advantage of me," replied the 
merchant, as he mechanically took the profered hand, "I could not call you 
by neme as you have me.” I am Joseph the Prophet,” said the stranger 
smiling. "You've prayed me here, now whet do you want of me?"t 

Rigdon might have been looked upon as the "Grest orator of the 
Mahoning Association," but he was never mistaken for # prophet up to this 
time in his life, From now on his glory was eclipsed by the young and 
audacious Yankee who could look men in the eye and say, "I am Joseph, the 
Prophet." Within a remarkably short time people began to journey from all 
parts of American and Canada, and eventuelly in greater numbers from 
England, to the Mormon headquarters to see the "Lord's Amnointed." But 
no one in the history of the world ever went from England to America te 
hear a Yankee preacher, though he might have "the tongue of men and of 
Angels"--and charity. Eloquent preachers of one style or another can be 
-ipeyanip in spies renee eet or parish. But men who believe they are 
prophets--and dare to apply the title to ammselven in ee close eircle 
of sje ttieric friends, and when ‘Gceasions demand, “from the house tops," 
are rare indeed. | 

agin Rigdon's absence some of the new converts in the vicinity 


of Kirtlend went to emotional extremes which border on the of antec and 


theehdueds Tn'té’main these “spiritual phenomena"* were similar to the 





luistor of the Church I, 146, 

; see Mormonism Unva ed for the enit-Mormon description. op whee 
occurred and the partial acknowle dgement by the Mormons in anhars ® 
Comprehensive ns ona of the tar He B4S» 
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extremes that were reported during the Seperate Baptists revival in Vir- 
ginia, the Kentucky revival, and the "Campbellite" demonstretions in Pitts- 
burg, Kentucky, and elsewhere. Some of the Mormon leaders were hesitant 
in declaring themselves for or against the strange anties of their brethren, 
but when Joseph, the Prophet, appeared it soon ceased. He declared it to 
be the manifestation of the "Evil One." Stone, Edwards, or Whitefield, 
or auy of the revivalist preachers would not have found a kindred Spirit 
in the Mormon Prophet. What the revivalists might have interpreted as the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit, the Prophet would have denounced as the 
manifestation of the Devil, 

There is no clear evidence regarding Rigdon's attitude toward 
these strange menifestations. Whatever it might have been he wes not given 
much time to brood over the question. His neighbors who had not accepted 
the new faith began ealling at his house to ask troublesome ques tions. 
Perhaps the anti-Mormon, Mr. Howe, can be relied on for the following: 

two friends went from Mentor to see him--required of him a reason 
for his present hope, and for his belief in the Book of Mormon. He 
declined: saying he was weary, having just come of f his journey, end had 
lost much sleep, and the like. After e number of words had passedees one 
of the friends from Mentor said he thought there was no more evidence to 
confirm the Book of Mormon, then the Koran of Mahomet. At this Mr. Rigdon 
seemed very engry, rose up end said, “Sir, you have insulted me in my own 
house--I command silence--if people come to see us end cannot treat us 
with civility, they may walk out of the door as soon as they please." 

The person then made some apology. Mre Rigdon said he had borne every= 
thing: He had been insulted and trampled upon, by old and young and he would 
bear it no longerees Two days laters... (we) found him in conversation with 


e Methodist elder... Mr. Higdon, with great show of good nature commenced 
a long detail of his researches after the character of Joseph Smith he 





; liuch hes been written against the early life and background of 
the Smith femilye When Hurlbut started his enti-Mormon propaganda he wnt 
to the old home of the Smith's and got a large number of people to sign 
adverse affidavits. Riley says of them, “No reliance is to be placed in 
the multiplied effidevits of jealous neighbors, who swore on oath that there 
was much intoxication among the ‘Smiths: People in those days had the 
affidavit habit," (p.66). Kennedy, in speaking of some of the affidavits 
sgys: (pe17) “Some portion of this may have been dictated by ‘envy, malice, 
or thet form of righteousness which controls men at times when their 
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declared that even his enemies had nothing to say egainst his character; 
he had brought a transcript from the dockets of two magistrates, where 
Smith had been tried as a disturber of the peace, which testified that 
he was honorably acquitted... He then spoke of the supernatural gifts which 
he said Smith was endowed with. 

Mirse Rigdon was also questioned on her new faithe She did not 
argue the point from scripture or by pointing to the. supernatural cleins 
of the Prophet. She simply said on such occasions; "He (Rigdon) seemed 
to be altered in demeanor to such an extent that the religion mist be of 
divine origin, else it could not nave produced so. wonderful an effect,"* 
Mrs, Rigdon's test for revealed religion may have had weight with many 
Kirtlend wives even though it is not quoted by theologicans or philosophers, 

Rigdon had more aggressive opponents to answer then curious 
neighbors. Alexander Campbell, his cld captain in the "Reform" movement 
was aroused to action. He wrote a long article on "Delusions," in which 


he denounced the Book of Mormon end Joseph Sai the? Moreover, hse reserved 





neighbors have been more successful than thenselves, but the allegations 
had e foundation in fact." The Mormons denounce all the statements ageinst 
the morality, industry, end general character of the Smith family and they 
have documentary evidence for their claims. The following can be said in 
favor of his immediate family. There were no illiterates; both the father 
end moter served as country school teachers at one time or another. They 
had suffered several financial reverses before coming to Manchester, but 
through their industry they could boast of having done the following a few 
years: Cleared 60 acres of timber land and replanted the land with twelve — 
to fifteen hundred sugar trees, and to gather the sap and make sugar molasses 
from that number of trees was no lezy jobs He worked hard to clear our 
place and the neighbors were a little jealous... We never knew we were bad 
folks until Joseph told his vision. We were considered respectable till 
then, but at ones people began to circulate falsehoods and stories in a 
wonderful way." This agrees with th condition found when Rigdon fist 
visited the Prophet. ie was satisfied with the report of reliable witnesses. 
The anti-Mormon propaganda had not been written at that time. For the 
Mormon defense see Hoberts, op. cit., I, 1-58 Affidavits to the good 
character of the family can be found in Saints! Herald, March 5, 1881, p. 
165. Also, in The Branden and Kelley Debate, ppe loU-104 The chief anti- 


Mormon source from wiich later writers all quote is E.D. Howe's Mormonism 


Unvailed. 


liom Howe's Mormonism Unvailed. : 
2From Kennedy's arly Days of Mormonism, p. 81. 

are ie Salexander Campbell never forgave the Mormons for running off 
with Rigdon and many other members of his flock. Besides the soathing 

- denunciations which have already been quoted in this paper one finds here 
and there in the Millennial Harbinger erticles against the Mormons, In 
one case we find him publishing a rabid description of « fenatical group 
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part of his wrath for Sidney Rigdon which he poured into the Millennial 
Harbinger. He stated, 

It was with mingled emotions of regret end surprise that we have 
learned that Sidney Rigdon has renounced the ancient gospel... and fallen 
inte the snare of the Devil in joining the Mormonites... His instability, 

I was induced to aseribe to a peculiar mental and corporeal malady, to which 
he has been subject for some years... Perhaps this profession of hypocrisy 
may be attributed to the same cause. This is the only hope I have in his 
@68@ee0 While Sidney and Gowdery, end Magnus Apollo of Smith, were in con- 
clave in this matter, Sidney ielded to the suggestion to pray. Where- 

upon one of his fits of swooning and sighing came from him, he saw an angel - 
and was converted,.. He that expects visits from angels will find them as 
abundant as he who in the age of witchcraft found » witch in every umseely 
old womane (iM. H., 1831, pe 100) 

The old gentlenan, Thomas Campbell, wrote an open letter to Rigdon 
challenging him to debate the subject. Unlike his son, he did not forget 
that he and Rigdon had been friends and co-workers in a religious move= 
ment, end that Rigdon had done much hecicenaeae insuring the success of the 
movement which was now headed by his son. fhe salutation of this long letter 
is respectful, the body contains a clear definition of the premise on which 
the debate is to be discussed and the closing is in these words: 

Best respects to Mrs. Rigdon, end sincerest wish for the happiness 
of your familys I remain, with grateful renembrances of the past, end best 
wishes for the duipbigde. gall sincere friend and humble servant, Thomas Cemp=- 
bell.+ 

It is stated that "Rigdon read wmtil he came to a passage wherein 
Mormonism was characterized as ‘infernal,' when he arose in anger, and threw 
the letter into the fire." Rigdon has not left us any statenent of his re- 
action toward this challenge. Usually he was not the men to pass a challenge 


of any kind without some action, but whatever the truth may be, it seems 





that had no connection with the Mormon Church and he placed it under the 
heading of "Mormonism." He printed such a false report of the actual happen- 
ings when Joseph Smith was murdered that one of his own members protested. 
Later he published the protest but immediately under the article he printed 
another erticle which placed Mormonism in a ridiculous light--accusing then 

of cheap trickery in comection with their claims for divine healings. See 
Millennial Harbinger for verificetion of the above assertions: 1831, pe 5233 

3 73 PpeIS-1O0s 1835 ped4s 1840, p.423 It has been a general rule of 

" Disciple” historians to ignore the fact that Mormonism did rum off with some 
of their followers.e Richardson, Memoirs of Alexender Campbell, says that 
the Mormons were BOF ‘very auaness cul Laauan dt but were ancy the Methadis ts, 
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thet he did not debate the question publicly with his old friend. The action 
teken by the Campbells is indicative to the character and disposition of the 
two men, end at the seme time reveals from their point of view that, “Grievi- 
ous wolves had entered in among them, not sparing the flock, and men speak- 
ing perverse things were drawing away Disciples efter then." 

The yeer. 1831 proved to be full of work thet was veried and at 
times exciting to Sidney Rigdon. The prophet continued to have revelations 
from time to time, a few of which were received jointly with Rigdon. Hun= 
dreds continued to join the Mormons and in June, the fourth conference of 
the church was held at Kirtlend.! ‘This conference was a notable event in 
the existence of the infant church. About two thousand people were present, 
During the conference the Missionaries who had been traveling about the coun 
try gave the reports of their success, “the man of sin was revealed... he 
(the Devil) bound Harvey Whitlock and John Murdock so that they could not 
speak, and others were affected; but the Lord showed to Joseph, the seer, 
the design of the thing; he commanded the devil in the nane of Christ, and 
he departed, to our joy end comfort;" the office of High Priest was revealed® 
and was conferred upon several. 

.. A, revelation was received appointing by name twentyecizht elders 
to travel. through the western comtry in pairs, preaching the gospel by the 
Way, baptizing end confirming by. the water's side those who would receive 
bead truthe These. elders were to mect in conference in western Missouri 

“upon the land," seid the Lord, “which I will consecrate wmto my people, 
which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the cove 
enente" Joseph Smith, dr», and Sidney Rigdon were to be among those who 
were to go upon this mission, end if faithful the Lord promised to reveal 


to them the place of the Saints’ inheritance in Missouris “I will hasten 
the eity: in its time," ssid the Lord, “and willerown the faithful with 


Church conferences; a) dune 9, 1830; (2) September 26, 1830; 
(3) Jendery 2, 1831; (4) June "iy 1éS2eefirat thred: at Fayette in Seneca 


Cam tye New Yorke 


: 2500 Waitmer's coment on the insti tution of the High Priest's 
office, p. , 
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Before Higdon departed on this long journey with Joseph Smith 
enother revelation effecting him was received, (March, 1831). He onst-Pregn? 
accompanied by Copley were to 


Goi and preach my gospel which we heave received, even as ye have 
received it, wmto the Shekers... for whoso forbiddeth to marry is not 
ordeined of “@od;? for marriage is ordained of God unto matisees And whoso fore 
biddeth to abstain from meats, thet men should not eat the same, is not 
ordained of God... And agein, verily I say mto you, that the Son of Man 
comethonot in the form of a woman, neither of a man treveling on earth. 


The Shakers were well content with the "revelations" which they 
were receiving from time to time. {hey would not hear, much less receive 
the Mormon gospel, 

On dune 19, 1831, Sidney Rigdon, Joseph Smith, end several others 
"in accordance with a revelation previously given," started from Kirtland 


for Missouri, going by wagon, canal boats end stages to Cincinneti; and from 


Tpram Roberts, OP, Cite, 1, 250- In turn he is quoting from the 
pevelations thet were current to that period. It is impertant to note at 
this point that shortly after the Prophet came to Kirtland he pernusded the 
little commmistic colony near there to give up "their family plan" of 
communisim for what later became knomas the "United Order." After the 
Prophet and Rigdon went to Missouri and consecrated the lend for the gather« 
ing of the saints, etc.. the "United Order" was advanced more vigorouslys 
Rigdon was elways interested in some plan or other to restore the condition 
of having "all things in common" mentioned in the book of Acts. He wes advo- 
ceting this before he came inte the Mormon Church and after he left. The 
“United Order" is very complex end a long study in itself, The best thing 
thet has ever been written on it is by Joseph A. Geddes, The United Order 
Among the Mormons, (A published Ph.D. thesis). He states that the dormon 
plan "is neither joint stock nor communistic. It appears rather unwarranted 
to infer that Joseph Smith borrowed it from Sidmey Rigdon's experiment," p. 21. 

— 8tt is to be reuenbered that before the Prophet errived in Kirt- 
land, Prett and his companions went on their journey to preach to the "Laman- 
<ten,” During their entire trip they visited the Cetteraugus Indians, neer 
Buffalo, N.Y¥.3 the Wyandots of Ohio; and the Delawares, west of “issouri. 

They investigated the conditions in western Missouri and then Pratt was sent 
back to Ohio to report to the Prophet. ‘This was early in the spring of 1831. 
‘That accomts for his presence maitioned above. In « very short time after 
his report, the Prophet end Rigdon with others meke their first trip to Mis-~ 
souri.s 








3 ctrine anc Covenants, Section 49. 


4veny of the old Shaker revelations are now preserved in menue 
script at the enh aves Reserve Rie versves Societys 
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that place by steamer to St.Louis. At this point Rigdon and his wife con- 
tinued by water while most. of the group, including Joseph Smith, traveled 
overlend on foot to Independence, Jackson County, Missourise Rigdon arrived 
at Independence, about the middle of July. "Independence in 1831, though the 
County seat... was but a small fronticr, town. It had a courthouse built of 
brick, twé or three merchant stores, and fifteen or twenty dwelling houses, 
mostly of. logs hewed on both sides."1, 

In August Rigdon was appointed by revelation to write a. description 
of the land of Zion for the use of the church members living in the East who 
were planning on moving to Independence where the central gathering place 
was now designated her nul: wre foundation of the first house was begun in 
solemn fashion, Twelve men, each representing one of the twelve tribes of 
Israel carried the first log. Sidney Rigdon then consecrated the land to 
the gethering of the saints, 

He asked the assembled saints5 "Do you receive this lend for the 
land of your inheritence with thankful hearts from the Lord?" Answer from 
all, "We do." “Do you pledge yourselves to keep the law of God on this lend 
which you never have kept in your. own lands?" "We do," eto. 

| After prayer, he rose and said: "I pronounce this land consecrated 
end dedicated unto the Lord for e possession end inheritance for saints, and 
for all the faithful servants of the Lord to the remotest ages of time in 


the neme of Jesus Christ, having authority from hin. Amene"9 





Description given in Roberts, ope cite, I, 2606 
eae  2y2ra Booth wid also made this trip, and apostatized immediately 
ppebener de, wrote to his friend Partridge about Rigdon’s description of the 
lend Getter #VII), "Sidney has written a description of Zion, But it differs 
from that which you wrote... Knowing him to be constitutionally, inclined to 
exaggerates... You cautioned him acca its ‘Whet I write willl be written 
by the most infallible inspiration of the holy spirit,' he said." <A revel- 
ation wes given shortly afterwards which said, "I, the Lord, am not pleased 
with my servant Sidney Rigdons he exalted himseif in his Reagan. his writing 
- 4s not accepteble mto the Lord, and he shall make mother, and if the Lord 
receive it not, behold he standeth no longer in the office which I have 
appointed him. Bele 632 55-566 | 
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The day following the dedication of the land, the Prophet designated 
_ the spot where the great temple should be built which shall be the place 
vhere "The Lord whom ye seek shell come suddenly, etc.," in the last days, 
Shortly after this event most of the Elders, including Rigdon m4 the Pro« 
‘phet, start on their homeward sourkey in sixteen canoes. At the close of 
the third day's journey on the river, "We We Phelps beheld in open vision 
the 'destroyert in the most horrible power ride upon the face of the waters," 
~ "Others," continues the Prophet in his narrative, “heard the noise but saw 
not the vision.” A revelation was received by the Prophet at this time from 
* the Lord steting, 

Behold there ere many dengers upon the waters, and more especially 
heresfter, for I, the Lord, have decreed in mine anger, weny destructions upons 
the waters, yes and especially these waterse.. Behold, I, the Lord, in the 
beginning blessed the waters, but in the last days, by the mouth of my ser- 
vent John, I cursed the waters; wherefore the deys will come that no flesh 

shell .be safe upon the waters. 
Up to this point in their homeward journey disagreements had occurred among 
Adi on They now became reconciled to each other. Some went overland preach= 
_ ding from town to town “without purse or scrip" depending on the generosity 
of the people for food and lodgings Rigdon end the Prophet went overland 
_ by carriage, arriving at Kirtlena, August 27, 1831. 
| ; From the time Rigdon visited the Prophet at his home in Payette 
«mtil they were imprisoned in Missouri in 1839, they were together almost 
constantly. Kirtlend was the headquarters of the church wmtil Joseph Smith 
and Sidney Rigdon fled from the place in Januery 1838, But from the first 
| trip of the Prophet to Missouri down until the dete of his murder in 1844, 


there were several centers of activity. In many respects the “heedquarters" 
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6, Most coveted piece of ground on earth to sincere Yormons., At present a small 


group of sormons called the “Hedrikites" possesmdit. 

shes a ne a, etrines and Covenants, Section 61:14-15, The Mormon historian, 
_ Roberts, cites the recent and past destruction along the Missouri River and 
. other western waters as proof of ‘he truthfulness of this prophecy. Roberts, 
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wes really where the Prophet heppened to be, and Rigdon wes usually close 
at hand, After the land of Zion had been dedicated and the temple site 
established by the Prophet, Mormons continued to migrate to Missourie In 
1837 the first missionaries were sent to England where their labors were 
attended with sneak cad Buccers,= Sp athuie ane must Ne age S 
Rigdon's. interests were wide and varied during the Kirtlend period. Mormon 
history from 1832 om to the present time becomes complex, and due to its 
variety of, interests and activities the historien is faced with a problem 
of selecting and segregating thet which he thinks is most important, for 
it would be impossible to write everything. 

The writer of any phese of Mormon history has to be continually 
on his, guard.or he will find himself lost in a mass of supernatural cleim s_ 
which may not throw much light on the subject in question, yet be of interest 
in itself...On the other hend one has to remember that the Prophet and his 
followers decided every importent move of the church through “divine revel- 
\ dete Like, the early Pharisces, the Mormons interpreted everything re-~ 
ligiously.. When they wrote history it was sacred history; their songs 
were) religious songs; where they shotld-build their homes was a sacred 
question; their public buildings of importence were buildings for worshipe 
| Tenples end holy sites were dedicated, but so were printing presses, 
Prayers..were the formal way of opening church services, likewise dances 
‘end other, socials. It was the belief thet Joseph Smith was constently 
receiving communicetion. from God which inspired the people to sacrifice 
their means to build temples, reclaim swemps, cultivete prairie lands, 
start to Englend on «.mission without @ penny--even sacrifice their lives 


when necessary to carry out their Prophet's injunctions which were pre- 


faced with "Thus saith. the Lorde” 
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How far Rigdon believed the divine clains of Joseph Smith one 

cannot say. At first he soba to have had unqualified faith in the Prophet's 
revelations. lie showed obedience to the Hevévettons that directed him or re- 
proved any of his wo than But as time went on he and the Prophet gradually 
drifted apart. He does not obey the divine commend as at first. However, at 
all ‘periods we find him Reise: steadfast to mie first stand on the divinity 
ar the aot of Mornov=~the chief cause of his conversion. That he clained 

to have ieee in these revelations of the Prophet there is no question, but 
others, also, had the Seme privilege. That he influenced the Prophet there 
can be little dint, but the evidence appears thet his influence was chiefly 


in the — of Whatievatihe and enlarging rather than in Starting the church 
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tention of whe Mormons has been gradually developed from tite day the church 
fue organized (1830) up to the present times What tieiiene’ the preacher 
Rig don had in the doctrine and ow of ae church during this time can 
never be rapa detetatned. His suggestions: and advice were decided upon by 
pe Prophet, worked over in his own mind, and given his ow approval before 
it was foaweiited to the church. It never came direct from Rigdon to the 


church David Whitmer ‘who was one of the "Three Witnesses of the Book of 


Morwien” eiphamoakaale to aftirn to the day of his death that he had seen the gold 


eens eter, ue in his old age, long after he had been dix dine tented from 
the Shareik and had begun a new feotion, he came to the copelusion that some 
of the Prophet's revelations “were from God, some from men, and some from 
the devil." He shia the Prophet well, before Rigdon came on the scene, and 
was on intimate terms with him for. a number of years afterwards. ‘The follow- 
pte opinion of Rigdon"s influence on the Prophet: 

‘The next grievous error which crept into the church was in ordaihing 


| nitie Priests in June, 1831. ‘This error was introduced at the instigation of 
Sidney Rigdon. The office of High Priest was never spoken of, and never 
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thought of being established in the church wmtil Rigdon came inees 

Rigdon was a thorough Bible scholar, a man of fine education, and apower~< 

ful orator. He soon worked himself deep into Brother Joseph's affections 
end had more influence over him then any other living man. He wes Brother 
Joseph's private counsellor, and his most intimate friend and brother for 
some time after they met. Brother Joseph rejoiced, believing that the 

Lord had sent to him this great and mighty men, Sidney Rigdon, to help him 
in the wrke Poor Brother Joseph! He was mistaken about this, and likewise 
all of the brethren were mistaken; for in a few years we found out different... 
In Kirtland, Ohio, in 1831, Rigdon wuld expound the Old Testament Seriptures 
of the Bible and Book of Mormon (in his way) to Joseph, concerning the 
priesthood, high priests, etc., and would persuade Brother Joseph to inquire 
of the Lord, about this and that doctrine, and of course a revelation would 
always come just as they desired it.1 


Whatever influence Ricdon might have had on the institution of the 
High Priests office, one thing is certain: David Whitmer had no use for 
the office or that “great and mighty man", Sidney Rigdon. 

One of the revelations that has always been most highly prized by 
the Mormons was given to the Prophet and Sidney Rigdon shortly after their 
return from Missouri.e It came to them while they were. busily engaged on 
the “Inspired Translation" of the Bible, end is penta’ bs spoken of as the 
“vision of the degrees of glory." The Mormon philosophy of exaltation and 
universal dibiathos is based largely inslai this vision. Perhaps it is the 
most Dedenantiiv ‘dacked of all the revelations Nant are found within the 
Doctrine and Covenants. The following are a few of the it hundred and 
nineteen verses which make up its Length: 

11) We, Joseph Smith, Jre, and Sidney Rigdon, being in the vohekaiy 
on the sixteenth of February,se. by the power of the Spirit our eyes were 
opene Geos : | 


14) «.. the record which we bear is the fullness of the gospel of 
ist, who is the Son, whom we saw end with whom we conversed in the 


Jesus Chr 


heavenly visioness 





“ “Devis Whitmer's An Address to All Believers in Christ, ppe 44=45,. 
Even the orthodox Mormons admit that t 6 Prophet was influenced in many ways 
by his environment. His translations and visions, etc., were supposed to 
have come froin God, but after he had thought, studied, preyed, and used all 
his human faculties first--then the revelation on the subject. “After intense 
mental anxiety and divine inspiration the Prophet was able to get the idea 
from the ancient records.s.e He was no puppet, no tyes ' man, who simply 
pushed the pen es the spirit moved him. Much of the inspiration was fron 
withines.s He was no mere automaton.” From a LeDeS. monograph, pe 2. 
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oo Time 
19) And while we meditated upon these things, the Lord touched the 
eyes of our understending and they were opened, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about; 
20) And we beheld the glory of the Sonee, 
21) And saw the holy angels... worshiping Gode 


22) And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of 
him, this is the testimony last of all, which we give of him that he lives; 


25) For we saw him, even on the right hand of God, and we heard the 
voice bearing record that he is the Only Begotten of the Father-- 


89) And thus we saw in the heavenly vision, the glory of the telestial, 
which surpasses all understendings.. 


91) And... we saw the glory of the terrestrialee. 


92) And thus we saw the glory of the celestial, which excels in all 
things--where God, even the Father reigns upon his throne for ever and evereeset 


Within a renge of one month Rigdon's experiences literally go from 
the sublime to the tragic. Thirty-seven days after the “vision of the degrees 
of glory" a half-intoxicated mob lead by Symonds Ryder* broke into the house 
of Rigdon, pulled him from his bed and dragged him by the heels, permitting 
his head to knock against the frozen ground witil he was wiegnediotes. One's 
mind immediately goes back to the aceident during his boyhood days when his 
foot was entangled in the stirrup and the frightened horse dragged him along 
the country roade The Prophet was also a victim of the mob violence on this 


occasion, He recorded the incident in his journal, stating that as his” 





“See Doctrines & Covenants, Section 76; also, Evening and idor Ning 
Ster, 1835, PPe 226-50. 

@Ryder and his friend Ezra Booth joined the Mormons at an early 
date and according to Kennedy their surrender to Mormonism “caused an excite 
ment almost equal to that which followed the fall of Rigdon," (ps 103-104). 
These two friends made the long journey to Independence with the other elders 
when the land was dedicated by Rigdon. When they returned they apostatized; 
Booth wrote long "letters" against the Mormons which were published in the 
Ohio Star. Ryder was the ring-leader, according to J. Smith of the mob 
violence related above. Ryder came into the church after witmessing a 
miracle; he lost faith in the Prophet when a divine rekelation appeared which 
spelled his name “Hider.” See Hayden's book, pp. 245; 257. He rose to an 
important place in the “isciples Church laters : 
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enemies forced him along he saw “Elder Rigdon stretched out on the ground, 

| whither they had dragged him by the heels. I supposed he was dead." How 
far the mobbers went with their attack upon Rigdon we do not knows Per- 
haps his treatment was quite as severe as that received by the Prophet who 
was not only beaten, but when completely stripped of his clothing was 
pounced upon by a savage creature who scratched him furiously, exclaiming, 
“God dem ye, that's the way the Holy Ghost falls on folks," This was fole 
lowed with a generous ‘spplication of tar and feathers. 

The Prophet spent the remainder of the night cleaning his body and 
nursing his cuts and bruises, and to the surprise of his enemies he preached 
the following day, But such was not the case with Rigdon, No friend has 
written the details of his suffering on that occasion, but from the Peaphet*s 
journal we glean the following; 

The next morning I went to see Elder Rigdon, end found him crazy, 
and his head highly inflemed, for they had dragged him by his heels, and those 
too, so high from the ground that he could not raise his head from the rough 
frozen surface, which lacerated it exceedingly; and whe he saw me he called 
to his wife to bring a razor. ‘She asked him what he wanted of it; end he 
said to kill me. Sister Rigdon left the room, end he asked me to bring his 


razors; I asked him what he wanted of it and,he replied he wanted to kill his 
wife; and he continued delirious some days.” 


Very likely mother Smith did not renenber in later years, when 
she narrated the life of her son, Joseph, that Rigdon was still a sick man 
when he left the mob scene of Hiram for Kirtland where he and his sick family 
might be more secure. For she records his strange actions upon his arrival 
as if they were the results of perversity rather then of temporary insanity: 
Immediately after Sidney's arrival at Kirtland, we met for the 
purpose of holding a prayer meeting.se. At last he came in, seemingly much 
agitated. ie did not go to the stand but begen to pace back and forth through 
the house. My husband said, “Brother Sidney, we should like to hear a dis- 
course from you today,” Brother Rigdon replied in a tone of exeitenent, 


“The keys of the kingdom are rent from the church, and there shall not be a 
prayer put up in this house todays" “oh, nof™ said Mr. Smith, "I hope notJ” 


9 . SLuey Sith, Joseph Smith the Prophet, Pe 192-94; Church Histo 
I, 261-66. J. Smith claimed that the death of one of his adopted children 
was caused from exposure during the mobbing scenes 


church History (LeDsSe), I, 265 
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"I tell you they are," rejoined Elder Rigdon, "and no man or woman shall put 
up a preyer in this place todey."... The brethren stared and turned pale and 
the sisters cried... "I tell you again," said Sidney, with much feeling, the 
keys of the kingdom are taken from you, and never will you have them again 
until you build me a new house." Hprun was vexed at this frivolous nonsense, 
andes. (said) "I'll put « stop to this fuss pretty quick; I'm going for 
Josephes. On his (Joseph's) arrival there hess. went to the stend, end 
informed the brethren they they were under a great mistakee.. "’nd, as for 
the keys of the kingdom .. I, myself, hold the keys of the Last Dispensation, 
and will for ever hold them, both in time and in eternity."... he appointed 
a council to sit the next day by which Sidney was tried for heving lied in 
the name of the Lorde.ee Joseph told him he must suffer for what he had done, 
that he should be delivered over to the buffetings of Satan, who would hendle 
him as one man handleth another, that the less priesthood he had, the better 
it would be for him, and that it would be well for him to give up his license, 
This counsel Sidney complied with, yet he had to suffer for his folly, for 
according to his own account, he was. dragged out of bed by the devil, three 
times in one night, by his heels, Whether this be true or not, one thing 

is certain, his contrition of soul was as great as a man could well live 
through. After he had sufficiently humbled himself, he received enother 
license. 


if-our information were complete on the intimate. details of Rizgdon's 

life we would likely discover that when ever he suffered from any severe 
physical shock he was temporarily insane. Because of his natural tendency 
at all times towards emotionelism and his love for apocalyptical and allegori- 
Gal literature, his intimate friends may not have been careful in discriminate 
ing between his rational and his irrational acts and statements, When he was 
in his naturel state of mind he was able to call on governors and judges 
and impress them highly with his intelligent conversation. Travelers of 
wide experience called at Nauvoo while he was there and later wrote compliment- 
ary descriptions of his learning end personality. m the other hand some of 
ik niente that were made when he was not in good health show evidence 
of insanity. | 

| But whether he was rational or otherwise, the humiliation which he 
was forced ren andere at Kirtheni, including the canpeaariy surrender of his 
rae fat have been a ovine blow to his influence and leadership among 


Ui. Smith, Life of the Prophet, pp. 195-96. 
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“88a 
those who witnessed it. As we have already observed, he was rebuked by 
revelation for the description which he wrote of Zion=--wes characterized as 
“exal ting himself," and was warned to either write an acceptable description 
or suffer deposition. ‘This divine rebuke was’ not so dangerous, in some 
respects, as the result of the rebuke by the local Elders and the demand by 
his peers for his license. [Even the Prophet was rebuked by revelation at 
times but this did not deminish his prestige among his followers. It only 
strengthened their confidence in his claims of divine communication. 

Rigdon was temporarily removed from this unpleasant scene by the 
menace of local enti-Mormon agitators. He and the Prophet make their second 
journey to Missouri, going by way of Wheeling, Virginia, down to St. Louis 
and then by stage coach to Independence, This circutious route was made to 
avoid enemies. From the Prophet's journal we learn that Rigdon preached two 
“powerful sermons" during their months visit at Independence. 

The opposition thet opened with ter and feathers at Hiram died down 
‘while Rigdon end the Prophet were away, and efter their return they continued 
their activities with renewed energy and confidence. By July 2, (1833) the 
"Inspired Translation" was fingshod.® This task had occupied a large portion 


of their time from their first meeting together dom to this period. From 





Agee page 74, note 2. 

July 2, 1833, Rigdon wrote the following to the brethren in Zion: 
"I, Sidney, write this in great haste, in enswer to yours to Brother Joseph, 
as I am going off immediately, in company with Brother Frederick, to proclaim 
the gospel; we think of starting tomorrow. Having finished the translation 
of the Bible, a few hours since, and needing some recreation, we know of no 
way we cen spend our time more to divine acceptance, than endeavoring to 
build up his Zion, in these last days, as we are not willing to idle any time 
away, vhich can be spent to useful purposes. Doors are open continually 
for proclaiming; the spirit of bitterness among the people is fast subsiding, 
and a spirit of inquiry is taking its place. I proclaimed last Sunday at 
Chardon, our county seat. I had a court-house. There was a general turn- 
out, good attention, and a pressing invitation for more meetings, which will 
be granted if the Lord will, when we return from this tour." (See Journal 


of maha. Ih III, 281.) 
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the completion of the inspired version until 1858, Rigdon was very active in 
and about Kirtland. He seems to have completely surmounted the obstacles 
incident to his earlier emberrassment, In ifarch $8, (1833), he was “ordained 
and set apart" by the Prophet as the first counselor in the Presidency, the 
office which was second only to that of the President, and he held it 
until the death of the Prophet. 

Magazines and a weekly newspaper were started to which Rigdon was 
one of the important contributors.! During this period he is given the eredit 
for "raising up and presiding over" a brench in Medina County, Ohio. In 
compeny with the Prophet and others, he took missionary tours into upper 
Canada, Western Missouri, New Inglend* and into the middle states. The 
great assistance he was to the Prophet on these missionary tours, is cheated. 
in a revelation (Oct. 12, 1833), It reads: 

And it is expedient in me that you, my servant Sidney, should be a 
Spokesman unto this people; yes, verily, I will ordain you unto this calling, 
even to be a spokesman unto my servant Joseph; end I will give unto him 
power to be mighty in testimony; and I will give unto thee power to be 
mighty in expounding all Seriptures, that thou mayest be a Spokesman unto 
hin, and he shell be a revelator wnto thee, that thou mayest know the certainty 
of all things pertaining to the things of my kingdom on the earth.3 

During the Kirtland period and following the organization of "The 
First Presidency" of waich Joseph Smith was president, Rigdon, first counselor, 
and Frederick G Williams, second counselor, a rapid growth takes place in 
the institution of administrative quorums in the church. The "quorum of the 


twelve apostles" was instituted and its members were sent forth "to prune the 


vineyard for the last time." The "quorum of the Seventy” and the office of 










lfhe Evening and Morning Star; The Messenger and Advocate; The 


s* Journal, and the newspapers; The pper Missouri Advertizer; The 


ern CS 0 

he one trip which they made together to Salem, Mass. was partly 

in search of some treasure that was Supposed to have been buried by a deceased 
widow. See Roberts, op. oit., I, 411. 

Sdectrines and Covenants, Section 100;9=1l, 
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84m 
“patriarch” were also revealed by revelation. The "Book of Abraham" was 
translated by the Prophet from some ancient papyrus thet fell into his hands. 
The “United Order" was enlarged and the tithing system of the Mormons was 
Started on its way, The “High Comocil," the judiciary elenent in the chureh, 
was also formed at this period and the first Mormon temple was erected,t 
Rigdon played an important part in all this activity. 

However, his interests were not limited to church polity and the 
office of "Spokesman" to the Prophet. First and forenost, he was a preacher. 
fhe Prophet's journal aboumds with notations like the following: “We heard 
an animated discourse delivered by President Rigdon;"2 “ulder Rigdon enter- 
teined a large congregation of Saints with an interesting discourse upon the 
Fullness of Times." "President Rigdon rose and delivered a forcible address, 
suited to the oceasion;" “President Rigdon delivered a fine discourse on the 
occasion end much solemnity prevailed;" "He urged the people to acknowledge 
me aS a Prophet and seer; etc." 

During this same period Rigdon attended the "School of the Prophets," 
he studied Hebrew and perhaps some Greek, and at odd times sat as the pre« 

siding officer in the "High Council” to hear church trials.° He was a 
2 teacher as well as a student and during the winter of 1834-35, he was one of 
the trustees end conductors of the "Kirtland School," wherein penmanship, 
erithmetio, English gremar, end geography were taught.4 Rigdon may have 


been the author of the "Lectures on Faith" which were studied by the Elders 


1411 of these elements have remained a vital part of Mormonism up 
to the present (1951) time, except the "United Order," and the Mormons still 
teach that at a future date it shall again be practiced in the church. 

; 2Church History, II, 52, 378, 390, 408, 416, } 
| “This training in Hebrew and Greek came after he and the Prophet 
had finished the "Inspired Translation." Their study in this field lasted 
but a few weeks. See L.D.S. Church History, Il, 4, 19, 21, 26, 

4Penooast, The Mormons at Kirtlesd, says thet the Mormons were equal 
if not in advance to their gentile neighbors in providing educational 
opportunities. — ma Re 
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end held in high importence by the church for many years.) In short, he was 
alévaiy e@llied with the Prophet in all the church activities during this time, 
except in the translation of the "Papyrus which contained the Book of Abraham," 
end the three months" journey of the two hundred armed men who went to Missouri 
to replace the 1200 Mormon refugees on their land in Jackson County.® In 
the first of these two exceptions, the Prophet did not need him, and in the 
last case Kigdon might have proved more troublesome than the Miseourians, 
Armed men and bombastic oratory do not go well together if, when combined, 
they are still in the minority. Rigdon traveled among the Hasternbranches 
of the church, collecting money and supplied for the Mormon exiles in 
Missouri; he encouraged men to arm and equip themselves for the iong over- 
lend JOerney, but the ars saw to it that his first counselor remained in 
Kirtland with a few old men, ‘the tenga workers, and the women and children 
while he led "Zion's Camp" to the border of the Lemenites.% 

Siwever., although zealous aretary: wae out of place (1834) enone 
pa ae ic who were praying for ahs hivdinreaet with neutrality, it did have 
an important function among the few hundred Mormons who built their {40,000 
temple (1833-1856) with few material resources. Rigdon's sermons fed the 
fervent niilennie) hope and expectency. ‘The following “brief” of a sermon he 
anliver se at Norton, Ohio, in 1834, may serve as a sample of the theme which 
was always favored by him, nemely, the gathering of Israel and the coming 


of the Lords 





ly think Mormon historians generally credit Rigdon with the author~ 
ship of these “Lectures on Faith." The eanti-Mormon, Braden, calls them "the 
only sensible thing in Mormonism," end claims they contain "Campbellite" 
theology. The Mormons have discarded them. (See Braden-Kelley Debate, p.85.) 

28e@e note on page 
itmer says that at this time Rigdon suggested the name, “Latter 

Day Seints" for the church. Up to this time it had been called "The Church 
of Christ" or the "Mormonites." See “An Address to sll Believers in Christ." 
‘The stetement in the "Reorganized" L.D.S. Church History, I, 453-54, agrees ” 
with Whitmer's statement, Eventually, the name “The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints" (1838), becane kin official title. For the sake of 
| ding I have used the nickname "Mormon" in this Peer 
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loo Blder Rigdon addressed the conference end said: On two points hang 
all the revelations that have wer been given, and these are the two advents 
of the Messiah. The first is past, and the’ second is now just before us; 
and consequently those who desire a part in this era which the angels deséred 
to look into, have to be assembled with the saints; for if they are not 
gathered they mst wail because of His coming. ‘There is no part of His 
creation which will not’ feel a shock at this grand Gisple of his power, for 
the ancient Saints will reign with Christ a thousand years. The gathered 
Saints will dwell under thet reign, snd those who are not gathered may expect 
to endure His wrath that length of time; for the rest of the dead are not 
to live till the thousand yeers are ended.ss. These are the days of vengence, 
as were the deys of Jeremish... (He then spoke on)». the former covenants to 
Abreheam, Iseac, and Jacob, and others of the sncients, which were to be real-= 
ized in the last days., (and the ) endowment of the Elders with power from 
on high according to former promises, and the Spreading of the word of the 
Lord to the four winds.1 


Sometimes Rigdon would resort to more eloquent means than could be 
produced through oratory. One of the workers on the temple says that "Looking 
et the sufferings and poverty of the church, he frequently used to go upon 
the walls of the building both by night and day end frequently wetting the 
walls with his tears, erying aloud to’the Almighty to send means whereby 
we might accomplish the building."* Special "Visions," “revelations,” and 
"endowments" were promised to the mhiakete if they would build “A house of the 
Lord." The Mormons toiled and sacrificed in order to receive the fulfillment 
of these miraculous promises. Even before the structure was completed, the 
Prophet and his followers laid claims to divine approval. Rigdon, as is 
pa eet from the contents ‘of the Préyhests Jounal was en active participant 
in ile aamunnitenn’ denans tention and celestial én downentes 

About three o'clock P.M. (the Prophet writes) I dismissed the school, 
end the Presidency’ retired to the attic story of the printing office, where 
we attended the ordinance of washing our bodies in pure water. We also per- 


funed our bodies and our heads in the name of the Lord At candle=light I 
met with the Presidency at the west room, in the Temple, to attend to the 


el eeermeetntneinne setenv anpeteeetninepetnaenirnnnneintpa sparse 

Minions History, TI, 53. 

&K statement by He. C. Kimball quoted in Jounral of History, III, Nos 

SyeB2e " mye 

3the Prophet and his two counselors constitute the "First Presidency" 
80 where ever that name appears, during this period, Kigdon is elwags included. 
In connection with this thought it is well to say that many long "letters" 
were written to the various branches of the church in"#ion" and elsewhere and 
it is only fair to give Rigdon credit for having done at least one-third of 
the work attached to this phase of the activity. ‘These general letters 

«Sppeer above the neme of “The Presidency" so there is no way of telling who 
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ordinance of anointing our heads with noly oil; aiso the Councils of Kirtland 
and Zion met in the two adjoining rooms, and waited in prayer while we attended 
to the ordinance. I took the oil in my left hand, Father Smith being seated 
before me, and the remainder of the Presidency encircled him round about. 

We then stretched our right hands toward heaven, and blessed the oil, and 
consecrated it in the name of Jesus Ghrist... But as Paul, so say 1, let 

us come to visions and revelations. ‘the heavens were opened upon us, and 

I beheld the delestial kingdom of God and the glory thereof, whether in the 
body or out I cannot tell.e.ss? also (saw) the blazing throne of God, whereon 

wes seated the Father and the Son.® 

The visions were not limited to the Prophet and his tw counselors, 
Rigdon and Williems. "The heavens were opened unto Elder Sylvester ‘Smith, 
and he, leaping up, exaimed: 'The horsemen of Israel and the chariots 
thereof.t" And wnen Rigdon closed "the services of the evening by invoking 
the blessing of heaven upon the Lord's anointed, which he did in an eloquent 
manner; the congregation shouted a long hosannah; the gift of tongues fell 
upon them in mighty power and angels mingled their voices with the congrege- 
tion." A few days later when the “Twelve Apostles and the Seven Presidents" 
had finished their sealing prayer, Higdon then sealed them with uplifted hands, 
cried hosanna and the congregation joined him as he shouted “hosana to God 
end the Lamb, and glory to God in the highest.” On this occasion; continues 
the Prophet, 

Elder Roger Orton saw a mighty angel riding upon a horse of fire, 
with a flaming sword in his hand, followed by five others, encircied the 
house, protected the Saints, even the Lord's anointed, from the power of 
Satan and a host of evil spirits which were striving to disturb the saints. 

While these strange phenomena were occurring in the evening the 
leading Elders were studying Hebrew during the day time under the direction 
of the Hébrew scholar, Professor Seixas. After a beginning had been made the 
professor segregated his students into two sections. Rigdon and the Prophet 


were in his advenced class. 
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On the day @ pointed to dedicate the temple, people began to gather 
at an early hour. Several hundred were waiting to enter wien the doors were 
finally opened. About one thousand were permitted to enter, then the doors 
were closed and the remainder of the crowd more than filled the school houses 

The Mormons still had money ert? for at that first dedicatory service $963 
were contributed, This was a day of great expectancy and they were not dis~ 
appointed, Rigdon gave them an omation they long renembered, One of the lis= 
teners has written that, 

We can truly say no one umacquainted with the manner of delivery 
and style of our speaker can from reading, form any adequate idea of the power= 
ful effect he is capable of producing in the minds of his hearers; and to say 

on this occasion he showed himself master of his subject and did well, would 
be doing him injustice, to say he acquitted himself with honor or did very well, 
would be detracting from his real merits and to say that he did exceedingly 
well, would be only halting praises 

He opened the services by reading from the 96th and 24th Psalms, 
and after the choir sang he prayed, VUuring this prayer Frederick Gy Williams 

saw an angel enter the window and sit by him. Rigdon then read from Matthew 
18;18-20 and began his sermon which lasted two hours and one-half, 

At one time, in the course of his renarks (so writes the Prophet), 
he was rather pathetic, and drew tears from many eyes, He was then taking 
a retrospective view of the toils, privations, snd anxieties of those who 
had labored upon the walls of the house to erect themees He admitted there 

were many houses, many sufficiently large, built for the worship of God, 
-. but not one except, this, on the whole face of the earth, that was built by 
divine revelations 


After the Prophet read the hong dedicatory prayer which had been 


given by revelation the choir agsin sany, the Lord's Supper was administered, 





“Bancroft, History of Utah, writes this of the temple (psl112), "The 
building of this structure by a few hundred persons, who, during the period 
between 1852 and 1836, contributed voluntarily of their money, material, or 
labor, the women knitting and spinning and making garments for the men who 
worked on the texple, was regarded with wonder throughout all northern Ohioe™ 

' Tullidge, Women of Mormondom, pe82, writes; “From the day the ground was broken 
for laying the foundation for the tenple until its dedication on the 27th 
of March, 1836, the work was vigorously prosecuted. With very little capital 
except brain, bone, and sinew, conbined with unwavering trust in God, men, 
women, and ehildren worked with their might; while the brethren labored in 
their departments, the sisters were actively engaged in boarding and clothing 
workmen not otherwise provided for, etc." See Roberts, Ope cite, Be Young 
was a chief? worknan. | ! ; 
vd) a ..Journal of History, ITI, 283: 
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3 Jen 
and all members per took of ite "Rigdon," continues the Prophet's narrative, 
"then made a few appropriate closing renarks, noe a short prey er, at the close 
of which we sealed the proceedings of the day by shouting "hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna, to God and the Lamb,’ three times, sealing it, each tine with Amen, 
Amen, and Amen," 

Mueh could be written on the establishment of the. ordinance of 
fest-washing, ete., the appearance of Jesus, Elijah, Moses, and Elias, but 
suffice te Say that Rigdon was active in it all. The O53 chav Ac was shogen 
to give the opening address at the dedicatory SeRvisig shows where he stood 
in the estimation of the Propliet and his followers, 

if the saying is true that “men cannot live by bread alone" the 
reverse is equally true. WMéen cannot live by visions and revelations alone, 

The Mormons at Kirtland were confronted with a serious economic problen other 
then raising momey for the tenple. Their brethren in Missouri needed 
assistance when they were driven fron Jackson County, and the steady stream 

of converts who were daily arriving with high hearts, but with little cash, 

did not lessen the economic burden, Pancoast has written that 

Soon the results of the missionary workers, whom Smith sent out 
to convert the people jand teach the doctrine of gathering, began to be felt 
in Kirtland. ‘They came, men women, and children, in every conceivable manner. 
One almost wondered if the world were centering at Kirtland, livery available 
house, shop, hut, or barn was filled to its utmost capacity. Even boxes 


were roughly extepporized and used for shelter till something more permanent 
could be secured, 


The millennial hope and any economic system that has the character~ 
istics of communism appears most attractively to people of medium or low economic 
statuse Some of the Mormons who were “saught in the gospel net" were notable 
ex@eptions, but men like John Tanner who lent the Prophet $2,000, the Tenple 
Committee $15,000, donated liberally to the Temple Fund and later signed a 


| note for $30,000 worth of merchandise, were rare indeed,” The motions which 
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~90— 
were passed by the. Prophet and his associates in Decenber 1836, describe the 
situation more clearly than the account of Tanner's generosity: 


The following motions were made and. carried by the unanimous voice 
of the assembly; First-<-That it has been the case that a very improper and 
unchristianlike course of conduct has been pursued by the Elders of this Church, 
and the churches abroad, in sending their poor from among them to this place, 
without the necessary means of subsistence, Whereas the Church in this place 
being poor from the beginning, having had to pay an extortionate price for 
their lands, etes, etce,,,, We have ;yborne our part of this burden, and it bee 
comes the duty, henceforth, of all the churches abroad to provide for those 
whe are objects of charityes. "+ : 


During the year 1857 the Mormons at Kirtland found thenselves 
kneeling beside their gentile neighbors in the :worship of Mammon» Land 
speculation became rife in various parts of the ;country and especially so 
in Northern Ohio. “Wild cat" banks sprang up all over the country and people 
felt rich with their paper securities. Within a few months a great change 
occurred in Kirtland, A missionary who had been away but a few months re= 
ports the following conditions when he retumed; 


We were very much grieved on our arrival in Kirtland, to see the 
speculation that was prevailing in the Church. Trade and traffic seened to 
engross the time end attention of the Saints. When we left Kirtland a city 
lot was worth about $150; but on our return, to astonishment, the same lot 
was said to be worth from $500 to $1,000, according to locations and some 
men, who when I left, could hardly get food :to eat, I found on my return to 
be men of supposed great wealth; in fact, everything in the place seened_;to 
be moving in great prosperity, and all seemed determined to become riche” 


‘Rigdon saw little danger in the wild speculation and “paper 
profits," With his characteristic enthusiasm he called attention to the 
Nuveaperkty® which was manifest and “declared that the glory of the latter-days 
was tow being ushered da ed that Zion would soon become the glory of the 
whole earth; when the Lord for silver would bring gold; for iron, brass, and 


2 (contd. from page 89) mentions the Saints in Toronto placing “seve 
eral hundred dollars" in his hends secretly as they shook hands with him on 
his departure fro Kirtland. Linn, The Mormons,p. 111, mentions a Vienna 
Jacques who deposited $1500 with the Prophet. “hen the Prophet fled from 
Kirtland, B. Young collected $300 from a Mr. Tomlison for him, (see Werner, 
Opecits,pe95)» The Prophet's Journal for June 25, 1835, reads: “There was a 
meeting in Kirtland to subscribe for the building of the Temple; and $6,232.50 
was added to the listyes which was paid within one hour and the people were 
astonished, The prophet geve $500, but Xigdon is not. mentioned. 

“Church History, II, 468-69 
Life of H.C. Kimball, p.lll. 
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=Qle 
for stones, iron."! the leading Elders promoted the establishment of a steam 
sawmill and a tannery; the merchantile establishments were enlarged with stock 
_ purchased on credit. Lands adjoining Kirtland were purchesed at excessively 
high prices with the intention of disposing of them to the expected gathering 
of converts from the Kast and elsewhere. Sut as we have seen, most of the 
"new comers" were not financial assets. 

Besides the above ventures, all of which failed, the leading £lders, 
an expression whieh always includes Rigdon, applied to the Ohio StatecLegis= 
lature for a charter for the "Kirtland Safety Society Bank." Being refused 
they proceeded to organize a "Stock Industrial Company," under which they 
"proposed the menagement of their respective occupations consisting of agri- 
culture, mechanical arts, end merchandising." ‘This company became known as 
the "Kirtlend Sefety Society anti-Banking Company,? and it begen to issue 
notes which were not long accepted by their creditors. the Prophet became 
treasurer and Rigdon became secretary of the ill-fated concern. This institu- 
tion became very popular among the Mormons though it was destined to be short 
lived. Pittsburg bankers sent their agent to Kirtlend demanding an immediate 
redemption of the notes in coin. Seeretary Rigdon informed the agent thet 
the notes hed been put forth as ta circulating medium for the accomaodation 
of the people’ end that it wouhd be thwarting that purpose to call any of it 
ine" It is needless to add thut in a shert time the doors of the institution 
‘were closed. “The sheriff was a frequent visitor at Kirtland and mortgage 

Inoberts, Life of John Taylor, ppe 51-52. 

2ohe Mormons had their egent purchase the stamps, etce for the 
benk notes before the decision was made by the State Legislature. When 
their application for the benk Charter was rejected they decided to save the 
cost of purchesing new plates so they used the plates intended for the "Kirt- 
land Safety Bank” and using a stamp inserted the "anti" and “ing” before 
and after the work bank. Anti Mormon writers have usually mentioned the 
small letters which preceeded and followed the word "bank" without informing 


the reader of the circumstances under which they were introduced. for de~ 
tailed accoumt see Roberts, Comprehensive History, I, 400=403. 
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earecieysres coll awed each other di surprising frequency." The Prophet and 
agdon were arrested upon e charge of rene ee ‘banking laws of the a tate, 
were adjudged guilty in the Beoue Coanty Court, but speeled from the decision 
on “ahs ground thet the "cintlena Safety Society” was not a bank. ‘The case 
Wis! never ruled upon by the courts for reasons which will follow. 

v8 When the "Safety Society" felled 'meny ef the leading Mormons turned 
on the Prophet and Rigdon and ontention became rife. Those who suffered 
loss declared "that the 'Bank' had been instituted by the will of God and let 
men do whet they would it would never fails" The Prophet denied that he had 
ever made such a claim for the institution or had encouraged the belief in 
others. He also accused his private secretary, Warren Parrish, who had been 
one of the "Bank" officials, with steehing $25,000. Some of the "Reform" 
party which arose did not save their criticism for the quiet fireside but 
loudly denounced the Prophet and Rigdom publicly. Brighem Young's life was 
threatened because he held to the Prophet. On one Sabbath day the "Reformers" 
headed by Parrish, 

. ‘Came into the temple armed with pistols and bowelnives and seated 
tdlinhal ives together in the Aaronic pulpits.. A fearful scene ensucd=—ge. 
Parish, John Boynton and others drew their pistols and boweeknives..s Boynton 
said he woul ¢ derail out the brains veah he first men who dared ie Ase hands on 
hint 

Reb SOP, and the Prophet made a bold stand ageton) the rising opposi~ 
tion, but it was. impossible. for them to correct the economic evils and stamp 
out the rising spostaays Their very lives were in danger from attacks by 
men, who. hed been called "Apostles." An eye witness to the final, public 
sppearence of Saith. and Rigdon in ‘the teaple, in their influence end 
energy hea ‘done, 80 prey "ko create, ciated “that it was in 


| Speseeherad on, @ Sabbath directly preceding their. Plight by nighte 
ehARs SRPSTRAY 0 secret enmity, wed acte and even qutapekos opposition con=_ 
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fronted them in the church, while debt, revenge, arrest, prosecution, and 
punishment threatened from the world without.. There could be no show of 
weakness on his (J.Smith's) part... end he played his game: with boldness 
end courage cleer on to its tragic end. Rigdon had been sick, end was 
aided to his seat by the steadying arms of his friends. ‘he debate was 
long end stormys.. Rigdon's address was not soon forgotten by thoge who 
heard it. Physical weakness was upon him, but the pathos of his blea and 
power of his denumciation swayed the feelings and shook the Jeape of his 
hearers as never in the old deys of peace, and when he hed finished and was 
led out, a perfect silence reigned in the temple,1 


Emotional oratory and displays of courage were of little avail 
and no ome reelized this more clearly then the Prophet. He said that "sgome= 
thing must be done to save the church .2 Among other things he enia his first 
Coumselor mounted their horses in the night of January 2, 1838, ie fled 
from the city, leaving lawsuits, apostates, end loyal friends behind thems 
When their flight was discovered they were pursued by their enemies for a 
great distence, Grossing their trail at close quarters on several occasions, 
While they remained in hiding their families overtook them with covered wax 
gons and then they proceeded on their wey to far West Missouri. The Prophet 
arrived at his destination in Merch, but due to sickness in the Rigdon family 
their journey was “tedious, and his family suffered many afflictions." 

A street in Kirtlend running directly past the temple had been 


nemed "Rigdon Street." Through a vevelation he had been apportioned some 





| Statement made by Le & Miller, then an aged resident of Painesville, 
Ohio, to Kennedy. See the latter's book, erly Days of Mormonism, ppe 166-167. | 
“No event. in the life of Joseph Smith shows more cléarly his resource= 
fulness than his action at this timee When the church esppeared to de completely 
"an the rocks" he sent the first missioneries to Emglend. Stenhouse, The Rocky 
Mountain Seaints,mainteains that it was the Inglish converts that saved the church. 
Kenedy. (pe2c0) says that by 1843 there were 10,000 Mormons. in Englend. At the 
close of a year's missionary work, Wilford Woodruff could truthfully records 
"I have traveled 4,469 miles, held 230 meetings, established 53 pleces. for 
preaching, planted 47 churches, baptized 336 persons under my own hands and 
assisted at baptism of 86 others... I assisted in procuring £1,000 for the 
publication of 3,000 copies of the Hymn Book, 5,000 copies of the Book of’ 
Mormon, for the printing of the Millennial Star, assisted 200 Saints to emi- 
grate to Neuvoo," Cowley's Wilford Woodruff, pe 134. This occurred in the 
year 1840... From the very beginning up to the present time the "British Mise 
sion" hes been one of the most fruitful in the Mermon Church. . These achieve- 
ments were made by Missionaries who traveled “without purse or scrip." 
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property in the allotments which were made when the "United Order" was ine 
stituted; it said, i 


“Let my servant Yelagorem (Sidney Rigdon) have apportioned unto 
him the place where he now resides and the lot of Tahhanes (the tannery) 
for his stewardship, for his support while he is leboring in my vineyard... 
And “this stewardship and blessing, I, the Lord, confer upon my servent: Pela= 
gore for a blessing upon him end his seed efter him... inasmuch as he shell 
be humble before me. 


Rigdon also was to receive certain profits from the printing concern at 

one time, We read of his frequently performing marriages® which are always 
profitable to preachers, But whatever the sources or the amounts of money 
he received during the Kirtland period, he doubtless earned every penny of 
it, The “Bank” failure did not enrich its treasurer or the seoretarys Roth 
the Prophet end Rigdon were practically penniless when they fled from the 
citye Friends came to their sid along the way and granted them finencial 
assistance to remove their families to Missouris and upon their errival they 
were in such a sorry plight the members shared their farm lends with them,% 
If Rigdon ever received any "kingdom" for his suffering, toil, and privations 


for the Mormon cause, it was a kingdom, “not of this world."4 


Tpoctrine and Covenants, Sece 104:19«23, 


2puring the Kirtland Period, Rigdon performed the marriage ceremony 
of Brigham Young and Mery Ann Angele At that time Brigham Young was the "car- 
penter, painter, and glazier" who worked on the temple and went on missionary 
tours at odd times. He showed no signs of being Rigdon's rival at that early date. 


SThe Mormons in Missouri voted $1,100 and en eighty acre lot of land 
to Rigdon and the seme amount to Joseph Smithe (See Church History, III, 32.) 
i cennot find where Joseph Smith ever returned to Kirtland, but in 1645 Rigdon 
revisited the place and was treated well. The Mormon leaders settled their 
"personal" debts at Kirtland through their agent, Colonel Oliver Granger. The 
following is a bit of evidence to the fact that some honest attempt was meade to 
pay their debtse "To whom it may concerne fhis may certify that during the 
year of eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, I had dealings with Messrs. Joseph 
Smith, Junior, and Sidney Rigdon, together with other members of the (Mormon) 
society, to the anount of about three thousend dollars, and during the spring 
of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, I have received my pay in full of Colonel 
Oliver Granger to my satisfactione And 1 would here remark thet it is due Messrs. 
Smith and Kigdon, and the (Mormon) society generally, 1 say that they have ever 
dealt honorably and fair with me." John W. Hawden, Painesville, Geauga County, 
Ohio, October 27, 1838. (See Le be Se Church History, I, 164-65, 174; see, also 
Messenger and Advocate of the Chureh of Christ, I, No. 10, 145.) 

“The following account taken from lierner's Brigham Young, ps» 117, 
is a list of the Prophet's possessions at one time during the Nauvoo period 
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(Continued) when he was at the height of his power. “Old Charley, a horse 
given to him several years before in Kirtland; two pet deer, two old turkeys 
and four young ones, an old cow given to him by a brother in Missouri, eld 
Major, a dog; his wife, children, and a little household furniture." Perhaps 
the gost remuneretive position that Rigdon ever held was that of Postmaster 
of Nauvoo. Stenhouse, an spostate Mormon and euthor of The Rocky Mountain 
Saints, page 72, says of the failure of the "Kirtland Safety Society Anti- 
Benkeing Companye".s.. "That Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon contempleted in 
that experiment a deliberate swindle, is very inhermonious with their life 
and progremme at thet period." 
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CHAPTER V’ 
SIDNEY RIGDON--THE MORMON PREACHER 


(MISSOURI PERIOD, 1838) 


On April 4, 1838, after three months of Sickness, besides the 
usual discomforts incident to winter travel in covered wagons, the Rigdon 
family drove into Far West Missouri. This wasRigdn's fourth and lest 
trip to thet section of Americas! Since Rigdon's first visit to) Missouri 
a S05, wien he dedicated the lend of 4ion, hundreds of Mormons had flocked 
to hey yh states hn 2 the old settlers of Jackson County drove them from 
‘their borders in 1833 there were over twelve hundred who sought refuge in 


the surrounding counties. By 1857 they were becoming so numerous in Clay 


Gadi where at first they had been welcomed anda ass sisted, that the old 
settlers 5s in thet vicinity became alarmed and firmly requested them to move 
on to less ‘settled districts and thus avoid civil war. the Mormons took 
their advice and woved from Clay to the unsettled region northward which 
was soon organised into a hew county and given the name of Caldwelie In 


this way Saag A hag dy a repetition of their recent experience in Jackson 


County. 





lSee pages 73 and 74 for a detailed account of his first visit. In 
April 1832, shortly after he was mobbed at Hiram, Ohio, he and the Prophet 
arrived at Independence where they remained for about one month, directing 
the establishment of communities and perfecting ‘the local church organizations, 
etc. This trip also served a temporary escape for Rigdon from the embarrass- 
ment which doubtless was incident to having his license taken away from him 
a short time before in Kirtland. His third trip was with the Prophet in 
September, 1837, at which time the Mormons were leaving Clay County. Qn 
this occasion he assisted in forming some of the new settlements in Cald~ 
well County. This trip also served as a temporary escape from the trouble 
which was rising at Kirtland. As I have show in the last chapter, Rigdon 
and. the Prophet fled from Kirtlend within a month after ‘their Last trip: 
to Missouri. Instead of the Kirtlend trouble "blowing over" during their 
absence it get worse. In 1834 the Prophet made.a trip to Missouri with 
"Zion's Arny" to restore the Mormon's.unto their lends in Jackson County. 
On that occasion Rigdon was left in Kirtlend.,. For the ineidents agen Peasin 
with Zion's Army see BSESe 98-101 of this thesis. 
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The Mormon center, “Far West," was well named. All of western 
Misséuri was sparsely settled, but the newly formed County of Caldwell was 
practically uninhabited before the Mormons began to pour into that section 
in 1837, At once they began making permanent settlements. Log and frame 
dwelling houses came into existence quickly; schools and various shops to 
serve pioneer needs were ready for the public shortly after their arrival. 

The Mormons have always been successful pioneers where ever they 
heave gonee When Rigdon arrived in Far West he found it to be a vigorous 
pioneer commnity.+ Land wes worth $10,00 per sere within the close 
vicinity of the town. The Mormons had political control of the entire. 
County for the simple reason that they were practically the only inhabit~ 
ants. The county clerk, two judges, thirteen magistrates and all the 
militia officers were members of the sect, And although they had not 
recovered any of their property losses in Jackson County they soon 
controlled thousands of acres of lands through loans and their cooperative 
industry. 

Non-Mormon writers have frequently misinterpreted the facts per- 
taining to the Mormon situation in Caldwell County up to the first signs 
of the beginning of the "Mormon War" in August 1838. The apparent peace 
which existed before Rigdon end the Prophet errived to make Missouri their 
headquarters, was no proof that the Mormons end the Missourians had settled 
their differences between themselves. The Mormons had been welcome enough 
in Jackson County at first, but when their numbers increased to the point 
where they showed signs of taking the lead politically and economically 
thé old settlers illegally and forcibly drove them out. ‘the exiled un- 


fortunates fled into Clay County were they were well treated at first, 


| | | 
lin the fall of 1838 there were 3,000 people living in Far West. 
As late as 1884 it remained just ordinary farm lend efter the Mormons were 
driven out. I have no figures since that date. See Roberts, Missouri 
Persecutions, pp» 174-75, and Lian, The Story of the Mormons, Ppp. 106-87. 
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9 Ga 
but after three years they were "advised" to move on. On both occasions 
the Prophet and Rigdon were located in Kirtland, In later years the Mormons 
were welcomed to Illinois and given considerable assistance to settle in 
the state, but in a few years they were driven from there alsoe In the 
latter case Rigdon was not « member of the church and was not living in 
Illinois and Joseph Smith had been dead two years. The mere fact that 
Rigdon and the Prophet arrived in Far West to make it their headquarters 
does not account for the trouble wiich resulted in the Mormons being driven 
from the State. The arrival of the two Mormon leaders did not change the 


pattern of future events; their coming only hastened the days+ 





lthe Mormon expulsion from Jackson County in 1833, represented 
the “pattern” which was to re-appear repeatedly until they were driven 
from the state. ‘The following synopsis of the Jackson County situation 
is given to throw light on the events which follow: Missouri (especially 
frontier sections) was composed of people who had Southern traditions and 
ideals; the Mormons of that period were chiefly northern people with New 
England traditions and ideals. The frontier contained a large element 
of lawless people who had found it necessary to leave the older sections 
of the country where the law was their enemys The Mormons were a very 
religious group end, as this thesis has shown, they interpreted everything 
religiously. it was their religion which brought them to Missouri; their 
social, economic, and cultural institutions were a vital part of their 
religion. After the Prophet had told his followers that Independence was 
the sacred spot where the great temple of the last days should be built, 
the Mormons begen pouring into Jackson County, especially in the vielnt ty 
of Tndepen dence. Theat the "New Comers" did many things to irritate the 
“Old Settlers" there can be no question. Their statements that all churches 
other than their own were wrong, that church creeds were an abomination 
in the sight of God, that the Mormons would eventually build a great city 
at Jackson County, that Christ would come and live among then, and that 
the land should become their “eternal inheritance," etc., would cause 
friction. But wien they continued te pour into the district until it 
looked as though some of their claims would be realized, the Missourians 
were uot only irritated but alarmed. the local preacher of Independence, 
Rev. Pixley, who had been sent out by the “Missionary Society” stirred 
the people up azainst his competitive religionists and with similar action 
which was teken by Reverends McCoy, Fitzhugh, Bogard, Kavanaugh, Lovelady, 
Likens, and Hunter they consolideted the anti-Mormon factions which were 
in the district. The “Old Settlers" drafted their “Secret Constitution" 
which conteined the list of grievances ajainst the Mormens and their 
determination thet they should go. They claimed that the Mormons were of 
the dregs of society, “idle, lazy, and vicious" and claimed to receive 
direct revelation from Gods; to heal the sick by the laying on of hads,; 
to speak in unknown tongues by inspiration; and to "perform all the wonder= 
working miracles wrought by the inspired apostles and the prophets of God;" 
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After the break-up at Kirtland hundreds of Mormons followed their 
leaders to Missouri. In the spring of 1838, over five hundred left in 


one body for the Lend of Zion. The Mormons did not remain within the con= 











(Continued) all of which, the document maintained, "ia derogatory of God 
and religion, and subversive of human reason." furthermore, it charged 
the Mormons with inviting "free people of color" to settle in Jackson County, 
claiming that God had given them the land of the County, that they were 
conniving with the Indians on the frontier to incite them against the .. 
whites, ete, They concluded their list of grievances with the mutal agree=- 
ment among those who signed the document that "if after timely warning, 

and receiving an adequate compensation for what property they could not 
take with them, they shall refuse to leave the County, such means as might 
be necessary to remove them were to be employed." Their excuse for resort- 
ing to mob violence was that “the evil is one that no one could have fore- 
seen, and therefore is unprovided for by the laws; and the delays incident 
to kegislation would put mischief beyond remedy." Most of the statements 
in the Secret Consititution were untrue or at least highly colored to the 
detriment of the Mormons. The Mormons were not in sympathy with slavery, 
yet they were not interfering with the institution; they were not doing 
any work among the Indians other than attempting to make Christians out . 
of thems Though they were either poor or of humble economic status in life 
they were not the "dregs" of society and their thrift and industry was one 
of the chief causes of their troublese They were purchasing lend from the 
Missourians and did not interpret their revelations to mean that they 
siould become the owners of the county in any other way. In brief, 1 should 
say that the entire religious and cultural background of the. two peoples 
made it impossible for them to live harmoniously together. The "Old 
Settlers" could plainly see that within a very short time they would lose 
complete control of the county and the surrounding regions if some check. 
was not made upon Mormon immigration and their only way to do this was to 
use forces ‘The Mormons would not sell their lands to the "Old Settlers" 
beceuse they looked upon it as holy land, Neither could they purchase the 
remainder of the county within the time limit given them to do so, but they 
were anxious for the opportunity, if the time would be extended to a reason- 
able length. At first the governor (Dunklin).was indignant at the 

eetion taken by the “Old Settlers." His attitude encouraged the Prophet 

at Kirtlend to organize “Zion's Army" with the hope of placing his follow~ 
ers back on their dackson County lands. But when the governor became aware 
how complex the situation was in the Mommon districts he sided with the 
majority and wrote to the Mormons that "Public sentiment mey become para= 
mount lew; and vhen one man or society of men become so obnocious to that 
sentiment as to determine the people to be rid of him or them, it is use- 
less to rum counter to it.e..Your neighbors accuse your.people of holding 
$1licit communication with the Indians and of being opposed to slaverye 

You denye Whether the charge or the denial is true 1 cannot tell, ‘The 
fact exists and your neighbors seen to believe it true; and whether true 

or false, the consequences will be the seme (if your opponents are not mere=- 
ly gasconading), unless you can, by your conduct end arguments convince 
them of your immocence. If you cannot do this, all I can, say to you is 
that in this Republic the vox populi is the vox dei." The outcome of tho 
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fines of Caldwell County but began to spread into adjoining districts 
where the 014 Settlers had farms and political power which they prized 


very highly. The Mormon troubles in “issouri were the result of a very 
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(Continued) Jackson County trouble was thet men were whipped, tarred and 
feathered, women were insulted and houses were burned and property in 
general destroyed. Eventually the Vld Settlers drove the Mormons from 
their midst like so many cattle. Several were killed out-right and quite 
a number died from exposure. The Mormons estimated their property loss 
at $175,000 and efter resorting to every availeble means to punish the 
offenders and re-esteblish themselves on their own lands, they had to admit 
that they were defeated. Although the people of Clay County permitted the 
Mormon refugees to take shelter within their midst they began to express 
dissatisfaction when they learned that the Mormons could not re-establish 
themselves on their property end may thus become permanent settlers within 
Clay County. To satisfy their benefactors the Mormon leaders promised the 
residents of Clay County that they would not remain among them. In Juma, 
1836, the Non-Hormons of the County called a mass meeting and accused the 
Mormons with “en unfriendly determination to break" their pledge by not 
only remaining but they had made Clay “County their permanent home and 
the center and general rendezvous of their people." They said that their 
chief objections to the Mormons were; (1) There religion was different 
from all the other churches; (2) They were eastern men with different 
manners, habits, customs and even dialects; (3) Were non-slave holders; 
(4) Kept up a constant communication with the Indien tribes on the front-. 
ier. They concluded their list by saying, "We do not vouch for the correct- 
ness of these statements, but whether they are true or false, their effect 
has been the same in exciting our community." The gathering then resolved, 
"that it is the fixed and settled conviction of this meeting, that unless 
the people commonly called 'Mormons,' will agree to stop immediately the 
immigration of their people to this country, and take measures to remove 
themselves from it, a civil war is ineviteble. We do not contend that 
we have the least right under the Constitution and laws of the country to 
expel them by forces. But we would indeed be blind, if we did not foresee 
that the first blow that is struck et this moment of deep excitement, must 
and will speedily involve every individual in a war, bearing ruin, woe, 
and desolation in its course. It matters but little how, where, or by 
whom the war may begin, when the work of destruction commences, we must 
all be borne onward by the storm, or crushed beneath its fury." The 
Mormons then held a meeting and after denying the charges made against them 
so far as their attitude toward abolition and the Indian questions were 
concerned they thanked the citizens of Clay County for their past favors 
and agreed to keep their promise by moving out of the country. Their reply 
was perfectly satisfactory to the Old Settlers and they assisted the 
Mormons to raise money necessary for their removal. They also cooperated 
with them in selecting their new homes in the uninhabited region of Cald- 
well County. 

Most writers on the kg of the "Mormon War" which occurred 
in the vicinity of Caldwell and Daviess Counties in the latter part of 
1838, do not take the foregoing facts into consideration. Tne only difference 
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complex situation involving economic, religious, political, and cultural 
differences which cannot be fully discussed in this paper. Writers who 
have not taken the above elements into consideration have explained the 
Mormon expulsion from Missouri on very superficial grounds and in such 
cases theywually fix the blame on Joseph Smith, or Sidney Higdon, or 
both, 

Professor Turner in Mormonism in all Ages well represents such 
a groupe He says (p48), 

Friendship and mutual confidence were beginning to be restored, 
until the 14th of March, 1838, when Smith and Rigdon, having been, as we 
have seen, driven.from.Qhio, came to "Far West,". Missouri. They soon 
decided to establish new towns in several counties... This offended the 
eiti,enssee until some of them openly declared that they would not sub- 
mit their counties to the rule of Joe Smith. 

Linn seems to agree with Turner for he writes (p.196), "With 
Smith sis Rigdon on the ground, if these men had had any tactees the 
troubles now foreshadowed might easily have been prevented. Every step 
they took, however, was in the nature of a defiance." Although Mormon 
and lohMornon wri tera disagree on the ceuses of the outbreak, all are 
agreed that hostilities beceme manifest shortly after Rigdon end the Prophet 
made Western Missouri their headquarters; and, furthermore, Rigdon was the 
chief tern center on the Mormon side. Therefore, keeping in mind that 
he did not change the situation of the Mormons in Missouri, but merely 


hastened conditions on to their ineviteble conclusion, let us follow his 


movencntse 
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(Continueg) between the clash between the Mormons end the Missourians in 
1838 and their previous troubles in that stete wes the fact that in the 
latter case the Mormons determined to put up a strenuous resistence and 
not be driven from their property, exercise the rights of American citizens 
in general by voting, holding office and demanding the operation of con= 
stituted legal machinery of the state to settle diiierences rather than 
run from their enenies. For interesting «aterial on this subject see 


heretofore unpublished letters of the enti#Mormon preacher, Pixley, found 


in the Appendix; also, doberts, I, $14-68; 415-559; linn, pp. lov-202, 


ha 
or 





Squnin oboe, afpekt thaw: spn tat te, wtmoneee e 





‘yeetee, ated ta tpn ane af pasacon ier, od Foes | 
oid beptefaxe ove a0 ihe: eb Banoo. ott atrione Le, pvodn ode. nea ton cens 
. fove mt Sma abawotg fate Mage yxev. ne bavoeeth pot pikinn dull sen ro 


ahold 


“to wiobg th, ROOA ad ait Lek Apo £0 enatd oat xat “else gat souro 





dove atgovanqet Llow past its out sie Bw xo st qos onesies | wid 
dieiiyieies| dn se dak aps dep! clemtiing agli «(Sheth ee 
i ha near Wy kn Aa 1D) Okra oc 
| bord ser ad a sailed ane o19W, pth pa, Laws ey Gitebawtyt: sete 


owpa need gotved .tobg til Bare ao he ror, .BSEL ,dotell to, debt, edit ctr leg f 
yO OR yeodt ehimozeilt: "tae se" ot; onae oto. mov .gevixb PIOee. garg 
exit bebretie ais? enaBoltcaroo iateves, tt emrod wen deiidatag of bab de 
one tos flew. ee tadt baislooh ylaego madd to-emoe Litas. poe 
. slit Line gob. to efet siti ot. ARE ia ao 
On ae 


ort (eet) see: cw ofl 1%, tex? ‘dd. conde: of, amoa aka ts Set 


Vee, : 
# 4 


‘end vesdoad ‘eer bad. had sm ‘peadt. TY: daworg ‘end a0 nebgis. fe td 
‘ieibaib OME) | 
ays, Vrevs botneverq mead oval ett ano “gis henobasineet wen § 


ct 
















| somrrc agworit fA 3 "soona tteb 8. ‘to. oman ons sh. naw. coved 


“ex We statin edi ve ‘eoauco, ott z0 Loscestees Sr 


awh 


ras 
he 
iS 


fib 





ai eaw ‘ail otontadw eos <get0s tauyhoes abot ‘aetna | : 
test bata & ok b yatgoed alla. ct, svat oat sachet 


“1100 "% fool nd a ont es re 

sunt redder ‘ReoveteT tis eidy 
dee Foot ire Lette 

- bre’ Py drersal ie *% 
ee “HOt oe 


OCC i ae 


a LOZ= 

Two days after his arrival, he and the Prophet called the church: 
members together to "celebrate the anniversary of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints." On the 7th and 8th (April 1838) he attended the 
quarterly conference held in Far West. uring the remainder of the month 
of May he was engaged in a variety of occupations some of which were 
writing articles for the Elders' Journal, delivering an address at the 
school house, at which time he “elucidated the policy of both the Federal 
and Democratic parties," (which “highly edified" the Prophet); he preached 
a funeral sermon, traveled about the adjoining country selecting the best 
locations for future settlements, assisted in surveying, building houses; 
and he was with the Prophet whe the “old Nephite Altar or tower” was 
discovered and also the place which the Yrophot said “by the mouth of the 
Lord it was named 'Adam-ondishman,' because it is the place where Adem 
shall gome to visit his people, or the Ancient of days shall sity, as 
spoken of. by Daniel, the Prophet." 


Besides the numerous difficulties wiich existed between the Mormons 


an 
- 
mag 


and the Missouriens there was apoatnoy end less serious difficulties among 
the Mormons themselves. There has been considerable complaints by some of 
‘hen Gineinina, thee the biaranay were driven from Jackson County. Before 
Rigdon eames Far West, W. W, Pehlp, John Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery, 

David Whitmer, end Lyman Ee Johnson were expelled from the church by a 
general assembly. Some of the charges were “unchristian=like esi dio ty 
"seraigting in the use of tee, coffee, and tobacco," “disgracing the church: 
by being connected with the bogus. business," “urging vexetious lawsuits 
against the irethirerial ohh These men had been the principal lesders in 
the West while Rigdon and the Prophet had been et Kirtlend. Cowdery had 


been the aneet scribe to the "rophet + vymen the Book of Mormon was Wit Seah 
Seay ah a a amma ae ae ta 


- and the Whitmers had been aupag the special "witnesses" to the gold eet 


from witien tihe Pops claimed to have translated the record. 
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For a while it looked as if the opposing minority might attempt 
the same kind of opposition which had been lead so successfully by Werren 
Perrish and Boynton at Kirtlend. ‘The Prophet, and especially Higdon, 
determined to stamp out apostacy from the western groupe Having recently 
suffered the serious consequences of “a house divided against itself," 
Rigdon aggressively attacked the dissenters in speech and writing. One 
of the most crude, if not the most vulger article thet ever appeared in 
a religious magazine was written by Rigdon denouncing Parrish and the 
other chief dissenters in Kirtland.! He then wrote e long article against 
the dissenters in Missouri, warning thea to cease their trouble-making and 
get out of the Mormon communities if they were interested in their own 
safety. ‘This warning to spostates was signed by eighty-four Mormons and 
addressed to Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, John Whitmer, Willian W. 
Phelps, and Lyman E. Johnson. The following is a brief outline of its 
contents : 


Greetings: 
Whereas, the citizens of Caldwell County have borne with 

the abuse received from you, at different times... having exhausted all 
the patience they have and conceive that to bear any longer is a vice. 
instead of a virtueteee we will neither bear nor suffer any longers.e. 
neither think, gentlemen, that in so saying we are tritlings.. for we 
are nNotese no threats from youss. out of the County you shall gc... you 
shall have three days after you receive this communication to depart with 
your families... if you do not depart we will use the means in our power 
to cause you. to cepart; for go you shallee. there is but one decree for 
you, which is Depart, depart, or else a more fatel calemity shall befall 
you. After Oliver Cowdery had been taken by a State's warrant for stealing, 
and the stolen property found concealed in the house of William W, Pehelps, 
in which nefarious transaction John ‘hitmer had also participated, Oliver 
Cowdery stole the propherty, conveyed it to John Whitmer, and John "hituer 
to William W. Phelps, end there the officers of the law found ites. “id 
you practice the promised reformation? ‘You Imow you dic notee. Oliver 
Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Lyman =. Johnson, united with a gang of counter= 
feiters, thieves, liars, and black-legs of the deepest dye, to deveive, sheat, 
end defraud the Saints out of their property, by every art and stratagem 





Ly have not been able to locate the Elderst Journal which, contained 
this article. I base my statement from the reprint found in Grege s The 
Prophet cs cae pp. 529-37; also, the reference to it in Linn, pp. 
155-56; see also Messenger and Advocate, 1857, pp. 436-39. 
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which wickedness could invent... and actually made attenpts with their 
gang to bring mobs upon (us)...+ In addition to this you have also stirred 


up men of weak minds to prosecute one enother for the vile purpose of getting 


a fee for a pettifogger from them... end to crown the whole, you have had 
the audacity to threaten us, thet if we offered to molest you, you would 
get up a mob from Clay and kay Counties. For this insult, if nothing else, 
and your threatening to shoot us, if we offered to disturb’you, we will 
pub you from the County of Celdwell+-so help us God # 

The dissenters fled from the country; but like the case of the 
men who had the evil spirit cast from him, others came to take their place 
and conditions beceme worse» Years later Cowdery end Phelps returned to 
the church; John Whitmer attempted to establish a rival faction on the 
foundation of the Book of Mormon and part of revelations given by the 
Prophet. When Judge King began collecting evidence egainst the Mormon 
leaders, Phelps signed his name to a most damaging affidevit against 
Higdon and the Prophet. A few years later he begged for forgiveness and 
was re-admitted to the church. 

Rigdon seems to have been free from every form of restraint during 
the summer months (1838). He not only wrote the denuncistory (and disgust= 
ing) article in the Blders' Journal and the long warning note of "Greeting" 


to Cowdery, the Whitmers, Ehelps, end Johnson, but in June he delivered 


his famous sermon from the text, “Ye are the salt of the earth; but if 


the salt heth lost its savor, wherewithal shell it be salted?* ‘aa at 


So far as I have been sble to discover this sermon was never 


written, but both Mormons end anti-Mormons who heve referred to it agree 


that even an a county where practically all were agreed politically and 
religiously, it wes an insane utterance. If the various references to it 
are reliable, Rigdon seems to have likened the dissenters unto the savor- 
less salt and wildly suggested thet they should be stamped out and trodden 
<iscstletmetebnilsiplieiie alpen disnniimseniietbsesientabine 


this article conteins four peges of prints I have not been able 
to check it from a Mormon source, but copy it from Hunt, vp. 204—2—7, It 


is referred to by the Mormon historian, Keberts, Comprehensive ahaa? of 
the Church, I, 438. Roberts condemns the article anc credits its author- 


ship to Rigdon. | 
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under foot of men. Some of the anti-Mormons have maintained that he told 
his listeners that the real saints should literally trample on the dise 
senters until their bowels gushed outs and to clinch the statement he 
cited the case of Judas, Ananias, and Sapphiree In the case of the last 
two he is purported to heve said that Peter stabbed them and the deacons 
ter tit n them out and burried them; end in the case of Judes, ne did not 
fall without help, but the apostles threw him headlong, and. then treupled 
out his bowels with their feet. How much of this actually represents the 
words of Rigdon one cannot say at this late date, for it was first repeated 
by men who hated him But this much is certain; "Siduey's Salt Sermon" 
was inflematory and threatening. Neither his, friends nor his enenies: 
ever forgot the general sentiments which he expressed on that occasions 

A few weeks after he delivered his notorious "Salt Sermon" Rigdon 
prepared em oration which was delivered in Far West on July 4, 1638. Later 
the "entis" called this speech the "Mormon Bo dati td ase of Independence” 


and at times it has been referred to as evidence that the Mormons intended 


to break with the United States. Many writers have confused it with the 


"Salt Sermon” which had been given the month before, and as I have stated, 
it was directed against church dissenters. Even Linn (pp. 196-97) and 
Werner (p. 101) Beve made this serious blunder. ihe greater part of the 
Fourth of July oration is highly patriotic and does not say one word about 
“trempling out bowels," etc. It was not an extemporaneous address which 
ron away with the speaker, but it was “carefully preparedesee and well 
understood by the first Presidency" before it was delivered. "lder Rigdon 
was the mouthpiece to deliver it, as he was, a natural orator, and hia 


delivery was powerful and effective." Although Rigdon was its author, it 








lsee Fy ea The Story of the Mormons, pe LOT Roberts, Conpre~ 


is hensive tlistory of the Charan I, 445. 







7 *, Cae we, 
blot ad des ontutdtaw od. scearote e me e aie 


ih Nae CAF 00 olga, Pir aed ta binds atten te “a P 


ed daomedada osth Mogite ot bie id eke, ‘ndewed tennis ers: 


aie edt 2 enay poit ot vantage fap eaknsal be, ‘ “enae a | > 
nnotdds: wife bind matt: Sacided a’ aeaw’: tous bibs oeok of batogeg, wt eae 





fas b ky ec saab Sq seao Ook ect bias in orld: fee ba bia to matt, olny | 
erit ‘poneaandek Ul inutoa Bhd to dover well ahs hail <i id as ti 
boteoget Seutt aew $f sot «ob edal ahi te we tose ene keh ne abrow 
i, Maom168 yaa erpab.ioh > babatise ai owe: aide ue samba betad’ oir iidid ys 
‘*aokmers eid "0H ebm ict: oii todd tow -gninedeeuhh Bate ‘grease Pn ‘ew 
atl Bsooe, st ae, ay PL gal tio tstw Sion 98 insets 
aobgti, "done ding" avokiotos eid, berewited od xov'Le anlvews wor A ah i Y | 


Total 8881 Pyle oo seo wel at berevileh eeaw “ae La nolisto a 


















posh soqsbat 4 miktanalced, Hos x030" oui doosge. aby! bettas Me. 
{ ‘Baboon eso ol ‘edt re eoaeiive, ae ot ae 5 pbs Koei | 


cr Hy ¥ a 


ts eb 2: beouteo eved. ered byw gto 





Ot sb By 4 ie C1 eah d 


4 besos oved I es bar sercted sigtres; ek sai: Tt ae 
bas (verted, air aml sev ‘it lil stil 
ak sunk ee ‘Bas 


ane ae bac bots ae nob ‘bas ‘ ibe te 





ods 20 pep ‘pednens ‘eat. spe, 







ee Rae A BE pea J, 
re rf sat Udit oa 4 Dy ee nia ie , 
hee ion. sealo Ls 4 i hacedo r 
soba sebia” Whorwvtob" ‘aa ‘HE e 
es rl if ; By, vee &, Para aoe: hte ea) 
abt. baie viene | putas 
ys Wee 7 sabi ae See? nee 


“th cones eth enw stb Bis , 1 
ic ee a 
eS ese aes ete present ign al (gees tues een ny iw ahhh “a 


‘tot 
val 


ES kf ome) | at 
+ -~ 

ci ie gut AR hte i, 
Kod Pilate ae A i way rere 






+ : : 
ae ere iv om, PR ae 





aks 





LOG | 
Was aneabheaapedl appoeNed by the’ Hacphet and was ‘published 4a: the church. 
periodicals end Leter in peupates furiic: 

7 The: Fourth el July audienge that heard it thought it wes a wonder- 
ful speech. When it ended the multitude shouted “hosanneh," "hosannah," 
‘wapennah Moi The ae had invited some ansdids Missouriens from the 
adjoining counties to be present for the ecelebratione They occupied 
séats - al honor on. ithe speaker's stand and when the “ormons began to shout 
aie Shotanngte! the visiting Missourians began to shout inirtan s , and 
oniy ceased their shouting when they discovered their spines tatilnad "vir Bika” 
did not hermonize with the well-timed "hosannshs" of their Mo korn neighbors. 

This cretion, wiich is recorded 41 in full in the Appendix, ne 
the ioouetgees ideas waith were ceacakarted with the central theme expressed 
in hts ‘clewtes "Better, 1 far better Sleep with the dead, than be epi aids 
among the living.” 


The American insti utions and government are superior “over all 
the governments of the) world, whether they existed in former or’ later times." 
The American government is the “only true fabric of freedom and bulwark of 
our liberty in the worldses. it is the stendard of freedom, both civil and.. 
religious." Political and religious differences should be laid aside by 
ell parties whenever the consti tution and Union of the country were threatened. 
Northern, southern, and western interests ought to be forgotten or lost, 
for the time being, in the more noble desire to preserve the Unions-=we. 
cannot, by rending it to pieces." All attempts to wiite church and state 
should be repelled. The American government was divinely instituted and 
this had been “preparatory to the great purpose which He had designed to 
accomplish in the last deyess in order that the Son of Godless should come 
down from heaven, and reign in Mount Zion.” Hight years have passed since 
God had re-established His church upon the eurth end from the very beginning 
it had suffered persecution. (A long list of perseatbions end misfortunes 
are then listed.) He then describes the temple which the Mormons intend 
to build in Far West, giving the intended size, cost ($100,000) and the 
educational and relizious activities which it should serves "Next to the 


worship of our God, we esteem the education of our children, and of the 


rising generations<s One part of the house (the temple) shall be set apart 

for a place of worship, where we shall invoke our God for revelations, 

when: we have gone as far as human skill can carry us, thet by revelations, 
visions, ete., we may fill the vacuua still left, sfter seience and philesephy 
have doné all they cen dow" Reverting arein to the troubles of the Mormons 
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ih times past he concludes: "We have ‘not only, when ‘smitter ‘on one ‘cheek, 
turned ‘the other, but we heve done it again and egain, until we are wearied 
of being smitteg,’ and tired of being trempled upon. We have proved the 
world with kindnese;... we take God and all the holy angels to witness, 
this’ day, thet we Warn all’ men, im the “nemo of Jesus’ Christ, to come on 

us no more for ever;~«for from this hour, we will bear it no more... and 
the mob ‘that cones on us to disturb’ us,: it shall ‘be between us and then a 
war of exterminetion; for we will follow them till the last drop of their 
blood Is epilled, or else they will have to exterminate us; for we will 
carry the seat of war to their ow houses and their own femilies, and one 
party or the other shall be utterly destroyed... We will never be the 
transgressors--we will infringe on the rights of no people, but shell stand 
for our own until death.” Then enunerating other grievances of the pest. 

he closes his long oration with these words, “Neither will we indulge any 
men, or set of men, in instituting ‘vexetious law-suits against us, to cheat 
us out of our rights; If they attempt it, we say woe be unto them! We this 
dey, then, procleim ourselves free, with a purpose and oa determination 
ee never can be Bah ay seg h wok age a no, nevere ay yn 


‘oretory has frequently | proven @ _ dangerous respon to use in times 
of sogtat unrest and exci tenents Calm aT erent en was needed in the 
wi seours estuntion © Sealey | then. om inflanatory vith with its accompanying 
"Hosamehs I" ond "hens f The Mormon dissenters and the oid Settlers 
this Aisliked sheir Mormon neighbors 1 were threatening Caldwell County. 
They seized 1 upon + oe Bh he pevegray® of Rigdonts Grakany te ong te the more 
rename non-Mornon groupe On the nahn hand, the Mormon! 8 Me fides e apeech 
to heart and dotornined to unite ogainet the ond Gey tiers if ghey ettempted 
bp sig bh out bie threets of “reposting the s2legal notion wich hed been 
suocensfully planes by * the issourdans of Jackson County | 

| “hnti-Kornon writers eh: leer denounse d Rigdon's Fourth of July 

crstione their bap abe ‘concerning it aay varied Svom calling ite 
contents "unpolitio® to outeright " treason.” In big following paragraph ; 
she Woraon rip peel ea roberts ons fewest her ay present-day attitude of 
the foraons: tower ds it | 7 | 

The Ribdedlan seuss! Sikal aaa’ ube ie | years ip ‘kaa 


occurrences,s. may find it easy to” say that the outgiving of this “declare! 
ation of independence from mobs" by the saints, and proclaiming a wer of 
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extermination in the event of their being again assailed, was of doubtful 
propriety, even under all the existing provocation--unwise; impolitic; 

but it was a very humen-like thing to do, albeit more likely to bring about 
than avert a conflict with the Missourians. “ubsequent events proved this 
to be the effect of it; end certainly the speedy expulsion of the entire 
body of the church from Missouri, under such circumstances of oruelty and 
suffering as accompanied the expulsion, affords no ground for belief that 
there was any divine vindication of bay attitude assumed by the saints on 


thet fourth of July day, 1837. (1838)1 


It is the present writer's opinion that the writing and publishing 
of the speech was a greater mistake than the oral delivery of it. . When 
the oration was given by Rigdon there were few Missourians present, and 
they did not object #0 it. The loyal end high-minded sentiments of the 
oration served as a balance to the extravagant threats against mob agigatorse 
But after the speech was published it seemed that both sides only read the 
last two paragraphs, forgot that after all it was a “fourth of July" oration 
and not a declaration of civil war. One finds the few closing paragraphs 
quoted repeatedly by Mormons and non-iormons, but the hesaiitn tid of that 
long speech has been read by relatively few persons. 

It would require considerable writing to trace the Mormon history 
in Western Missouri between the months of July (1838).when Rigdon delivered 
the Mormon "Declaration of Independence from Mobs," down to October 27, 
when Governor Boggs issued his infamous orders to General John 8. Clark, 
to establish peace no matter if it required. him to drive the Mormons from 
the State or exterminate then. In this paper space will not permit a 


careful recording of the events. Moreover, the records of the period 


are contradictory and often woefully incomplete. Men "testified" and then 


later denied their former statements. 
Most of the "official" documents of the State were compiled under 


the direction of Governor Boggs, who was from Jackson County where the Mormons 





*Roberts, A Com rehensive History of the Chur ch, Ij 442—43... 
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had been expelled in 1833. He was an avowed enemy of the Mormons and no 
writer has ever been able to justify his ruthless order to General Clark 
wnich combined the State Mjlitia with a mob against the Mormons.} Judge 
King, the, district Judge who gathered the affidavits showed hostility 
against the Mormons from the very opening of the various hearings of the 
casee General Clark clearly revealed nis stand on the Mormon situation 
by the letter he sent to the Governor shortly after the Mormons -had 
surrendered. He suggested "the propriety of trying Joe Smith and those 
leaders (which included Rigdon) taken by General Lucas, by court martial, 
for mutinyes. They have committed treason, murder, arson, burglary, rob- 
bery, larceny, and perjury." 

To carefully examine the evidence, fill in the blank spots, deter- 
mine where the written reports are true and where they are false, and 
attempt to fix the blame for all the points where outbreaks occurred, 
would require a volume. It would require but little research in some 
cases, to prove that.some of the affidavits sued in this paper are not 
entirely true, yet even though they were written by men whe either dis- 
liked Rigdon personally or Mormonism in general, they serve our purpose 
to this extent: They show that Rigdon was one of the chief storm centers 


on the Mormon. side. Moreover, if there is so much as a grain of truth 





Mormon histories are replete with evidence to substantiate the 
above statements. This material was carefully gathered end presented to 
the United States Senate hoping to impeach the State of Missouri. Turner 
is decidedly “non-Mormon, yet he writes, (p57): "Who began the quarrel? 
Was it the Mormons? Is it not notorious, on the contrary, that they were . 
hunted, like wild beasts from county to county, before they made any 
desperate resistance? Did they ever, as a body refuse obedience to the 
laws, when called upon to do so, until driven to desperation by repeated 
threats and assaults on the part of the mob? Did the State ever make one 
decent effort to defend them, as fellow-citizens, in their rightse..? 

Let the conduct of its governors, attorneys, and the fate of their final 
petitions answer. Have any who plundered and openly massacred the Mormons 
ever been brought to the punishment due to their crimes? Let the boast- 
ing murderers of begging end helpless infancy answer." This book was 
written in 1842 when the facts of the case were available. Turner was a 
professor in Illinois College. Elsewhere in his book he shows disgust 
for Mormonism. His book is not pro-Mormone \, 
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running through the apostates' affidavits, Rigdon made wild utterances 
after the fight begen. He was a dangerous man to be exercising any control 
in such a situation, and from the records it seems that he was free from 
any restraint. If the Prophet had any desire to curb Rigdon's extravagant 
language he was not very successful. 

The following outline of the events wnich led to the Mormon 
expulsion from the State is part of Rigdon's history for he was either 
directly or indirectly connected with all the major events on the Mormon 
side. One month after his Fourth of July oration (Aug. 6, 1838), the 
Missourians in Callatin, Baviess County, determined to prevent the Mormons 
in their district from voting. The Mormons who were assembled were just 
as determined that they would vote, and when the Missourians discovered 
that threats and abusive harangues did not frighten their Mormon neighbors 
away from the polls they resorted to force, ‘Shortly efter the row got 
started the outcome looked bad for the few Mormons until one of their members, 
John L, Butler, began cracking the Missourians' skulls right and left with 
@ big clube ‘this row lasted but a few minutes, then the non-Mormons 
started for their guns and the Mormons returned to their homes, collected 
their families and hid them in a thicket of hazel bush until the following 
day while they remeined on guard. 

As en outcome of this local fight, rumors soon spread to the 
Mormon county of Caldwell that members of the sect had been killed at the 
election in Gallatin. Likewise stories of Mormon "killings," ete., began 
to spread rapidly throughout the non-Mormon counties of upper Missouri. 

In a git armed bodies of men began collecting in the vicinity of the 
Mormon eetvienenid outside of Caldwell County. Previous to the outbreak, 
the Mormons of Caldwell were organized into one regiment of stete militia, 
and when cna stant a the rescue of their brethren outside the county they 
considered themselves merely upholding the State peace against mob violence. 
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In a short time lawless bodies of men began buming houses and 
stealing property. After it was all over the Mormons accused the Missourians 
with the burnings and stealings on both sides. They claimed that the 
Missourians would take their property from their houses, burn them down, 
flee into the surrounding country and then accuse their Mormon neighbors. 
They maintained that such acts were done in order to excite the public to 
such a pitch that the Mormens would have to leave, thus enriching the old 
settlers with their improved lands, etc, On the other hend the Missourians 
maintained their innocence of the above crimes, end placed the blame on 
the Mormons. 

Eventually several thousend state militiamen were called out by 
the Governor. As they approached the Mormon town of Fer West they were 
joined by the local armed bodies of non=Mormons. <A truce was called and 
through the treachery of George M. Hinkle, the Mormon militia leader, the 
Mormon leaders were betrayed into the hends of the mob-militia. Among 
these prisoners were Rigdon and the Prophet, Although the Mormons have 
always denounced Hinkle for his treachery in delivering the Mormon leaders 
into the hends of General Lucas as "prisoners of war” when they thought 
they were going into their enemies* camp under a flag of truce for en inter- 
view, still it was perhaps for their own good. If there had been any delay 
in delivering up the leading Mormons there would very likely have been a 
wholesale massacre of men, women, and children in the town of Fer West 


as had already been enacted in the little settlement of Haunts Mi11.1 


lisunts Mill was a little Mormon settlement located about ten 

miles east of Far West. Without any warning they were rushed upon by 240 

militiamen who fired upon men, women, and children in the peaceful village. 

Seventeen were killed outright and twelve were severely wounded. The follow- 

ing paragraph illustrates the brutality and savagery of the murderers. 

"Esq. Thoas. McBride was an old soldier of the Kevolution. He was lying 
wounded and helpless, his gun by his side. A militia-men named Rogers came 
-up to him and demanded it. ‘Take it," said McBride. Rogers picked up the 

weapon, end finding that it was loaded, deliberately discharged in into 
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Lucas decided to make short work of the Mormon problem after he had 
their leaders in his power, ie called a court martial and they were sentenced 
to be shot the following morming on the public square of Far West. The order 
of the court martial was not carried ont due to’ the action taken by Brigadier- 
General Alexander W. Doniphan. fe openly denounced his superior's action as 
“sold blooded murder" and threatened to withdraw his troops if the verdict of 
the court martial was executed. Doniphen's action alarmed Lucas; the order 
of execution. was not. carried out. Neither was Doniphan ever brought to trial 
for his insubordination. 

Missouri prison life was none too pleasant but still it was better 
than execution. From Far West the prisoners were taken to Independence and 
later they were removed to Richmond where their examination before Judge King 
five others on charges of treason against the State, murder, burglary, arson, 
robbery, arid larseny; and they were committed to prison without bail. The 
following February Rigdon was released. + 

During the hearing before Judge King the following iteus’ of testimony 
were gathered from the enti=Mormons and the apostates. Its real value lies 
in throwing light upon the activity of Rigdon during the trouble between the 
Mormons and their neighbors rather than in fixing the blame upon him up upon 
any of the others whose names appear in the affidavits. Sampson Avard said that 
the old man's breat. He then cut and hacked the old veteran's body with a 
rude sword, or ‘corn knife’ until it was frightfully mangled. Wm. Reynolds, 

a Livingston man, killed the little boy; Sardius Smith, 10 years of agee ‘The 
lad bad run into the blacksmith shop and crawled under the bellows for safetyeee 
He described, with fiendish glee, sow the poor boy struggled in his dying agony, 
and justified his savage and inhuman conduct in killing a mere child by saying, 
‘Nits will make lice, and if he had lived he would have become a Mormon.'" 
(The Mormons ¢laim there was a general pillage, and that in two or three 
instances the bodies of the slain were robbede.) "One man carried away an 

empty ten gallon kegs. on his saddie and beat it as a drum.. Another had a 
women's bonnet, which he said was for his sweetheart. Perhaps a dogen horses 


were taken." See History of Caldwell Couty, pp. 148-51; lioberts, opecit., 
is usin * hia, vy Th 





















Me Bi there seems to be some confusion as to the exact date see, Roberts, 
ppe 521-22; Church History, a, Il, Noe 4, 265; from... 
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A part of the goods were brought to Far Jest, under the care of Captain 
Fearnought. On their arrival, President Rigdon and other shouted hosannas 
to the victory... About the time the dissenters fled, President Kigdon preached 
@ sermon from the text, "Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt hath 
lost its savor, wherewithal shall it be salted?"; sormmonly called the “salt 
sermon," in which the dissenters were called the sel which hed lost its savor, 
end they should be trampled upon and driven out by the Saints which was well 
understood by the Danites as a part of their duty to dot 


Part of Morris Phelps’ affidavit states that, 


Rigdon, in speaking of dissenters who were unwilling to fight mobs, 
Said, that they ought to be pitched upon horses with pitchforks and bayonets 
and forced into the front of the battle, and their property confiscated to 
the use of the army. (Hunt, p. 212.) | 


John Corrill stated that after Rigdon's Salt Sermon, 


there seemed considerable excitement among the people, and the dissent- 
ers left, as I advised them they were in danger..e. I heard him (Rigdon) say 
he would not suffer people to come into their streets and sbuse them, nor would 
not suffer vexatious law-suits.® (p. 213-15) 


| George Walter stated that he heard "Huntingdon and Dre Avard, and I 
think ur, Rigdon, say, that if ever the dissenters returned to Far West their 
heads should be the forfeit." (p. 219) 

The sisliehraiie militia leader, G. ile Henkle testified that, 


During the time of the last expedition to Davies, a portion of the 
troops returned to Far West, and was paraded on the square before Sidney 
Rigdon's house: Rigdon addressed. them in a cheering and encouraging manner 
in the course they hed been pursuing. A letter was sent fron Davies, from 
Joseph Smith, Jun., to Sidney Rigdon, which he had then in his hand, but said 
there was a profound secret in it. (P. 225) 


James C. Owens refers to the above mentioned letter and adds in his 
affidavit, : 


| I afterwards asked Sidney Rigdon to read it to me, which he did, and 
it was, as near as I can recollect, as follows:--'That the enemy was delivered 
into their hands, and that they need not fear; that this had been given to him 
_ by the spirit of prophecy, in the name of Jesus Christ.' Sidney Rigdon appear- 
ed to rejoice at the information, end give in to it. (P. 226) | 


| Kener Scovel refers to Rigdon's attitude towards apostates who had 


become "repeaters"; 


‘ lavard turned apostate. ‘he Mormons have always denied that their 
leaders had anything to do with organizing the "Denites" ond accuse Avard of 
its origin. | ‘chy | | bn 
 @¥hese references are to pages in liumt's Mormonism, where the material 
is quoted. It can also be found in U. S. Senate Records. 
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Soon after the time that Phelps and Williams were baptized... I heard 
Sidney Rigdon say, in Far West, that if Phelps or Williams apostatized again, 
or set up against the government or kingdom, the Lord would kill them in half 
an hour, or would put it into the hearts of his Saints to kill them. I know 
of no other violent measures except from runor. (P. 228) 


Most of the dissenters refer to Rigdon's "Salt Sermonse" Reed Peck 
adds to the statements which have already been given about it that "Mr. Rigdon 
Said, in the seme sermon, that he would assist toerect a gallows on the square 
end hang them (the dissenters) all." (PP, 233-37). 

As I have stated elsewhere in this thesis, W. W. Phelps had been high 
in the Mormon church affairs im Missouri before Kigdon and the Prophet made 
Far West their headquarters. His apostasy, excommunication, testimony against 
the Mormons, and later his re-baptism end fellowship among those whomhe had 
dene considerable injury, forms en interesting chapter in Mormon history. He 
later claimed that most of the following material which was given in his 
affidavit was false and was given under the pressure of threats and fears. 

1%: 
He was particularly hostile against Rigdon because the latter had replaced 
him as postmaster of lar West. There is little material in the affidavits 
that are not referred to in this paper which is not mentioned in the foregoing 
"Depositions" or in what shell follow from Phelps. Among other things he 
testified that, 

As early as April (1838) last at ea meeting in Far West, of eight or 
ten persons, Mr. Rigdon rose and made an address to them, in which he spoke 
of having berne persecutions, and law suits, and other privations, aud did not 
intend to bear them any longer; that they meant to resist the law; and if a 
sheriff came after them with writs, they would kill him; and if anybody opposed 
them they would take off their heads. George W. Harris’, who was present 
observed, ‘You mean the head of their influence, I suppose?! Rigdon answered, 
‘He meant that lump of flesh and bone called the skull, or scalp.' (Then 
referring to a period when actual hostilities had begun between the Mormons 
and the Missourians he continues:)..+. A motion was then made by Sidney Rigdon, 
that the blood of those who were thus backward should first be spilt in the 
streets of Far West. A few said ‘Amen’ to this, but imaediately, Joseph Smith, 
dune, before Rigdon's métion was put, rose and moved, ‘That they be taken out 


to Davies; end if they came to battle, they should be put on their horses with 
bayonets and pitch-forks, and put in front; this was passed without a dissenting 


voice. (Referring to an incident when the Prophet was not present he states: ) 


We all marched into the house; A guard was placed around the house, and at the 
door. Mr. Rigdon then commenced making covenants with uplifted hands: the 
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first was, that if any men attempted to move out of the county, or pack 
his things for that purpose, that any man then in the house seeing this, 
without saying anything to any other person, should kill him, and haul 
him aside into the brush; and thet all the burial he should have should 
be in a turkey-buzsard's guts,+«.: This ineasure was carried in the form 
ef a covenant, with uplifted hands. After the vote had pessed, he said, 
‘iow, see if any one dare vote against it,' and called for the negative 
Vote, and there was noneésee. Mr. Rigdon then observed, that the kingdom 
of heaven has to secrets; that yesterday a man had slipped nis wind, and 
was dragged into the hazel brush; ‘and,’ said he, ‘the man thet lisps it 
shall die.e's. Rigdon observed, that if the inhabitants in the surrounding 
country commenced burning houses in Caldwell, if they could not get clear 
of them in eny other way, they would poison thea off. (Pe 250-56)1 

Fortumately for both the Momnons and their immediate neighbors, 
all the extravagant threats made by Rigdon were not put into effect. His 
wild statements injured his own people more than his enemies. The Mormons 
were not ignorant of this fact, for six years later when he was excomauni-~ 
cated from the church the leading Elders used it as evidence ageinst him 
during the church trial. On that occasion, Orson Hyde openly declared 
to hundreds of assembled Mormons who had recently peen driven from 
Missouri: “Now I don't know of any men in this church thet has gone deeper 
into matters than he (Rigdon) did, in Far West, in his oration on the 
4th of July. He was the cause of our troubles in Missouri, and although 
Brother Joseph tried to restrain him, he would take his own courses” 

Before closing the account of Rigdon's career in Missouri there 
remains to be told his three and a half months imprisonment and his tempor- 
ary insanity which accompanied it. When the mobemilitia began gathering 
around Far West and open warfare began, Rigdon was in a high state of 
montal excitement. His old friend, Whitney, who had known him before he 
entered the Mormon Church and who was closely associated with him during 
his Mermon days, characterized him as being “alweys either in the bottom 
of the cellar or up in the garret window." dust before his delivery into 


#,, r 1 


lgee in the Appendix the statement made by John t Lee concerning 
an incident in Rigdon's life during the “Mormon War.” 
; @the Improvement Bra, III, Noe 8, 583. 
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the hands of General Lucas he was surely “in the garrett window.” The 
reaction to his rather prolonged state of mental and emotional excitenent 
came quickly. Two days in Lucas" camp threw hin violently “into the cellar." 

When the prisoners were placed in the wagon (Nove 2, 1838) 
preparatory to their departure for Independence, Rigdon was completely 
"eut of his head." Other factors enter the case besides the natural re- 
bound from the high plane of excitement on which he had been living. 
The shock of tho betrayal by Hinkle, and the physical suffering resulting 
from a night in his enemies camp exposed to inclement weather were contribue- 
ting factors to his derangement. Moreover, he was forced to listen to 
boasting guards relate their conquests in the Mormon town after the men 
hed been disarmed. Their vicious stories of plunder and revishment were 
not mistaken for idle tales by the formon prisoners; for they were acquainted 
with the brutalities and murders perpetrated at Haun's Mili the day before 
Hinkle betreyed them to Lucas. + 

Added to the foregoing elements was the fear for his personal 
pats. fhe hasty Court Martial had sentenced him to be shot with the 
other leading prisoners. From the meager accounts of that period Lt 
appears doubtful that Kigdon was gene. during the first period of his 
imprisonment. lyman fright, ons 97 rie fellow prisoners, later wrote 
thet "when the brethren were taken before the militia-mob.e. Sidney Higdon, 
who was of a delicate constitution, received a slight shock of apoplectic 
fits, which excited great laughter and much ridicuie in the guard and 


mobemilitia."@ 





la few years later Rigdon referred to his state of body and mind 

at the time of his imprisonment. He said "Being teken sick at the early 
state of the trial, I had not the opportunity of hearing but a smal 1 pant 
of the testimony when it was delivered." lie also declered that the part 
which he dia hear “did not contain one single point but was misrepresented; 
each witness swore falsely." He also testified in court that during his 
imprisonment he became acquainted with a plot in which the Missourian 
participants intended to ravish rs. Joseph Smith, his wife, end daughter. 
He prevented the crime by secretly sending a message of warning to the 

women. See Times and Seasons, IV, 269-78. 
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As I have already outlined the events, Rigdon and his fellow 
prisoners were taken from Far West to Independence where the curious 
public wes given ean exhibition of the Mormon leaders, and efter a few 
days they were taken to Richnond under heavy guard, At this plece a 
hearing was grented, Most of the prisoners by now were released, but 
Rigdon, the Prophet, and several others were sent to Liberty for imprison- 
ment until the State saw fit to try then for “treason, murder, burglary, 
arson, robbery and larceny." Pratt, asother fellow prisoner at that time, 
later recorded their experiences and incidentally tells the reader of 
Rigdon's condition: 


It was a very severe time of snow and winter weather, and we 
suffered much. Dpring this time Elder Rigdon was taken very sick, from 
hardship and exeosure, and finally lost his reason; but still he was kept 
‘in a miserable, noisy, and cold room, and compelled to sleep on the floor 
with a chain and padlocked round his ankle, and fastened to six others, 
Here he endured the constant noise and confusion of an unruly guardess, they 
‘recounted for hours obscene jests, the horrid oaths, and dreadful blasphemieses> 
(they told)». to each other their deeds of rapine, murder, robbery, etcees 

among the Mormons while at. Far West and vicinity. They even boasted of 
defiling by force wives, daughters and virgins, and of shooting or dashing 
out the brains of men, women and childrens». While he lay in this situation 
his sc.‘~inelaw, George We. Robinsen, the only male menber of his family, 
was chelned by his sides Thus Mrs. Rigdon and her daughters were left 
entirely destitute and unprotectedeese Mrs. Robinson with her little infant, 
came down to see her husband, and to comfort and take care of her father 
in his cickmess, When she first entered the room, amid the clank of 
chains end the rattle of weapons, and cast her eyes on her sick and de~ 
jected parentese. she was speechless... This faithful lady, with her little 
infant, continved by the side of her father till he recovered from his 
sickness, end till his fevered and disordered mind resumed its wonted 
powers, + A 


duis how much time passed before Rigdon's "fevered and disordered 
mind resumed its wonted powers” the various records of that period do not 
inform the reader. 
man's When he was released on bail the following February it must have 
been a relief to the other prisoners, for at his best he was sick both. 
physically and mentally, but at no time did he bear his sufferings 


‘heroically. Ue repeatedly shocked his companions by saying “that the 


\ ‘ re i\ " } 
Thutobiography of Parley Pe Pratt, ppe 228-29, } 
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sufferings of gesus Christ were a fool to his." 

None of the Mormon prisoners were executed. Some of then escaped 
and others were released on bail, they were an embarrassment to the State 
officials. Public opinion in Northwestern Missouri was decidedly against 
them, yet to have legally and orderly proceeded against the Mormon leaders 
would have involved mapy native Missouriens in the very crimes which were 
charged against the Mormons, ‘doreover, various newspapers begen to critic= 
ize the action taken by the Governor and his Generals, 

If the State prosecutors had been in earnest, they would never 
have permitted Rigdon te be released on bail, He was recognized as the 
second highest official in the church, Wo man in the Mormon group had 
been so determined to "fight it out" as he. Yet Rigdon was released on 
bail waile less important liormon prisoners remained in Missouri jails for 
several more months. His own account of his release fittirgly closes 

his experiences in Missouri, and it also reveals the precaution which was 
necessary for his safety from the hostile inhabitants of the county even 
though he was fracd by “due process of law"; 


The trial lasted for a long time, the result of which I was 
ordered to be discharged from prison and the rest remanded back but I was 
told by those who professed to be my friends that it would not do for me 
to go out of jail at thattime, as the mob were watching and would most 
certainly take my life... ‘It was some ten days after this before I dared 
leave the dail.. My wife came to the jail to accompany me... Just at 
dark the sheriff and jailer game to the mail with our supperes. I whispered 
to the jailer to blow out all the candles but one, and step away from the 
door with that one... The sheriff then took me by the arm and an apparent 
scuffle ensued, so mich so that those who were watehing did not know who 
it was the sheriff was scuffling with. The sheriff kept pushing me towards 
the door, and I apparently resisting until we reached the door, which was 
quickly opened and we both reached the street. He took me by the hand and 
bade me farewell... After I had gone probably one hundred rods, I heard 
some person coming after me in haste. The thought struck me in a moment 
that the mob was after mee I drew a pistol and cocked it, determined 
not to be taken alive... ‘ihen the persone. spoke I knew his voice, and he 
speedily came to meses. After I had gone about three miles, my wife over- 
took me in a carriage, into which “ got, and we rode all night. It was an 
open carriage, and in the month of February, 1839,... From thence I made 
my way to Illinois, wiere 1 now am. My wife after I left her went directly 
to Far West and got the family under way, and all unexpectedly met me at 
Tenny's Grove, 





, Til, No. 4, 405-404, 
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CHAPTER VI 
SIDNEY RIG DON---THE POSTMAS 
_ GHAUVOO PERIOD, 1039-1844) Rie 
After Rigdon, the “Prophet,” and the other leading Mormons 
were betrayed into the hands of General Lucas, the Mormons wie forced 
to submit to the following terms: 


1) Te give up their leaders to be tried end punished. 
2) To make an appropriation of their property, all who have 


taken up arms, to the payment of their debts and indemnity for damage 


done by theme 
3) That the balance should leave the State, and be protected 
out by the militia, but be permitted to remsin under protection until 
further orders were received by the commander-in-chie?, 
4) To give up the arns of every description, to be receipted 
for, | 
General Lucas felt that he wes not going beyond the bounds of public 
sentiment or official authority. That section of the country wes already 
armed against the Mormons, and the Governor of the State had sent written 
instructions to either "drive them from the State or exterminate them.“ 
Deprived of their weapons, separated from their leaders and 
surrounded by hostile and desperste men, there was but one course for 
the Mormons to follow--namely, leave the State en masse. They were al~ 
ready on the outskirts of western civilization so they turned eastward. 
On April 20, 1839, the last of the Mormons left Far West, and by the end 
of the month but few were to be found anywhere within the State of Mis- 
sourie Most of them were either scattered through the southeastern part 
of Iowa or concentrated within the vicinity of Quincy, Illinois. 


Between twelve and fifteen thousend Mormons were driven from 





ee Linn, ‘The Story of the Mormons, p> 208; Church iistory, 
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the State of Missouri. P. P. Pratt, estimated the loss of life “between 


‘three end four hundred," ° General, Clark revorted that “absut forty") had 


been killed, "and several woundedi™ Pratt's estimate is doubtless too 


high oven if it is intended to include all the aged and sick who ere 


' hastened ‘to their vraves from insuffieient food and improper shelter. 


On the other ‘hand, Clark's estinate ig far too low. Besides the loss of 


Wlife referred té above, the Mormons clsimed » property loss of $2 3000, 000 


not ey ie the $50,000 séent by the Prophet for Lewyer's fees<-<" from which 


ti he derived little Help." 


When cet, pe te wos relossea, soo his ple of three and one= 


Half moxths, he used all the haste and pbdenu¥ton at his cownan din leaving 
by ey oka When he arrived ae Quincy, in Februery, he found a large nuaber 
“ot Morwion tse gga had already gathered there from Western Vissourl under the 


“gapeble headership of Brigham Youmz. ‘The people of Illihois were very synpa- 


thetic toward those strange religionists who flocked to their State in the 


early spring of 1839. 


Several fectors were conducive to the Mormon's being welconed 


“into Tllincis. Their poverty and tenporary sufferings aroused humanitarian 
impulses enong the ‘better citizens. Local societies volunteered aid; clothing, 
“food, and shelter were provided in many instances, Another factor, to the 
“ Moriton's adventage, was the general enimosity which existed between Tllinois 


end Missouri at that period. About tis time, also, the newspapers throughe- 


out the country condemned the high-handed tactios employed by Governor Boggs 


end his followers. However, one does not have to proceed fer with one's 


dnvestigation of the situation to discover that the political and economic 
~‘gonditions of the State of Illinois largely account for the genuine welcome 


extended to ‘the Mormon refugees. 
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The State was over-burdened with taxes, and decidedly under- 
populated. Repeated bank failures had become a common occurrence in 
various sections of the State. Thomas Ford, who was elected Governor in 
1842, was well acquainted with the true situation which he wrote his History 
of Illinois. This book was written between his retirement from office in 
1844, and his death in 1850. <A few sentences from his book help to explain 
why the Mormons were so welcomes 

No further attempt was made after July, 1041, to pay interest on 
the public debt. For want of full imowledge of her sondition abroad, and of 
the condition of other new States, in a short time Illinois.., became a stench 
in the nostrils of the civilized world. The people at home began to wake up 
in terror; the people abroad who wished to settle in a new country, avoided 
Illinois as they would pestilence and famine... The terrors of high taxation 
were before all eyes, both at home and abroad. Every one at home wanted to 
sell his property and move away, and but few, either st home or abroad, wanted 
to purchase. The impossibility of selling, kept us from losing population; 
and the fear of disgrace or high taxes, prevented us from geining materially 
ees When I came into office in 1842 I estimated that the good money in the 
State in the hands of the people, did not exceed one year's interest on the 
public debt.+ | 

Twelve thousand imaigrants with an excellent record for thirft and 
industry were welcome to such an environment even though they were temporarily 
poverty-ridden. It required little far-sightedness to see that within a short 
time they would carry their shere of the heavy burden of texes and control the 
ballot wherever they resided, It is a significant fact that the locel Democratic 
Comaittee of Quincy was very active in supplying food, clothing, and shelter to 
the new comers. The “higs were also active, and through their press they reminded 
the Mormons that they had been driven from Missouri under the direction of a 
Benocratic Governor. 

Upon Rigdon's arrival in Illinois, he becane very active in be- 
half of his chureh. In spite of nis ill health and poverty he was able to 


visit and communicate with Governors end leading statesmen in various sections 


of the country. He believed that the State of Missouri could be impeached 





Igov, Thomas Ford, History of Illinois, pps 222-23. 
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on the ground that she had abdicted republican government. Rigdon thought 
that, by, appealing to the various governors end state legislatures of the Union, 
“pressure could be brought to bear upon the Federal Government, forcing it to 
‘punish the State of ilissouri for driving American citizens from their borders. 
His efforts for relief in this direction were not without encourage- 
ment, He was invited to speek before political asseublies in Quincy, end after 
his. rehersal of Mormon troubles the local comaittees renewed their measures 
of relief; citizens from distent sections of the state also contributed. 
The Prophet seemed to doubt, Kigdon's loyalty or his willingness to. 
help him, for about this time he wrote from his prison in Missouri: "We feel 
to inquire after, Elder Rigdon: If he has not forgotten us, it has not been 
signified to us by his writing.“+ A few weeks later Rigdon wrote the following 
to the Prophet, which may have been reassurings 


In the midst of a crowd of business, I haste to send a few . lineseese 
‘We wish you to know that our friendship is unabating, end our exertions for your 
delivery, and that of the church, unceasing. For this purpose we have labored 
to secure the friendship of the Governor of the Stete, with all the principal 
men in this, places .In this we have succeeded beyond our highest anticipations. 
Governor Carlin assured us last evening, that he would lay ou* case before the 
Legislature of this State, end have the aetion of that body upon its and he 
would use all his influence to havean action which should be favorable to our 
people. He is also getting papers prepared Signed by all the noted men in 
this part of the country, to give us a favorable reception at Washington, 
whither we shall repair forthwith, after having visited the Governor of Iowa, 
“of whose friendship we have the strongest testimonies... Our plan of operation 
is to impeach the State of Missouri on an item of the Constitution of the 
United States; that the general ‘govertiment shall give to each state a Republican 
form of government... Governor Carlin and his lady enter with all the enthusiasm 
of their natures into this work, having no @-ubt but that we can accomplish 
this object. Our plan of operation in this wrk is to get all the governors, 
in their next messages, to have the subject brought before the legislatures; 
and we will have a man at the capital of each stete to furnish them with the 
testimony on the subject; end we design to be at Weshington to wait upon 
Cohngress,* and have’ the action of that body on it also; all this going on et 
the same apne and have the action of the whole during one sessionse.% 
On the same date that Rigdon wrasse the above letter (April 10, 1839), 
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President Rigdon is wielding a mighty shaft against the whole host 
of foul calumiators and mobocrats of Missouri. Yesterday he spent a part of 
the day with Governor Carlin of this *tate..e. He (Carlin) also solicited our 
people, one and all, to settle in this state, and if there could be a tract 
of country that would suit our convenience, he would use his influence for 
Congress to make a grant of it to us, to redress our wrongs, and make up our 
lesses. 

Various attempts were made both in dowa and in Illinois to sell large 
tracts of land to the Mormons. However, little was done elong these lines 
until Joseph Smith and his companions escaped from Missouri. This took place 
three months after Rigdon's release.“ Within a few days after his arrival in 
Illinois, the Prophet made arrangements for the permanent settlenent of his 
followers. He had no desire to move further East. On May 1, 1839, he purchased 
two large farms from Hugh White and Isaac Galland et Commerce, Illinois, On 
dune 24, (1839) the Church purchased the towm of Nashville, in Lee County, Iowa, 
and twenty thousand acres of land adjoining it. About this time another large 
tract was purchased opposite Comnerce, Illinois--on the Iowa side of the river, 
West of Montrose. Little money exchanged hands when the Mormons took over 
these large tracts of lend. ‘Some of it was obtained for two dollars per acre 
with long periods of time allowed to meet the payments on the notese® In 
some cases these notes were non-interest bearing. Higdon, the Prophet, and 
Hyrum Smith were the chief agents of the church in these various transactions. 


Whenever conditions appeared least encouraging, the Prophet usually 


renewed the missionary activities of his Elders. He was not out of wison 





lyistory of the Church, ITI, 312; also, Improvement lira, III, 267. 

dyrum Smith gives the following account ns their "escape": (Ibid, 
pe 321) “We bought a jug of whisky, with which we treated the company (their 
guards), and while there the sheriff showed us the mittimus before referred to, 
without date or signatures... said he, I shall take a good drink of grog, and 
go to bed, and you may do as you have a mind toes. Two of us mounted the 
horseses..and we took our ohange of venue for the State of Illinois; (Their own 
guards sold horses to them)." 

 ‘SLinn (p.224) writes: “Hotchkiss accepted for his land two notes signed 
mith atid his brother, Hyrum, ead Rigdon, one payable in ten, and the other 

in twenty years. Galland took notes and, sometime later... the Mormons sands 
in Missouri, tin payment for the whole amount...to the amount of §80,000.'" 
Also, see Times and Seasons, II, 275. 
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three weeks before he sent several of his strongest helpers to Mmgland. All 
of these missionaries were poor, and most of them left their femilies scattered 
along the Mississippi River banks, hardly knowing where their next meal would 
come from . Missionaries were sent also to the Pacific Islands, while others 
continued to proselyte throughout America and Cenada, For several months after 
the Mormons were driven from Missouri the press in various sections of the country 
continued to express sympathy for the wdisidiadliie Thus the Mormon Elder found 
people ready to listen to his Missouri experiences even though they were not 
interested in Mormonism as a religions 

fhe Prophet had faith in Rigdon's scheme to "Impeach the State of 
Missouri on an item of the Constitution of the United States, that the 
general government shall give to each State a republican form of governnent." 
On May 4@5, (1839) a conference was held on the Presbyterian camp ground near 
Quincy, Illinois. At that time it was decided “to send Sidney Rigdon as a 
delegate to Washington, & C., to lay the grievances of the Saints before the 
General government." Rigdon was already armed with a letter from Covernor 
Lucas of Iowa which cordially introduced "Dr. Sidney Rigdon" to Governor Shannon 
of Ohio and to President Martin Van Buren. Later he was supplied with another 
letter of recommendation to the President of the United States, which was 
signed by Governor Carlin of Illinois, United States Senator Young, County 
Clerk Wren, and by leading business men of Quincy. These men described “the 
Reverend Sidney Rigdon" as “a man of piety and a valuable citizens 

Spurred on by the confidence which was expressed by fellow Mormons, 
and by the sympathy of influentiel non-Mormons in various sections of the 
country, Rigdon made considerable demonstrations of preparing for a trip to 

Washington where he was expected to bring about the punishment of Missouri. 


cn nn IEInRA ENE Innannnntnsnemenneeedmenaemieemmmen 


lgee Linn, The Story of the Mormons, pe 221; also, Journal of History, 
III, Wo. 4, 401-06. 
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He wrote letters to men of recognized political importance and leadership, and 
frequently he received answers. Land salesmen and hopeful politicians continued 
to call at his residence, and thus weeks passed into months and still Missouri 
remained unpunished. And when he was urged to depart, he protested i11 health. 
At last (October 29, 1839) he was prevailed upon to begin the journey. He was 
accompanied by Drs Foster, who was supposed to keep him in good health, the 
Prophet, Judge Higbee, and 0.Pe Rockwell, The latter was an expert marksman 
and usually served the Prophet as his personal bodyguard, 

Rigdon and his associates went by way of Springfield where they 
received further information and advice from State officials concerning the most 
effective procedure to follow in Washington. After this short delay they 
started due east for the Netional Capital. Kigdon was apparently quite sick, 
end the poor roads made it impossible for him to regain his health while en 
route. The appointed day for their hearing drew near end they were still far 
from Washington, so the Prophet and Judge Higbee hurried on to their destination 
leaving the others in Pennsylveniae* 

{he Mormon mission to Washington was a failure. Doubtless it would 
not have been a great success no matter wio had plead the Mormon cause before 
the Federal leaders. But perhaps Rigdon would have impressed his listeners 
more favorably than the Mormon Prophet did. In past years he had enjoyed the 
intimate association of such men as the two Campbells, and in recent months he 
had interviewed the leading politicians of the West. Through experience and 
education, and the general advantages which come with age and maturity, he would 
have made a better delegate than Joseph Smith. The very fact that the latter 
claimed to be a Propet end a divinely inspired man would have prejudiced such 
men as Ven Buren, Calhoun, and Clay. ‘The Prophet has recorded that he was 


treated “insolently" by the national leaders and thet "On my way home I did 


lrigdon may have gone on to Washington before he returned to Nauvoo. 
The records are a bit confusing. See Reorganized L.D.S. Church History, Ii, 402. 
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not fail to procleim the iniquity and insolence of Martin Van Buren towards 
myself end injured people which will have its effect upon the public minde” 

Fron various hints which appear in the Prophet's journal, it appears 
that he always condemed Rigdon for not going to Washington immediately after 
his appointment. And from this period onward Rigdon and the Prophet began to 
drift apart. He continues to be called "President Rigdon,” the first Counselor 
to the Prophet Joseph; and from a careless reading of the records one might 
think that he was even gaining in leadership, fer in the Times and Seasons 
(June 1, 1841) there appears the announcement that "Sidney Rigdon has been 
ordained a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator." There was little left, after the 
above announcement, that could be added to his official church titles. However, 
the events which follow show that the greater pert of his titles were quite empty 
of recognized leadership sand influence. Higdon had comparatively little to do 
with the building of the new city at Commerce. He was crowded out of the 
Prophet's confidence by Hyrum Smith and the young Apostles who were sending 
converts by the hundreds from England. 

Events move swiftly in Mormon history between the escape of the 
Prophet from Missouri and the date of his murder in Illinois (April 16, 1839-- 
June 27, 1844). In May (1839) the Mormons made their first purchase of lmd 
at the village of "Commerce," Illinois. The following month a Mormon by the 
name of Theodore Turley built a house at that location. On April 2l, 1840, the 
name “Commerce” was changed to “Nauvoo,” the Prophet claiming thet the latter 
was a ilebrew word signifying "The Beautiful." In spite of the maleria and 
cholera which attacked the new settlers, Nauvoo had a population of approximately 
15,000 st the tine of the Prophet's decth, At thet time a temple was almost 
cinidhed wiiah ‘was valued at $1,000,000, and various industries were being 
rapidy developed in the citys 

Spa iWed! wnich the Mormon historien calls “a city-state” and which the 
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Governor of the State called "a government within a government" could boast of 
the most amazingly liberal charter ever granted to a city within the United 
States, It had the right to enact any law not in conflict with those of the 
Stete or of the United Stetes; and a writ of habeas corpus might be issued in 
all cases arising under city ordinance. The Mormons were also granted charters 
for the founding of "Nauvoo University,"! and the “Nauvoo Legion, "@ 

In less than three years the Mormons became a power of importance in 
their section of Illinois. They completely controlled the political situation 
in Hancock County, and in adjoining districts the party which Gowld win their 
support usually elected their ohn ddabeis The Mormons did not follow party 
lines, but shifted their party allegiance from time to time according to the 


pre-election promises of the candidates. Thus, regardless who won in the 





elections, the Mo non’ were certain to have strong enemies; for every defeated 
gendidate locked upon them as his enemy. in the presidential election of 1844, 
the Mormons were cissatisfied with ell the presidential timber, so they 
advertized their protest by nominating Joseph Smith for president and Sidney 
Rigdon for vice=-president.5 Before the election ovecurred, however, Joseph Smith 
wes murdered end Sidney Rigdon was excomumicated from the Mormon Church. 
During the Nauvoo period Rigdon was elected to the first City Coweil; 


lester he becene Postmaster; there is some evidence that he practiced law;* and 





4Rigdon was given title of "Professor of Church History." 
- £917 the mele members between the ages of 16 and 40 were enrolled. 


‘Joseph Smith was Lieutenant General. ~ | 


SIt appears that the Prophet accepted Rigdon as a running mate for 
office after more desirable men failed him. At first he hoped that JeHe 
Bennett of New York would run, and then Col. Solomon Copeland of Tenns was 
invited to accept the honor. History of the Church, VI, 2443248. 
pala i sy (baal 4T cannot find where gdon was ednitted to the State bar. He and 
the Prophet began the study of lew under their attorney, Atchison, during the 
Wissouri troubles. The records (Ibid., p. 357) show that he and a Mr. Styles 





were Counsel for Joseph Smith at Nauvoo. In the Times and Seasons, li, 374, 


there is a legal notice to which the following is apvendeds Sidney Rigdon, 
Attorney for Ruggles & Chase." In spite of this he may not have been a member 


‘of the State Bar. 
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he was given the position of “Professor of Church History" in the University 

of Nauvoo. Om specidl occasions he was chosen to give orations, but the 
records do not show that he was an intimate counselor and friend to the Prophet. 
In fact the Prophet tried repeatedly to rid himself of Rigdon after the latter 
feiled to plead the Mormon cause at Washingtone 

At the conference of the Church held in Nauvoo, October 7, 1643, the 
Prophet rejected Rigdon as a Counselor, complaining thet he had not been of any 
aid to him since the Missouri troubles. He accused Rigdon with the detention 
of valuable mail which was meant for himself, end complained of Nigdon's methods 
of operating the Post Office.’ At thet time he also accused him of “leaguing 
with dishonest persons in endeavoring to defraud the innocent, and correspond= 
ing with his enemies--John C. Bennett? end ex-Governor Carlin. 

But Rigdon was still a man to be reckoned with. 4e determined to hold 
his officiel position in name whether he held any power in fact or not. The 
next day he humbly denied the public charges made against his honesty and 
loyalty. He advanced » sick man's plea for his general inactivity during the 
past four years; he reminded the people of his circumstances when he fled from 


Missouri, end “He closed with a moving appeal to President Joseph Smith, concern- 





loohn C. Bennett was an important person in Mormon history yet he was 
associated with then but a short time. Bancroft was well described in the follow- 
ing sentences the men and his activities: "He is a yankee huckster of the first 
elass, only for his merchandise, instead of patent clocks and woden nutmegs, 
he offers for sale theology, medicine, and a general assortment of political 
and military wares. The thing is a fraud, and before long he openly announces 
himself as suche As his manhood is far inferior to his duplicity, so his name 
~~the Keverend General John C. Bennett, De, UsSeAs, president, chancellor, 
and master in chencery--as we may observe, is subordinate to his titles. He 
hes ability, he has brains end fingers; but he has no soul. He comes to Joseph 
and says, ‘Heil, master {* and worships ham He professes all that the Mormons 
profess, and mores he does all that the Mormons do, and more. So the Prophet 
makes him general of his legion, mayor of the city, chencellor of the university, 
not to mention his funetions as attorney, doctor, and privy comsellor. All 
this is done with quick despatch; and the result is that the great man soon tires 
of his greatness, or thinks to become yet greater by. Wrnane renegade, and 
writing a book against his late friends end associates." History of Utah, 
ppe 149-50. 
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ing their former friendship, associations, end sufferings; and expressedhis 
willingness to resign his place, though with sorrowful and indeseribeble 
feelings." (The conference reporter addss "During this eddress, the sympathies 
of the congregation were highly excited. "+ Almon Babbit, William Law, and 
Hyrun Smith, the Prophet's brother and noe tit-unte 4 counselor, spoke in defense 
of Rigdon; and their statements coupled with Rigdon's oratory moved the people 
to sustain him in his position in direct opposition to the Prophet's wishes. 
The Prophet outwardly conceded to the demands of his followers, but he is report- 
ed to have said to his friends: "I have thrown him off my shoulders, and you 
have put him on me; you may carry him, but I will not." This figure of speech 
may heve meent more to its author then to any one elae, for in 1837 he carried 
Rigdon on his back through some swamps at se time when 6 mob was after thems 
Im his prime, he (Rigdon) weighed about two hundred pounds; on more than one 
occasion the Prophet found him to be a heavy burden both figuratively and 
Litersllys? 

fter this critical storm had passed, Rigdon became active again for 
few months. ‘The records show thet he debated with a Millerite in January 
(1844), and in the same month he wrote a lengthy appeal to the legislature of 
his native state, Pennsylvania, calling their attention to Missouri's treatment 
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\yuprovement Era, III, Woe 5, 358, and Times and Seasons, IV, 330. 
rovenent tra, III, Noe 2, 106. It is doubtful that a deep feeling 
of intimate comradeship ever existed between Sidney Kigdon and Joseph Smith. 
The Prophet was ective and enjoyed to wrestle and compete with his Elders. 
Rigdon ofttimes carried an air of assumed dignity or melencholy with him, At 
an early period after their first meeting ‘Nov. 19, 1833), the Prophet wrote 
the following in his journal: "I have learned in my travels that man is 
treacherous and selfish, but few excepted. Brother Sidney is a man whom I 
love, but is not capable of that pure and steadfast love for those who are his 
benefactors, as should possess the breast of a president of the Church of Christ 
eee fle is a man whom God will uphold, if he will continue feithful to his 
calling. © God, grant thet he may, for the Lord's sake. Amen... And again, 
blessed be Brother Sidney, also, notwithstanding he shall be high and lifted 
up, yet he shall bow down wider the yoke like unto an ass that croucheth 
beneath his burthen, that learneth his master's will by the stroke of the rod; 
thus saith the Lords..." ; 
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of the Mormans.. This wes the lest article of importance that he wrote for the 
Mormon Church and although it stressed the sensational aspects of the Mormon 
history in Missovri it is one of the best papers that has been written on the 
subject from the Mormon point of view. And, so Sar as the writer has been 
able to identify Rigdon's contributions to Mormon literature, it appears to be 
one of the best articles he ever wrote. In his attempt to regain his former 
prestige he appeared at the April Conference (1844) and began his sermon as 
follows: 

It is with no ordinary degres of satisfaction I enjoy this privilege 
this morning. Want of health end other circumstances have kept me in silence 
for nearly the last five years. It can hardly be expected that when the 
violence of sickness has used its influence, and the seeds of disease have #0 
long preyed upon me, that I can rise before this congregation, only in weakness. 
i now come forth from a bed of sickness, and have enough of strength left to 
appear here for the first time in my true character. I have not come before 
a conference for the last five years in my true charecter. I shall consider 
this important privilege secred in my family history during life.l 

He slso testified that the Mormon Church was true and that he had 
*eazed in visions on the glory of God in days gone by.” Other speakers who 
followed him referred to him as ow “venerable patriarch” or “our aged com= 
panion™ yet he was only fifty-one years old and had thirty-two years longer 
to live. 

Two months later (Jue 1844) mobs began to collect in the vicinity 
of Nauvoo. It looked as though the Mormons would have to use their well-trained 
legion for purposes other then parading. In the face of the appraoching storm 
Rigdon desided to return to Pittsburg with his family and build up the Church 
in that center and the ‘rophet seemed glad to have him go. Three years before, 


Rigdon had desired to leave Nauvoo and return to Pitisburge On that occasion 


the Prophet had a revelation wiich said in parts 





“Inuprovement kra, Iii, No. 6, 459. 
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And again, verily I say unto you, if my servant Sidmey will serve me, 
and be counselor unto my servant Josephees I, the Lord, will heal him... and 
he shell be a spokesman before my face. Let him come end locate his femily 
in the neighborhood in which my servant Joseph resides... let him assist my 
servant Josephes.e Behold, it is not my will that he shall seek to find safety 
and refuge out of the city which I have appointed unto you, even the city of 
Nauvooeset | 

In 1841 the Prophet did not want Rigdon to depart for Pittsburg, but 
jn dume of 1844 he did not attempt to prevent him, lLleter his friends reported 
that he said upon Rigdon's departures "Poor Rigdon, I am glad he is gone to 
Pittsburg out of the way; were he to preside he would lead the Church to 
destruction in less than five yearse"* Many factors contributed to the 
estrangement of the two Mormon leaders during this short interval of time. The 
letters and the reported conversations of the Prophet show thet he distrusted 
Rigdon much of the time during his last three years. The following items 
operated to Rigdon's disadventage: His sickness which resulted from his 
Missouri imprisonment; the success of the younger men in bringing converts to 
Nauvoo tended to cast nis work into the shadows; many blaned him for much of 
the Missouri troubles; and jealousies arose over his appointaent to the 
office of Postmaster. Moreover, although the records are not explicit on the 
subject, the writer believes that Rigdon and the Prophet never did agree on the 
question of polygemy. ‘Some authors in their attempt to prove that tigdn wan 
the real founder of Morm onism end the author of its revelations, have maintained 
that he originated the "spiritual wifeism" spoken of by anti-Mormons, or the 
"plurality of wives" and "celestial marriage” mentioned by the Mormons. 

Long before the Nauvoo period, the Mormons were accused of practicing 
polygamy, but they always denied the charges. However, during the last few 


years of the Prophet's life he secretly married many wmen and instructed his 











,Dootrine and Covenants, Sec. 124; 103-110. 
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-132~ 
leading men to do likewise.! ‘there has never been any evidence produced 
that Rigdon ever acdepted this teaching of Joseph Smith as being divine. 
He later denoumced it and claimed that its introduction was the chief cause 


of the Prophet's death. 
Se Many years later his son, John Rigdon, who was fourteen years of 


\, age at the time of his father's renoval from Neuvoo, testified that the 
Prophet once ettempted to marry his sister, Nancy; but she rejected his proposal 


because he already had a wife. Part of John Rigdon's testimony follows: 

Joseph, the Prophet, at the city of Nauvoo, Illinois, sometime in 
the latter part of the year 1843, or the first part of the year 1844, made a 
proposition to my sister, Nancy Rigdon, to become his wife. I+ happened in | 
this way... Nancy flatly refused him, saying if she ever got married she would 
marry a single man or none at all, and thereupon took her bonnett and went | 
home, leaving Josepn at the old lady's house. Nancy told fathor and mother 
of it. The story got out and it became the talk of the town that she refused 
him. A few days after the occurrence Joseph Smith came to my father's house 
and talked the matter over with the family, my sister, Mrs. Athalia Robinson 
also being present, who is still alive. The feelings manifested by our family 
on this occasion were anything but brotherly or sisterly, more especially on 
the part of Nancy, es she felt that she had been insulted. A day or two 
later Joseph Smith returned to my father's house, when matters were satisfact~ 
orily adjusted between them, and there the matter ended.@ 


Wancy Rigdon's attitude towards polygamy was very likely the reflect- 
ion of her father's private teaching on the subjecte Rigdon had gone too fer 
with the Prophet to break openly with him even on a question so serious, One 
by one the "twelve apostles," Hyrum Smith, and other leading Elders, married 
several wives apiece; but Rigdon did not foblow his official head in this res= 
pect. Disagreement over a question which is generally considered as being 


fundamental and vital to the morals and stability of society could not be 





-» os 9 *fhe Re-Organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints claims 
to be the true followers of Joseph Smith. They have always stoutly denied 
that he ever practiced polygemy. However, there is too much evidence against 


this’ stand to discuss it in this paper. See Shook, True Origin of Mormon 


Polygamy 

Shook, The True Origin of Mormon Polygemy, p»70.e I think thet the 
Prophet must have proposed marriage to Neney Rigdon before the date given above 
by her brother. At the church conference in Sept. 1842, Rigdon related a mir- 
acle which happened at the death of his young daughter, Elizabeth, a short 
time before. The doctors declared the child dea@; afterwards she returned to 
life and told her sister, Nancy, “It is in your heart to deny this work, and 
if you do, the Lord says it will be the damnation of yoursoul." after dew 
v ¢ the messaz » child made hor "Pine denowinee Hoe 
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-133~ 
"satisfactorily adjusted” within'a few days. In such a situation one party 
of the other must whole-heartedly accept the views of the oth r if unity is 
to vontinue; there can be Yo odiipromise, It would have been impossible for 
the Prophet to take Rigdonts stand even though he had had a desire to do $03 
for he already had several wives whom he had married secretly, On the other 
hand Rigdon appsrently refused to accept as divine revelation, Joseph Smith's 
teaching on ‘polygamy. ae a 
Thus nine days before Joseph Smith wags murdered at Carthage, Illinois, 

he and Sidney Rigdon separated. From outward appearances they were still ine 
timate associates, and Rigdon was merely going to Pittsburg to direct Mormon 
affairs in that section of the country. But one cannot help believing that 
if the Prophet's life had been spared, Rigdon wut have definitely broken 
whch him after he bec he firmly established at Pittsburg. For fourteen years 
these two men had been closely allied in the establishment of a new religious 
systen. Through their leadership thousends of people were influenced to their 
ways of thinking and living. Ine minor way they had affected the history 
of at least two states in the Union, and one hesitates to forecast the ultimate 
rgeatte of the movenent which they helped to create and start on its waye 

| At the time of their separation serious storm clouds were gathere 
ing around Nauvoo. The Prophet began selecting scouts to go west to "Cale 
ifornia” and "The Oregon Country" to search out a place where the Mormons 
might build a city to suit their own fancy, pass laws to their own liking, 
and worship in their own peculiar way. As the storm gathered, Joseph Smith 
hesitated as to which course to take. If he fled to the unsettled districts 
of Wisconsin or to the great west, he knew that his people would: follow hime 
He crossed the seh bcd bas wh a few tried friends, but « letter from his 
wife (mma) accusing him of fleeing from his people in time of danger caused 


him to return and face his enemies for the last time. 
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The day before the Prophet and his brother, Hyrum, were killed 
(June 27, 1844) Sidney Rigdon arrived in Pittsburg. Brigham Younz and 
several other leading Widers were performing missionary work in the Bastern 
Stetes and in Fnglend. When the news spread that the Mormon Provhet ard 
his brother were murdered by dome of their noneMormon neighbors, most of 
the leading Elders hastened to Nauvoo. Several became agressive contenders 
for the Church leadership; all were anxious to have the question of succession 
settled at —F Among them Rigden had claims and embitions which had to be 


reckoned withe 
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CHAPTER VII 


STONEY RIGDON~——(ORMON ‘RXCOMMUNIC ANT 


Some have attributed Joseph Smith's suceess, in part, to his practice 
of keeping his mosteggresive and capable men awey from his headquarterse 
Brigham Young, Ps Pe Pratt, 0. Hyde, H. Ce Kimball and men of like energies 
and abilities were sent on missions repeatedly. His most capable men had 
been ordained "apostles" whose chief duty was to "Bear witness of the 
truth to the nations of the earth." However, isi they were home they had 
access to his presence; he was no recluse. It must not be forgotten that 
Joseph Smith was more than & Prophet vo his followers; at the time of his 
death he was Lieutenant General of the Nauvoo Legion, Mayor of the city, 
and candidate for the presidency of the United States. There was little 
of importance in Nauvoo whieh did not operate under his direction or 
approval, When his missionaries were ai hone they always found him ace 
cessible. He not only instructed them how to preach, but found time to 
demonstrate his prowess and strength as a wrestler. 

| Unlike the “Twelve,” Rigdon was always near at hend. He was 
the Prophet's "spokesman." liis relationship to the Prophet wus to be like 
beak Jae davon to Moses. There was nothing unusual in the fact that most of 
the leading Elders were far from Nauvoo when the Prophet was killed. Rigdon's 
absense was the sf sabibiada anche in the situation and that has been ale 
ready accounted fore a 

Upon reveiving word of the Prophet's death, the scattered Elders 
areoted their courses homewar d to "Nauvoo, the beautiful"=the lergest 
city in Illinois. Rigdon arrived on sugus’e &, (1864) and up to that date 
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as it was known that the Prophet's “spokesman” had returned from Pitts~ 
burg, P. Pe Pratt and two of his fellow Apostles invited him to meet in 
couneil with them the next mornings lle promised to be present, but he did 
not appears However, it being Sunday, he was present at the regular public 
meeting which met at ten o'clock. shen Prett and his associates arrived 
Rigdon told them he had been ‘prevented from keeping his appointment due to 
the udexpected arrival of « “philadelphia lawyer." 

fhe Mormons woo were assembled that Sevbath morning were privileged 
im hearing one of the strengest sermons that ever fedl from Christian lips. 
Some of the fragment which have been preserved,! sownd more like the ravings 
ee then merely some extravagant bits of apocalyptic ora 
torye® ‘iis ext was aptly chosen, and with slight alternations it would 
have served bin well as an epitaph. It read: "For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord." He disclosed to 
his listeners, God's will éanctretns Mormon leadership; it had been revealed 
to him in vision while in Pittsburg. The Church must now be guided by a 
“Gardien” who should “build the Chureh up to Josecn as he had begun its" 
He nad also learnéd from thé vision that he was the divinely appointed 
o"Guar dion" end’ the “identical man that the ancient prophets had sung about, 
Ret and #8jdiieed over, end that he was sent to do the wrk that had been 
the theme of all the prophets in every preceding genoration.s” To prove that 
"the Lord's ways were not their ways" he called their attention to the fact 


thet somewhere in Holy writ, He hadpromised to "Hiss for the fly from the 
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aus “All the short arene Hoe which are unlabled in this chapter sre 
found in “fhe Trial of Sidney Rigdon" as it appears in Times and Seasons, 
Vy G47T=~3 also. tia rovement Bra, ITIL, 493--—» 


Zab a leter date Orson Hyde thus apostrophized him; “air. Rigdon, 
do you not remember how you came into a certain coumeil about tie lst of 
April or latter part of larch last, (1444) that had been organized by Joseph 
Smith: and also how you danced sud shouted, and threw your feet so high thet . 
you came well nigh falling backwards upon the stove? Certainly you must 
reneaber, this; for you frotned at the mouth like a mad man, and gave glory 
to God so long and loud bah you became entirely hoarse and exhausted." 


(Quoted by IeKiley, | Mormonism, ps 264. 
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uttermost parts of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the 
land of Assyria," and thereby destroy His enemies." This passage brought 
to his mind the fact that "The time was meer at hend when he (Rigdon) would 
see one hundred tons of metal per second thrown at the enemies of God, and 
that blood would be to the horses bridles.” However, ne did not leave his 
audience much time to meditate upon the gory scene. He informed then that 
"if it were not for two or three things which he knew, this people (the Mor- 
mons?) would be utterly destroyed, and not a soul left to tell the tale." 
The Inglish converts who listened to that sermon must have been reassured 
of his power to’ look after their welfare for he added that in the midst of 
the great upheavel and bloodshed, he would “walk into the palace of Queen 
Vietoria and lead her out by the nose and no one would have the power to 
say, ‘Why do ye so? 

The present day reader is little more astonished with the excerpts 
from the “sermon" than by the fect! that nowhere in the records of that period 
does any one even hint that Rigdon was mentally unbalanced. His statements 
were too crude and ridiculous to attribute them entirely to wilful deception. 
iis protracted sickness, coupled with en eager desire to gain the supreme 
position of leadership, partiy account for his strange utterances. 

ra In the afternoon he bate unde his friend, William Merks, the locel 
church official of Nauvoo, to announce that he would have to leave at once 
for Pittsburg; therefore, a meeting should be held the following Thursday 
to decide upon accepting him as "Guardien” to the Church. Rigdon attenpted 
to have the meeting called for Tuesday, but Hider Richards “purposed to wait 
until the vert wt the ‘{welve’ arrived;" end Elder Grover expressed some 
doubts concerning the revelation itself. Rigdon agreed to wait until Thurs- 


cmon ee 


day, but no longer. “If the people had anything for him to do he wanted to 
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Some of the brethren became alarmed over the course he was pursu= 
ing. The next morning (Monday) he was again invited to « private official 
‘gathering. iid we Ke appeared but proved more intractable. He paced 
‘the room and said, “Gentlemen, you are used ups gentlemen, you're al 1 divided; 
the anti-Mormons have got yous... everything is in confusion; ..eyou lack a 
Npe 0h Lawdex'} theanti-Mormons will carry the élection«-a "guardian" must be 


appointed." Before the elose of this session his associates were able to 


“eal him sufficiently so that he would listen to their arguments that divieg 


“sion did not exist, that they would win the election, ete. Before the meetq 
ing was dismisseg, Rigdon said that se did not expect the people to choose 
a “guerdian" on Thursday. They would simply have a prayer-meeting where they 
would “inter=change their thoughts and feelings and warm each other's hearts." 

_ Brigham Young, the President of the “Twelve” arrived on Tuesday 
(August 6, 1844) and events began taking a néw course. On Wednesday he 
} called upon Rigdon to learn wiat he intended to do end the true significance 
ef nis visions and peveRetond enskrtiing tae churei. Rigden deseribed his 
vision ‘to Brighsa Young “as a continuation of the vision mentioned in the 
Dastethie aha Govenhitte,” and after going into details concerning his divine 
appointment closed his pert of the conversation by saying: "I propose to be 
“Guardian to the people; in’this I have discharged my duty and done what God 
has commanded me, and the people can please themselves whether they accept 
me or not.” Brigham Young was not convinced; he said he "did not care who 
would lead the dati’ Bee one thing he must know, and that was what God 
Said about it." “By way of émphasis he further added that, "I (8. Young) 
“have the keys and the means of obtaining the mind of Ged on the subject." 
Mg Bhd multitude of Nauvoo's citizens gathered for the Thursday 
- meeting. It was held in the open at 10 AeM. Rigdon harangued the Mormons 
for one hour md one-half upon the necessity of 1 eae a “Guardian” for 

“a 


ee Ro macoe he had ny haa Brighaa Young announced that mother meet- 


; Hse eel iy fy 4a 7 #) %Y ‘es x 
7 PAS A. nite AGE RRs troeh pep heute ile Wi = 


ott. N ey 


> Pe A , sew oe ee oe a Pe 


8B Lee } | HRV ATA 
. 3 


svaw? dawed esis oft «dro bomwle omeoed) ait aia edt te mor - roan ph 


fateitte odaving 2 o¢ bodival miaga/eow ot Cysbsoit) ‘griderioty, deem watt ant 
‘boaigq 6K soldedowntat exon bavoig ded, beregiie et omit aidt “ppinte thy 





gbobivib fie ettvey,) rerpddneg pau bows 7m OY «stbmLdaOD" 4btoe bem MOR ort 

ai Boel WoYews gudlewiaee at ak ainhedyisve saaqwoy tox: ovash enourrotintdae orig i 
ad dene “neibsay3” s--noi¢sete: ond yume Llbv enontel+idnaedt giebach deny.’ 
ot efde otew zodetooses vin moiades, alod Yo eeolo eit) oxohed. * betotogge’ 
eivih: tard edne mt yt thors oo novekl bivow, ‘orl dened 02 Ylineloitiwe otd mleo, 


~Joem aid o1oted ote! puaddoaLp odd atv bivew vert dad yteixe Jon bLd: woke, 





Snootio. oF siqong ext tooqxe tom fkb ost Hard base HObyih ~kountmeib ase gmk R 
youd onoriw anitoer-voyetg « eved yIqute bluow yout. .yabervitl ao: "s sib-unrg” Bi | 
",atiaed et testo coae anew bas agmiloet baw atdgrort thend’ penne ? 

vabaout it@ st iheoahe 3 hike Ate els to taobisott erit v3au0 amma me ad Ay 


Went tobaenbow a0 “eo ewOD wen ‘getatns re ecrete, baa (ee8e co st) eh 
voreoktiagk= eutd ot bite ob” ot hobnotnt ed tac aetsoL ot sobghtt adqy potted 










wkd botixeeeb robaist “Ponutio ‘eae gatirroou sitottabo vat bates &. 
> est ed besbitdnesi aobaty orid t8 x6 Hondo 8 ao" geek meslgha 
ahtelb eat gubcecwesdetbibel oo gatos) ode ines? "(ai | 


(pivot sa )o%" yhode Sot aie i ssenige ” vb ne 
| "edoot die oid) to bod to balm odd Sainked 7 
aban at odd pet dad her oc Japantencous : 


@139< 

ing would be held in the afternoon. still larger crowds were assembled at 
the appointed hour. Brighan Young had all the Church officers gathered in orderly 
arrangement about him when the meeting opened. He took charge and was the prin- 
cipal speaker. With few preliminary remarks he came directly to the question 
of leadership. It is interesting to note that neither Rigdon nor Brigham 
Young claimed the right to be Prophetic successor to Joseph Smith. Rigdon 
proposed to guide the Church as a "Guardian;" DPrigham Young insisted that 
the governing power should rest with the "twelve," Several years passed 
before Brigham Young was formally presented before the Church as "President," 
In his speech he presented the problem before the people as being whether 
Rigdon should be appointed "Guardian" or whether the "“Iwelve" should control 
affairs as a quorum. Among other things he said: 

Here is President Rigdon, who was Counselor to Joseph. I ask 
“Where are Joseph and Hyrum?" They are gone beyond the vail; and if Elder 
Rigdon is to act as his Counselor, he must go beyond the vail where he igeee 
The Twelve are appointed by the finger of God. Here is Brigham, have his 
knees ever faltered? Have his lips ever quivered... The Twelve, an inde« 
pendent body, have the keys of the Priesthood. This is true so help me 
Gode.. Do you want a spokesman to be chief cook and bottle-washer?... If 
he (Rigdon) wants now to be a spokesman to the Prophet, he must go to the 
other side of the vail, for the Prophet is there, but Elder Rigdon is here. 
Why will Elder Rigdon be a fool?.s. I will ask, "Who has stood next to 
Joseph and Hyrum? "I have, and I will stand next to him 

At the close of Brigham Youns'’s speech Rigdon called upon W. W. 
Phelps to speek in his behalf. Phelps arose and said: "If you want to do 
right, uphold the “twelve.” If they die, I am willing to die with them; 
but do your duty and you will be endowed." 

Brigham Young then put the question before the Congregation in 
this form: "Does the Church want, and is it their only desire to sustain 
the ‘Twelve’ as the First Presidency of this people?" The vote was unanimous, 
so he did not call’ for a nepative vote. He then brought the meeting to a 


close with these remarks: 


We feel we could take Brother Rigdon in our bosom along with us; 





, TI, 490. 





yLrebi0 ot boriedtag, BRS ETO sori ond oo bad ‘ sf io bie os 
mtb sey edt 89% baa! greece ‘atoot om ; sbesaao, ‘pitas 089 ns att ¢ “ | . i | 





sokteenp els o¢ viteettbh enve, ed, galseares. ceramide weit: any F ities: ; ne 


mh at. dl, tia i, 
Hobgth,; lt ime Ageaoh of toredoous eitedgort ad) Ot ddgix odd be 





“puta be 10n “Obs in tadd fet dad aston 6F gattaoued 








) tadt bedelent, gavel onigiw "poaihragd" 6 ae. dorisdd ati abisa of dneeaies 
 feaseg axvsey Levere®? “.ertewt*: edt dt iw door blyode ‘iw0q anbarevos, wild | 

 daebhaex%” as dowd) odd ovdted bas nonerg yiinmre% aew. gawek suigiwe .etoted 
sertertw'ynted c2 elqoeg ent eroted seidoug: oft betaetetg ed, docoge me al 

téxtasc &iveda. " py Lew" duh soiidonw to) "ne hbweiD" betatedas od bivotia : fo kl 





<p hiea ort: aigockstd, tedto. ‘goioma: peer * ca gnzena 


~ fee I . atigesel: et aphids: aa ore, obg tt dueb fa mm ak, 
“abla ii bas gtllev et bnoved enon esa yodT "am ui 
sovel of ated, Lav edt broyed og tem of .. toLempitio aid @ 
afi evan ,medning gi eteii «bod to nogalt one NS ‘eel 
‘wobnt re ,orvtow! off ...beteviop sore agil ais evel ott 
om qled eo egit at eidT .boordteeixd odd o ayed ot 
XI conf tosear-olited . bea deca Seige) od Be aR at h 
add ot og taum ed ,tetigosd odd of anuaesloge & hod 
soted el nobgid- ible tid) eredd et storgoxt jets 
ae ont boots aed ode" Pe Fy LLty Pt nad Foe 













| eirentimeny | aos icin’ "tetuowg sha, roi bad = R: 
(8 OF guitoom eed, dooms, cosh, ot tere a & 40m 8 30% 


nit sep api te ape 2a ¥ 


-140= 

we want such a man as Brother Rigdon. He has been sent away by Brother 
Joseph to build up a kingdoms let him keep the instructions and calling; 
Jet him raise up a mighty kingdom in Pittsburg, and we will lift up his 
hands to Almighty God... I feel to bring up Brother Rigdon with us; we are 
of one mind with him and he with us. Will this congregation uphold him 
in the place he occupies by the prayer of faith and let him be one with us 
and we one with him?"1 

Again the voting was unanimous; and although many who were pre= 
sent may not have been exactly clear in their minds just what the position 
was which Rigdon “occupied” yet they were all certain that he was not to 
be "Guardian" over the Church. Mormon historians consider August 8, 1844, 
an important date in the history of their Church. ‘hey not only record 
the fortunate arrival of Brigham and the wise choices of the people; but 
they also record the later teidtiadntnn of pious members that during Brigham 
Young's plea for himself and the "Twelve" the "mantle" of the dead Prophet 
fell upon him. "President Young stood transfigured before them and they 
beheld the Prophet Joseph Smith and heard his voice as naturally as ever 
they aia whee he was living. It was a manifestation to the Saints thet they 
might recognize the correct authority."2 

If Rigdon had been willing to play some secondary part to Brigham 
Young for the remainder of his life, he would have. achieved undying fame 
in Mormon history. ‘The same observation would hold true with respect to 
his earlier "Campbellite" affiliations. Rigdon would have been listed among 
the founders of that sect if he had only humbled himself before Alexander 
Campbell. He had the necessary emotional qualifications toa rouse people 
and loosen them from their traditional religious moorings, but he did not 
possess the intellectual stability essential for leadership. Perhaps a 


greater contrast of personalities did not exist among the Mormons than existed 


between Brigham Young and Sidney Rigdon. 


, Ibid., pe 492. 
20 Fe Smith, Essentials in Church History, pe 533. 
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After Rigdon was defeated in his attempt to gain supreme control 
he did not openly break with Brigham Young and the "Twelve." Neither was 
he in such a hurry Nauvoo as he had been prior to the decision. The records 
show that three weeks later (Sundsy, Sept. 1, 1844), he spoke at a public 
meeting. On that occasion he seemed resigned to his position. tlie “poured 
blessings on the people to an unbounded degree, encouraged the building up 
of the city and temple, and said he was one with them." He referred once 
more to the terrible battle which should be fought somewhere by the Brook 
of Kedron and the rough treatment Qucen Victoria should receive st his 
hands," 

However, the next night he held a secret meeting with a few who 
pelieved him. $0 be the divinely appointed successor to the Prophet, and he 
ordained some of them to be Prophets, Priests, and Kings. ‘The news of this 
meeting reached Srigham Young the following day and he determined to have 
a definite understanding with Rigdon. Accompanied by Orson Hyde he called 
at Kigdeon's residence, sat down directly in front of him, took hold of his 
hand, looked him in the eyes and “asked him if he had a meeting in which 
men were ordained to be Prophets, Priests, and Kings??? After several evasive 
answers he admitted thet « meeting was held; and eventually when questioned 
to the point where he sither had totell a direct lie or admit the facts, 
he said that men were ordained to such offices and that he believed that he 
possessed. the highest authority in the Mormon Church. As Brigham Young con- 
tinued to press him with questions he protested that "his feelings were being 
crowded too much." At this point Brigham Young departed after notifying him 
that the "Iwelve" would call in the evening.” 

When the "Twelve" arrived they asked him for his license. We have 


observed already that in the early days of Kirtland, the Prophet had demanded 


tines and Seasons, V, 652 
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~l4l- 
him to give up his license for a short period. fut trom the "Twelve" 
Rigdon refused to honor such a requests His answer was; 

, I did not receive it from you neither shall I give it up to 

yous Inasmuch as you have demanded lay license, I shall find it my duty 
‘to publish all your secret meetings and all the history of the secret works 
of this Church, in the public journals... There is a rod and a scourge awaits 
this people... I have sat and laughed up my sleeve at the proceedings & the 
"Twelve" this evening, for they have been fulfilling in the last act the 
wision I had at Pittsburg. I knew you would oppose me in my movements. I 
knew you would withdraw fellowship from me. It was also showm to me in the 
vision.t ) 

Some of his listeners accused him of "endeavoring to palm upon the 
people false revelations and lies in the name of the Lord." This exoited 
him still further and he told them 

, He was to help fight a bloody battle in some appointed places... 
This battle was not to be a war of words, not a battle with the tongue, but 
withethevewords; it will be.a bloody battle; the great God has revealed it 
to mé and no one shall beat me out of it. 

He also added as they departed: "You are not led by the Lord, and 
I have known it for a long time that you were not led by the Lord."@ 

wie “So fer as the records show, this was the last attempt to bring 

him under the 8 pervision of the "Twelve." Brigham Young and his supporters 
made preparations to try him for his Church membership. Through the Neighbor, 
their local newspaper, the public was notified of the "frial" which should be 
held the following Sunday. At the appointed hour everybody of importance in 
Nauvoo, except Sidney Rigdon, weg present. Brigham Young took GChargee In 
his opening remarks he told the people that the "twelve" should act as wit- 
nesses and not as judges. Before calling the first "witness" he told the 
congregation that he had a great love for Rigdon as a private citizen. He 
cited, that in times past he had proved his love by lying on Rigdon's floor 
“night after night end week after week" to defend him in once of mob attack. 


But he said that he had travelled thousands of miles “in poverty and tri- 


‘Ibid., 650-51. 


*Thid., 652. 
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~142- 
bulation" for the Church--many times with blood in his shoes--and he did 
not intend to see his friendship for Rigdon interfere with the interests 
of the Church. As he expressed it: "when it touches the salvation of the 
people, I am the man that walks to the line," He said that some claimed 
Rigdon's absence was due to sickness, but he had sent no notice of his ing 
ability to be present. After enumerating some of Rigdon's heretical actions 
and statenents since the death of the Prophet, he closed with the following: 
"Blder Rigdon has not cnnbicbkon himself like a man of God, he has not cons 
ducted himself) Dike a Prophet of God, nor a Counsellor to the First President 
since he came here. We prefer these charges against him and the High Council 
will be ébligedite act,"1 
Orson Hyde, who had known Rigdon for many years then spokes He 
repeated many of the accusations presented by Brigham Youmg and called the 
attention of the people to the fact that "He (Rigdon) was the cause of our 
troubles in Missouri, and although Brother Joseph tried to restrain him he 
would take his own course; and if he goes to exposing the secrets of this 
Chur eh, as he says, the world will throw him down and trample him under their 
feet."2 | 
| P. Pe Pratt was next called upon to speak. He said that he had 
e strong feeling of friendship for Rigdon, that they had worked together 
in a Church before either was converted to Mormonism, and that he had been 
the first to present Rigdon with cities of Mormon, which lead to his conver« 
ta | However, he did not allow friendship to spare the mand He exposed 
wha wild private statements which Rigdon had been making during the past 
few weeks and called attention to the strange sermond he had preached to 


the public. 
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Ibid.e, pe 647. 
*Thid., ps 651. 
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~145- 
Of all the "witnesses" who spoke Amasa Lyman was one of the least 
sparing in his denunciations of Rigdon: 


Where has this individual been for these years past? Has he been 
laboring to support and uphold the man whom God has appointed to bring forth 
this work? Has he been endeevoring for the last four or five years to build 
up the principles taught and laid dovm by the man of God? This man who has 
been asleep all the while, when he was not too sick to sleep and smoke his 
pipe end take his drink, corresponds with John C. Bennett and other mean, 
corrupt men. This is the character of the man on whom shines the 
light of revelation; this is the man who says "The Twelve have gone astray 
and this Church is not led by the Lord." This man is made generalissimo 
of all the armies of the Gentiles, I suppose; this is the man who is to fight 
those wonderful battles till the blood of the slaim flows as high as the 
horses* bridles in the brook Kedron. For the last four or five years woe 
have never heard of Sidney's getting a revelation, but, as soon as brother 
Joseph is out of the way, he manufactures one to allure the people and dese 
troy themes. Now this is the man who has got the keys of the conquest, the 
keys of Davidl.s. It may be pleaded that Sidney Rigdon may be mistaken. If | 
he should, it is not the first time he has been mistaken in his revelatione+ 


When Bishop Witney was given an opportunity to speak he told the 
people that he 

Never had any confidence in Brother Rigdon as a revelatore Be= 
gause I have so repeatedly heard Brother Joseph rebuke him for speaking, 
in the name of the Lord, what was not sow He was always either in the %, 
bottom of the cellar or up in the garret window... If such things as are 
contained in his revelation have been reveled to him, it is from a source 
with which we want nothing to does. I believe he is an evil designing man. 

He is dishonest, and he has lied to carry out his theory... I feel to suse 
tain the "Twelve" in withdrawing their fellowship, and I think the High 
Council and the Church ought to sustain the decision of the Twelve. 

Bishop Witney then called upon the High Council to give its de= 
cision. The vote was unanimous in favor of the "decision of the Twelve." 
This was not definite enough to satisfy Elder 0. Hyde, so Elder Wi. W. Phelps 
moved that "Elder Sidney Rigdon be cut off from the Church and delivered over 
to the buffetings of Satan until he repents.e" The high Council again voted 
in the affirmative. The motion was then presented to the congregation and 


the vote was unanimous ia the affirmative except "a few of Elder Rigdon's 


party.” The nezative vote was then taken and they numbered "about ten." 


at ovement Era, III, 584-85, 





*Tbide, pp» 585-86. 
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Brigham Young then arose and delivered Sidney Rigdon over to the buffetings 
of Satan, in the name of the Lord. And all the people said, “Anen."1 And 
thus ended Rigdon's “trial and his membership in the Mormon Church. He was 
& very unpopular man that day. William Warks was the only person who ate 
tempted to say a good word in his defense. He called attention to the fact A 
that many of the accusations against Rigdon had been of long standing and were 
_ Supposed to have been settled at the time the Prophet attempted to oust him 
at a general conference. He also wentioned that Rigdn had been ordained 
ma Prophet, Seer, and hevelator® to the Church a short time before his de-« 
parture to Pittsburg and that a notice of this had been published in The - 
Times and Seasons. Marks said that he knew of no other man inthe Church who 
had ever been ordained to such an office, 

His plea was none too vigorous, ual it is doubtful whether any 
ergunent would have been effective on that occasion. Rigdon was dadued be= 
fore the nesting opened. if there had been any chance of He a a large 

number of people tolhie side he would have been at the meeting armed with 
all his oratory. tt was not a question of Sidney Rigdon i Brigham Young 
for church leadership which the people had to decide. It was Sidney Rigdon 
or all the toodine officers in the organization. Great men have frequently 
failed in the face or ispiiwntianeiises Opposition. A man of Kigdon's ula 
sonality and ability has never been known to win against such odds. His 


success would have been a most unfortunate calamity to the Mormon cause. 





A few months later (Deo. 15, 1844) the following notice appeared 
in the Times and Seasons: “Noticet! After mature and candid deliberation, 

am fully and tisfactorily convinced that Mr. Sidney Rigdon's claims to 
the presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, are not 
founded in truth. I have been deceived by his specious pretences, and now 
feel to warn every one over whom I may have‘any influence to beware of hin, 
end his pretended visions and revelations, ‘The Twelve are the proper persons 
to lead the church." Signed, Willian Warks, 3 
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CHAPTER VIII 
SIDNEY RIGDON=-MORMON SCHISMATIC 
As we have observed, Rigdon was excommunicated September 8, (1844). 
The action against him aroused his old activity which had been sleeping for 
about five years» He removed to Pittsburg and made preparations to fulfill 
the revelation which he had delivered in Nauvoo. He was one of the first 
to attempt a rival organization to Nauvoo and the "Twelve," and like the others 
he met with little success.+ His aim seems to have been to duplicate the 
Mormon Church as it had existed in Kirtland, It was during the Kirtland 
period that he hed been most intimately associated with the Prophet and his 
chief contributions to Mormonism must have been made at that time. 
On Oetober 15 (1844) he revived and published the Latter Day Saints! 
Messenger and Advocate. This magazine had been one of the first published 
in the Churche When he had collected a number of followers they took upon 
themselves the esrly name of the Church, once more going by the name of "The 
Church of Christ." At the first annual conference (April 6-11, 1845), there 
appears to have been a deliberate attempt to reproduce the scenes and in« 
itiations which took place at Kirtland when the teuplewas dedicated. However, 
more shall be said about tiis later. 
7 
“The feliewtne groups i to rival Brigham Young and his 
- supporters? anes Je Strang and his followers at Beaver Island, Lake Michigan. 
See Kingdom o ames, by Quaife for an excellent treatment of this groupe 
Willian smith, a 3 “other of the Prophet, stood by the “fwelve" for a ‘short. 

» then attempted to draw disciples away, He was unsuccessful and eventually 
dined the "Reorganized LeD.S." croup. sone Wight led a party away fromthe 
main body of the church. This group first went to Wisconsin and from there to 
Texas where it came to an end at Wight"s death in 1858. The Bickertonites, 

a few families who followed William Bickerton who claimed to be a disciple of 
Rigdon's for a short time, The Baneemyites, The Brewsterites, The Hedrickites, 


and The Whitmerites (called "The Church of christ"). The Reorganized LeD.Se 
group had a membership of erent in 1926, 
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The first issue of his magazine states that 


In resuscitating the Latter-Day Saints Messenger and Advocate, 
it is the intention of the subscriber to contend for the same doctrines, 
order of Church government and discipline maintained by that paper when first 
publibhed in Kirtland, Ohio. (p.16) 
Besides proclaiming the objectives which he had in view, the first number 
of the paper revealed by its articles how he was f0ing to achieve his desired 
ends» Through pointing out the iniquity of the leaders at Nauvoo it was hoped 
that many people would desert then, Up to this time polygamy was not openly 
taught, but Joseph Smith and some of hig leading Elders had been privately 
practicing it, Through condemning polygamy it was necessary to condemn Joseph 
Smith as a fallen prophet, or deny that “he taught such a doctrine. In later 
years "The Reorganized LsD.8. Church," followed the latter course, but in 
the time immediately following the Prophet's death it would have beena foolish 
argunent because too many men ‘and women were aware of the facts. 

Another point of argument which © peared in the first issue was 
that Rigdon himself was the divinely appointed successor to the Prophet. 
At a little later period Rigdon attempted to attract members to Pittsburg 
by prophesying the destruction of Nauvoo, and the "Twelve" accused hin of 
predicting that the toile should not be built. Various writers in the Times 
and Seasons state that Rigdon threatened to bring a mobl upon the city of 
Nauvoo, but he indignantly denied prophecies against the temple and all state- 
aiiebiisechunlibibt tiie hice irttih vei we. 

Rigdon was always an enemy of polygamy. In his first issue he 
isttrhiih bike 12): 

It would seem almost impossible that there could be found a set 
of men and women, in this age of the world, with the revelations of God in 
their hands, who could invent and propigete doctrines so ruinous to society, 


to debasing, and demorelising as the doctrine of a man having a plurality of 
Wiveseses First insulting innocent females, and when they resented the insult, 
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OLE PIR 1 





"See Times and Seasons, Vy 742. 





pont Sor ns | ade fae: oe Datieael hae 
fault sso shir teqeg dads vw bentasutan pstoreyt hos toemurrevoy done to tebio 
mi | (Ah) veldo ,baateadn ok boda hideg 


sedinin tant edd ,wokv wi bed od ate Ete aevitoetde: wits datmtalsorg bgt | 


Dhotieeb eid svotdeb oF vitos eaw ed wort woletdsom wk: lad ReLaarey: neqag ont * 7 
boebit wer *t ocwiet te etobeel edd ho" yeihup iat lost tye ‘gattobog: duos sabite gh 
“wineqe toss war yonoylog emit whit alg snl etna atibetedghaetainale 
yledevinq need bad etoblid sutbael sta Re omen bath Hhiseistgenel dant qitdgind 
‘igqeeol falehreo oF Ve seoem daw SL Yauiayliog Rati ninebsne dewotn® . » te ‘gudsitoany o 
qedal HY J ertatcob wtour Fe gad gil’ dnt viteb we yéeriqote! nett et ® ‘wa atthe 
hi tad ,osined totdaf edt bone Etsy *de-ruito! Aled) bosdunp roe ‘tr baad ; 
Ont ont jotwol tot Lot athoums oniitinds 
en 8 a aha ae ait ‘to omawie erew ceeittiorw nce a get Senet enneood | 


Adt foot wired ead bluow 31 staeD’e roi 











|) law edited Sexkt odd nf Berseg a do kdw thenieia to Drie!“ ont 
» Sgdedgort: or ob woneoboue Bodeieven ylentvtb aid ew’ tLe iat 
hoped d BL ot oe todmenar soot oF bedetioda ito byt bokwy ref vel 
“Me mit besdoos “ovLow!”™ edt sine bona te stoouateae ai sn 


















cig ni erstberasofiat weLted edton biweda: ay. bi 


X ‘soteve {ie bas linen elt vie gsat i soteaigens 1 sok ea 


ae ag 


id igh, r 


ad. Gane eth, seems 4 seme fe 
oA ftyle ; dal a bg : 


hem m- biaupere. me, wel tt wh d 

| vee boi to asolvalovet pee ts Wg Stour 
ae ee ot enomkyt 92 86: ob 
| yrilemle a a 
thetat tt 6 bodneets 


Py 


"an ee pha Ae rail Ae 
weer! 


rg 





~Lé7= 

these monsters in human shape would assail their characters by lying and 
perjuriess..« I could bring facts which can be established in any court of 
justice, in relation to these vile abominations practised under the garb 
of religion that would make humanity blush. 

ig As time went on he became more and more severe in his denunciations 
of the “twelve” bod the proctles of polygamy. Every issue in the first volume 
of his paper Contains some sharp criticism of Nauvoo and its morals. Many 
times Rigdon was the author of these articles, but sometimes his assistants 
would take up the pen ageinst their former associates. In retaliation to a 
criticism made by one of the "Twelve" concerning his views of preparation for 
Christ's coming, Rigdon replied that the “Twelve” would prepare for the Lord's 
coming. “by sleepim with other men's wives) But let these ignoramuses foam 
out their own shame." (p,. 101) 

In condemning Joseph Smith of polyga fy Rigdon was more hesitant. 

Several reasons can be advanced for this. First, it was an unwise policy 
to criticize the dead Prophet too sharply if he hoped to win a following. 
from Nauvoo, Joseph Smith did not lose his prophetic title at the time of 
his death, but he was given in addition a martyr's crown. On the other hand, 
Rigdon had been his counsellor, and if the prophet had been living contrary 
to the revelations of God he should have denounced the practice at the oute 
set. As we have already observed, Rigdon had opposed polygamy so far as it 
concerned his own daughter, but he had not openly opposed the Prophet. On 
the contrary he was willing to.undergo a most humiliating exhibition before 
a Chureh conference rather than be removed from his position as counsellor to 
the Prophet. 
| | However, as time went on he openly took the stand that Joseph Smith 
was a "fallen Prophet." Perhaps his stand Was about the same as the one taken 
by David Whitmer in later years, "that some of Joseph Smith's prophecies were 
from God, some from msn, and some from the devil." A position of this kina 


made it very convenient for those who rejected polygamy yet believed in the 
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Doctrine and Covenants and the Book of Mormon. To those whe are skeptical 
concerning the Prophet's polygamous practices the following should be of 
interest. In the very first issue of his paper Rigdon published an article 
by Samuel Forgeus which was little short of an open accusations One part 
of it reads: 

But, enquires the objector, you believe Joseph transsressed? 
I answer, he himself confessed he was but aman and liable to sin like 
other mene But, says one, do you believe that he was out off for trans- 
gression? I reply, he had the promise, if he remained faithful, he should 
translate the other plates of the Book of Mormon, which are now sealed; 
also thet he said and did many things in direct Opposition to the word of 
God, as given through himalf; but we do not judge him, we leave him in 
the harids of a just and merciful Ged. (p.2) 

The first direst statement thet Joseph Swith was a “fallen Prophet" 
beteuse of his introducing the practice of polygamy, is found in the second 


nunber (p10) of Rigdon's Messenger and Advocate: 





Was doseph ‘Smith cut off for transgression? I answer, if the 
Lord is to be believed he was; for he expressly promises that if Joseph 
abided in him, he should stand in the office in which he was placed, until 
the coming of the Son of Man... How did he transcress the law of God? I 
answer, he taught the doctrine that a man could have ten wives. 
Phe forepoing article was written by Samuel Bennett, a follower of Rigdon 
“who later beceme editor of the papers ‘Sometimes a statement appeared tel- 
ling the reader that Rigdon was not to be held accountable for material. in 
the current issue because of his absence from town. lowever, before many 
months passed kigdon was quite willing to print the following without any 
aocompanying apology or qualification: 

On Thursday evening we gave the history of Nauvoo, and the events 
that led to the death of the Smiths, which, of courss, we traced to the 
introduotion of the spiritual wife system; for all de know, that know any= 
thing about it, that it was the introduction of that system which led to the 
death of the Smiths, ond that if thot system had not been introduced they 
might have been living men today. (Ibid., p.145) 

Years later (ida « 27, 1866) when his following had almost dwindled 
ane, he received a revelation on the subject of polyzamy for the guidance 


of his followers and particularly for Stephen Posts 
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~The word of the Lord to his’ servant Stephen Post concerning the 
things whereof he has inquired. i, the Lord, say unto my servant Stephen 
that the system of Polygamy as had among @ people who were called after 
my name was not of me saith the Lord, I, the Lord, your Redeemer, disavow 
ite I never gave to Joséph Smith or any other man authority to introduce 
in my neme that system... It is before me, saith the Lord, an abomination... 
As to those who have not polluted themselves with polygamy, the thing I, 
the Lord, hate, they can be baptized again or not, If they are dissatisfied 
with their baptism let them be baptized again so that they can act in good 
faith before me saith the Lord. 
After Rigdon broke with the "Twelve" he no longer called Joseph 


Smith “The Prophet;" but from then on he referred to Joseph and his brother 


aie 
Ofiwer who was killed with him as "the Smiths." However, he and his followers 


Claimed a high regard for the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants. 

It was from revelations in the latter which they based many of their claims 

of Rigdon’s divine appointment. In one place the revelations stated that 

"If he (Joseph Smith) shall transgress he shall have no power except to appoint 
another in his stead." (See "Me Gag" Pel0), Another fragment (see "D.tc." 

Sec. 1241104) “eat that Riedon "Shall lift up his voice asain on the mountains, 
end be @ spokesmen before my (ise., the Lord's?) face," By coupling the state- 
ment published iy Jonenh sent tis or 1844, to the foregoing revelations it 
seemed clear to some that Rigdon was not only their choice, but also God's 
choice. ‘The announcement of June 1, 1844 said, “We have to announce that 
Sidney Rigdon has Peet ordained a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator." In brief 

the argunent for Rigdon was about as Pelians: Joseph Smith had been a true 
prophet down to the time of his introduetion of polygamy, which angered God 
nid oehend the Prophet's death. The Lord had nies tion é his Prophet ‘would 

fall so he had. him orcain Sidney Rigdon as Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, to 
succeed hime Ina cryptic manner God had notified the Mormons of the true 
pituation even before the Prophet was slain. He had said that his servant 


Sidney should be a spokesman unto Him. Thus he was God's spokesman and not 


Journal of History, IV, No.3, 179. 













adie gait eon “Fue etuepa: iiss Mg ba 
: ttedged% tasvyos ya ofgy yar ted, edt a | 
Be ‘sects Bel feo ete ‘ost elqoad 2 sronmus bath iy i vy 
 woveatb _ tameebelsl wiOY ,btol edd \T ePtad anit aye at ‘0 
: ssvborwnt oF Urhiodtis wines tori nas “xo lt bd icigoaob; of ser rae 


Feit) ‘a spilt ori : Amogytog di be ser Downinsts! sila Rive ton « Car 
beltafsasets ets Yedt IL ton 10 allege bealiqad ed mes a) 
beog mi tos ago vedt tadd oz slasa ial ad medt tol oid ‘pbadd 
. Lengyh ods a3 tae co anche kat a 
iqeeo bel tee “tepin0 oft heat ( Morton" ods i te overs sobs heel utes Te ne 


‘iad K Welly shea is 


fie ( tedtond etd bas goes oF berweres ra a0 > stot aot us " Posiqort ‘edt, 







Va arowalie? ake aa aft ane t atl * utd oad er) ahd aim bests naw oon rae ’ 


ed & 3 





‘ sasoved ban exiasood ens bas deateu te 1008: aa ta: puager, wtyte 9 


tnitalo “akedd 16 Yao ere yond deidw tottal, ould ak ancltaloves not ve we a 


ila Ay eee 
i of 





“ade bette encitelavers mas — O50 a 


















ty ‘ pas" — ony: toomnat soritomk (ote eng * oot): ale rabiete Ht 1 * 


fi vee ke Me Sy 
§ ny 9 Sete es aid abe 


ee: ; 
uw antag a adriiom: & out x6 nia: & eater: att oe hah Lede obs sey ue 
ae? Mh God pat a 


 metade odd ‘gud Lques «a * ena (terbw0a ids ald ee oxched’ nemnero§ r 


7 if 





0 i. anottaleves: grioyeto? odd ot ai aad oni ah Dlecaal sg 


a a eee, vate tue ote, shod eho, deg. ape nel £8, soa 
Act . ff 
Aes - tat eonwonms oF vad st" bhes hinted a oot to PR 


aie Dy “doles et "node owes fa, ‘qt998 sdodgomt a + bawiabre om 


i an roe ateoved ban goes <aigens Peres a o 
cig ' owed onlt 20 ssrousox ag Bafitton | Sok boo voumae 
AG oe ge el f 

4 sbieaiind a ald y: ly Bee bas et 





ae 





Le +h 





‘a Ay ener? tt 
fe MPa 
nee cere ee 
ye ¥ 


-150- 
merely spokesman to the Prophet. ‘he Lord had also said, "He (Rigdon) 
shall lift up his voice again on the mountains." This was plain enough to 
the faithful that God referred to Kigdon's return to Pennsylvania. Pen= 
nsylvania was a mountainous country, or at least hilly, and Rigdon had preached 
there in his early life. Therefore, the statement that he should lift up 
his voice in the mountains "again" made matters very clear. 

But Rigdon was not dependent upon scriptures which the "Twelve" 
interpreted one way and he interpreted another. He claimed Direct revelation 
from God. Sometimes his revelations were for individuals, sometimes for a 
city and at times for the whole world. Three months after leaving Nauvoo 
he prophesied against the Place: 

God is not to be thus trifled with. These efforts of desperation 
will avail them (the “Twelve") nothing. They have trifled with Jehovah; 
they have set at neught his revealed wille.» Know reader, that He who tules 
in the heavens, has declared the fate of Nauvoo; and all shall see his hand 
on Nauvoo for destruction, and not for salvation; for Nauvoo, on account of 
the iniquities of her people, will be desolated. The saints there have 
polluted their inheritances, and God will cast them down, and make them an 
example to all those who come after thems; and all the efforts of man to the 
contrary will not save her. 

The Mormons of Nauvoo published statements that Rigdon had prophesied 
that the temple should never be finished. This may have had some effect upon 
the doggedness with which they pursued their labors on thet building even 
though mobs became more menacing daily, and it was clear that the city must 
be deserted. Rigdon denied having ever made any such prophecy. He also 
denied any attempt to bring mobs upon the doomed eity or to associate with 
the other apostates who had been the enemies of the Prophet. 

Information is searce on the life of Rigdon after the first year 
of his break with the “Twelve.” He did not have a large following at any 
time, but perhaps his strongest period was in 1845=ethe year following his 
break with the "Twelve." In April of that year his disciples gathered at 


Pittsburg at which time they organized themselves into a separate body from 


the Nauvoo group. Few changes were made in the Church organization as it had 
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existed in the days of the Prophet. The published revelations of Joseph 
Smith were accepted as genuine along with the Bookof Mormone They called 
the new organization "The Church of Christ," whieh had been the original 
name of the followers of Joseph Saith. They now called the Nauvoo group 
"The Mormons," and claimed to have nothing in common with them. A brief 
sketch of the conference minutes may show Rigdonts ideas of a perfect church: 

The First Day:+(Sunday morning, April 6, 1845) Sidney Rigdon 
preachéd to his saints on the subject of the priesthood. His text was, 
put Me are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peeult:r ,»people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into marvelous light." 

In the afternoon: The sacrament was passed to all the believers 
"at which time the spirit of the Lord was poured ouf in great effusion on 
the whele assembly, and the meeting wasinteresting beyond anything before 
knowne" 

In the evening: A baptismal service was held at which time twenty- 
nine were imaerseds 

Mouday morning, April 7, 1845: After the congregation sang the 
first song, Rigdon "kneeled before God, with the ¢onference, and addressed 
him in solemnity, in tears, and in strong and fervent supplication, and ded- 
icated himself anid dia Maat bienes to Almighty God." He then invited all those 
who had been ordained Prophets, Priests, and Kings, to take front seats; and 
gave them a solemn warning to take heed, “that no man take they CYOWNess Act 
in your authority, and hear of. triumphantly the Chureh and Kingdom of God 
Bees" ke the beginuinge-you must triumph until you meet the Son of God on 


Mount Olivete--I lay it upon you in the name of Jesus, that you shall be the 


. Ry? The following quotations are from the conference minutes. They 
are found in The Messenger and Advocate, I, 168-73; 185-89. 
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kings over whom the Son of God shall reign as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords." 

_ He then said that he had established the kingdom after the pattern 
which God had revealed’ to him. At this point he asked the congregation what 
office should he hold. Elder Cole nominated him “President of the Kingdom 
and Church." "It was then put to the whole church, and was carried in the 
affirmative, without a dissenting voice." The next part in the service was 
directed by W. E. MeLellin, who had caused considerable trouble during the 
Prophet's life tine. ile “stepped forward in obedience to the word of the 
Lord to him in a vision and took the President by the hand, and declared his 
determination to stand by him and his family in all righteousness before God 
until the time of the end..." 

After nominating various officers Rigdon returned te MoLellin's 
gesture and ‘said, “He understood its weight, its importance and bearings." 
It was a pattern for #11 the officers to follow so they marched before Rige 
don, took his hand and made similar covenants with hime The miistes read » 
that they “gave vent by words and tearseeepen or language cannot paint before 
the mind and scene." When Rigdon's brother stepped forward he “recounted over 
the history of their youth, the scenes of early life and their present union 
in the kingdom of heaven," At this point. "the whole anes melted into tears," 
And thus ended the long Monday morning assnion. 

"Monday afternoon, April 7, 1845: Rigdon proposed that a comnittee 
draft, "a preamble and resolutions expressive of the views and feelings of 
this Kingdon, relative to the people of Nauvoo." He then delivered a sermon 
on “the "Kingdom" at which time he told his officials that everything "must be 
done by unanimous consent, one dissenting voice against & matter kills it." 
He also told them "the kingdom is yourse” He informed his listeners why God 


said he would set up a Kingdom in the last days. "It was because righteousness 
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“lige 
had departed from the earth, and iniquity prevailed, and if the Savior 
come and found the whole world in iniquity, he would eurse the whole earth 
eee Before your eyes you have a pattern of iniquity in Neuvoo which is governed 
by principles the very opposite of the kingdom of heaven."  fhis-session- be- 
gan by the. opposite.of-the- kingdom-of-heaven." This session began by the cone 
gregation singing "Behold the Glories of the Lambs" and it ended with "The 
Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burning," 

Tuesday morning; The sume type of meeting continued. Fourteen 
missionaries were appointed to begin their lebors in various sections of the 
countrys Along with the publication of the minutes the editor inserted the 
following: "We have just received the stertling intelligence, that at 52 
minutes past 3 o'clock Pes, on Monday, the 7th of April, the City of Mexico 
was nearly destroyed by an earthquekes=-Our readers will bear in mind that 
that was the! very day on which the Kingdom of God was orgenized in this city." 


Wednesday afternoon: It seems that in spite of former revelations 





Rigdon was still unsettled on certain points up to this date. After the con- 
gregationosang, "Arise, Arise, With Joy Survey," Rigdon opened the meeting 
wiih the following statement: 

mw Since the commencement of this conference I have had one unceasing 
Gesire, deep and intense... to have the matter forever put at rest, whether 


God would accept our workee. The Spirit whispered me this morning to set apart 
some brethren, and consecrate them to God, in a room in my own house, which 


I didees and after washing and annointing, and the Patriarchal seal, as the 


Lord had directed me, we kneeled and in solemn prayer asked God to accept 

the work we had done; during the time of the prayer there appeared over our 
heads; in the room a ray of light forming a hollow square, inside of which 
stood a company of heavenly messengers, each with a banner in his hand, with 
their eyes looking downward Upon USeees there also appeared heavenly mes« 
Sengers on horseback with crowns upon their heads, and plumes fleating in 

the air, dressed in glorious attire until, like Elisha we cried in our hearts, 
"the chariots of israel, and the horsemen thereof;" even my little son of 


fourteen years of age saw the vision, and gazed with great astonishment, 
‘ 


6 ic iiyaelioma he thought his imagination was running away with him, after 
whieh we arose and lifted our hends to heaven in holy convocation to God, 
at which time, it was shown an angel in heaven registering the acceptance 
of that organization by our heavenly Father, is now forever at rest, 


‘ . LESLIE TAL A EE Test 
Ibid., p. 185. 
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One would think that such a vision as the one deséribed above would 
signify that the "kingdom" was perfect in the sight of heaven. Tor two more 
days there was # continuous round of "solemn" covenant makings, “washings, 
anointings, and sealings." One covenant which he described as “solemn, sub- 
lime, and grand" was “to bind the hearts of the fathers to the children and 
the hearts of the children to the fathers." Another covenant was somewhat 
on the order of ancient magic. ‘The saints had organized the Kingdom as Daniel 
said it should be organized and as God had revealed it to Rigdon; therefore, 
they could force God's hand. This wasto be done by binding "the ‘heavens by 
a covenant that his Kingdom.eseemay triumph." This heaven=binding covenant 
was “entered into before God, by all standing on their feet, with their 
hands lifted to heaven, while the President (Rigdon) pronounced the covenant, 
which was sealed by a loud Amen of every individual." 

The Thursday (April 10, 1845) on which a session of their confer= 
ence was held, the city of Pittsburg long remembered. On that date a large 
percentage of the entire city was destroyed by fire. It was the worst calemity 
that had ever befallen Pittsburg up to that time. Rirdon and his followers 
took a good share of the credit of preventing the City's entire destruction. 
The following appears in the conference minutes: 

This was the afternoon of the great fire which desoleted our city. 
While we were thus organizing the Kingdom of God, end consecrating the officers 
thereof, to the Most High, our city was fast laying in ruins by the violence 
of firese.s In the closing prayer, for the adjournment, President Rigdon - 
presented before the Lord the deep distress... of the cityeee The conference 
Joined with all feelings of their soul. During this prayer, an escort of 
heavenly messengers that had hovered around during the time of the conference, 
were seen leaving the woom, the course of the wind was instantly changed, and 
the violence of the flames were stayed, and our city saved from entire over- 
throwe+ 

Some of Rigdon's followers caught a portion of his fire and 


enthusiasm eat the conferences MeoLellin testified to the congregation that 


Messenger and Advocate, pp. 168-89 for Conference Report. 
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he had seen the vision of the horses and the plumed riders, mentioned by 
Rigdon, and before adjournment took place he related a revelation which God 
had granted unto him and Joseph Colee It had reference to what should be done 
with “the bones of said Joseph Cole." Cole was shown in vision that he would 
"be slain before the coming of the Savior. ‘The revelation had required on the 
pert of Brother MeLellin, that he should enter into a covenant with brother 
Cole, to carry his bones with him, as the bones of Joseph carried out of . 
Egypt, until the kingdom of God should meet desus upon Mount Olivet." MeLellin 
had some of his enthusiasm left after he started his missionary work. He 
wrote ts the Editor of The Messenger and Advocate (p.253); 

I tell you brethren I am a living miracle of preaching. I preach about 
all the time when I am awake, and I dream about the things of the Kingdom when 
I sleep. Not one flitting ever’ of unhappiness has rolled across my heart--so 
fer as my religion is concerned, since the 6th of April. 

there is no evidence available as to the icmher that Rigdon attracted 
to his conference in 1845, but from the fact that the minutes are silent on 
the subject, one suspects the gathering was not numerous. Whetever the nunber 
ete it may have been the largest group that ever assembled to call him "president, 
Prophet, Seer, Siielator: veinebaber end Trustee and Trust" to the "Church of _ 
Christ." He visited Kirtland abe cities throughout New Mngland and attempted { 
Ss elilee disciples about him. Many times people flocked to his meetings to 
hear his Neletes oe the "polygemous Mormons" at Nauvoo; but few came to be 
instructed in his way of salvation. 

| Tarough visions, revelations, prophecies, and optimistically written 

articles he attempted to hold a following and make new disciples, but eventually 
he found hthiaae” Abohbé Most of his followers seem to have shifted to the 
"Reorganized L.D.eS. Church,” which denounced polygemy from its beginning; and 
in the face of abundant evidence to the contrary, they have maintained that 


the Mormon Prophet never taught such a doctrine at any time. 
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When Nauvoo fell before the mobbers, its citizens driven out and 
its temple destroyed, Rigdon and his followers looked upon it as the fulfille 
ment of his prophecy concerning the places Very likely he eid his devout 
followers were greatly excited when the Civil war began because he predicted 
that a great war in America would be the beginning of the great conflict which 
would usher in Christ's reign. However, no records are available on the 
subject. 
A brief notice is made in 1869 by the President of the “Reorgenized 
LeDeSs Church"® that "about fourteen or fifteen families" were gathered “et 
Attica, Marion County, Iowa, the place appointed by Sidney for the gethering 
of the saints." This little gathering was under the direction of Stephen 
Post." | 
bby In 1863 Sidney Rigdon's son, John We Rigdon® crossed the plains on 
his way to California. While passing through Salt Lake City he visited sone 
of his boy-hood playmates of Nuuros days. He alao visited Brigham Young who 
had been the waceiental vivir bein’ his father. in response to Brighan 
Young's urgent request he wrote to his father and extended the Mormon leader's 
invitation for him to woe and reside in Salt Leke City. His invitation was 
Ldids? debepwar, Rigdon retuned to make senen with Brigham Young though he 
would have been well-treated the remainder of his days had he been willing to 
@o 80.4 
, - In the Kirtland days of the Mormon Church, Brigham Young had slept 


on guard on Rigdon's floor, looking after the safety of his Master, like a 





lipid., ppe 114-15. 

2Chureh History, V, 538. 

Sinprovenent -. Ili, 698. 

%artin Harris had been exceptionally active against Brigham Young 
after the death of the Prophet. At one time he made a trip to England, hoping 
to turn converts from the Utah Mormons. However, in his old age some Mormon 
Elders found him in poverty at his old home in Kirtland, Ohio. They told 
Brigham Young about the old man. He was invited to move to Utah; the 
invitation was accepted much to the satisfaction of M. Harris and the Utah 


Mormons. Perhaps, Rigdon would have received similar treatment had he accepted 
the invitation. 
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faitaful watch=dog. Rigdon died in 1876 and Brigham Young died the next year. 
The latter died a rich and powerful figure, leaving an imprint on the social, 
economic, and religious life of thousa ds of peoples He proved to be one of 
the most successful colonizers of modern times. On the other hand Rigdon died 
in poverty and obscurity. He had planted but he did not enjoy a harvest. 

Like a fire ball which is thrown in the night, he bounced from one section to 
another until at last he settled down end the flame became extinguished, 

The latter yeors of his long life were spent at the home of his son- 
in-law, Eerl Wingate, at Friendship, Allegheny County, New York. There he 
died on July 14, 1876. An obituary eketoh of him which wes published by a 
local paper follows; 


He was approached by the messengers of young Joseph Smith of Plano, 
Ill., but he refused te converse or answer any communication which in any way 
would bring him into notice in connection with the Mormon Church of today. 
it was his daily custom to visit the post office, get the deily paper, read 
and eonverse upon the chief topics of the day. He often engaged in a friendly 
dispute with the local ministers, and always ceme out first best on New 
festement doctrinal matters, Patriarchal in appearance, and kindly in address, 
he was often approached by citizens and Strangers with a view of obtaining 
Something of the unrecorded mysteries of his life; but citizen, Stranger, and 
persistent reporter all alike failed in eliciting any information as to his 
knowledge of the Mormon imposture, the motives of his early life, or the | 
religious faith, fears, and hopes of his d@lining years. Once or twice he 
Spoke excitedly, in terms of scorn, of those who attributed to him the manu- 
Paeture of the Mormon Bible; but beyond this, nothing. His library was small; 
he left no manuseripts, and refused persistently to have a picture of himself 
takens It can only be said thet he was a compound of ability, versatility, 
honesty, duplicity, and mystery.1 








e Linn, op. cits, pp. 319-20. 
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CONCLUSION 


“Many of the ‘facts aha bi to the life of Sidney Rigdon are wat 
available, He did not keep a diary, or a Journal, ene after his death he was 
not considered of » sufficient beenriees to justify the careful research of 
the historical avudent. Moreover, great port tion of the information which 
hes come down i us concerning him, has been written by people who looked 
upon him as an apostate and eneny. The various "sketches" which have been 
preserved chy ie 3 bring the reader al nee to the man and in each Case long 
ve of his nel are Ante blank. Occasionally one encounters conflicting 
dates, | | 

| The periods of ads ene are due te the fact that at such tines, re 
‘ited an inactive sha or i work was so bay te ge and uneventful that 
nothing « of interest Was Nidlentd to the weiter, The conflicting dktes are the 
result of carelessness in some cases end at other times well-known facts 
ai howe distorted to satisty the needs of a Pingel of Bai gp periods of 
silence and conflicting dates ae “ point to a life of seereny, and acts 
va cunning and wilful imposition. Risdon was e "nystery" man only to those 
ai flatly denied ae “eyhe abo yh of a life waich he continued to tell 
; unt] he Was foromd ‘yar si dines by the constant attenpt of interviewers to 
wrest a "confession" from hime He was not the "real founder of Mormonism" 
or the "seoret author of the Book of Mormons " 

Mexander Campbel had a b erent influence upon the tales thinking 
of Pipa. He net Rigdon when the latter was beginning his career as an un- 
sitanved Baptist preacher. Rigdon became electrified with the Scot's 
bana ys that Christendom h: had drifted for from "The Ancient Order of Things." 
He tealously worked with his brother-in-law Bentley, Walter Scott, and the 


ise to spread the "Reformation" ideas among the Baptists of the 
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of the Mahoning Association. After several years (in 1830) Rigdon eventually 
olashed with Campbell over the question of what should be ineluded in the 
"Restoration." Rigdon believed that. the New Testanent teught comaunism and 
that it should be "restored," Campbell held that communisn vwas not an 
"essential," 

Rigdon's educational and religious background made him a ready 
convert to Mormonism, It was not difficult for him to believe in a “Res tora= 
tion" through angelic visitations, revelations and visions. For several 
years he had been working with a group of preachers who believed that the 
Lord would soon return to the earth. Within « few deys after reading the 
Sook of Mormon he became convinced that it was a divine record, and he held 
steadfastly to that belief for the remainder of his life. He was baptized 
into the Mormon Church and had accepted its fundamental teachings before he 
met Joseph Smith. 

Rigdon was en important convert to Mormonism.e His native eloquence 
Was unsurpassed emong the group, and his former experience a.&@ a preacher 
among the "Cempbellites" and the Baptists was of great value to the little 
church which was starting on its ways Except for a few wecks, Rigdon was 
the official "spokesman" and right-hand-man of the Prophet for a period of 
over thirteen years. This official position extended fron the second day 
of his meeting of the Prophet down to the time of the latter's death. 

Quitting polygamy, Rigdon accepted every important doctrine, teach= 
ing, and practice of Mormonism down to 1844. He placed the Book of Mormon 
and the revelations of Joseph Smith on an equal with the Bible. He was 
baptized for his dead ancestors and he taught thet 4srael should be gathered 
before the coming of the Lord. 

His chief contributions to Mormonism came during the Kirtland period 


(1831-1837). During thet time he assisted in bringing many into the Mormon 
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fold. He was the daily companion of the Prophet. They had revelations to- 
gether, travelled together, suffered together and jointly directed and advised 
the fast growing somaunity. The “Inspired Translation" of the Bible ways 
produced by the Prophet at a time waen Rigdon was his daily companion, 
Rigdon wrote many Sermons, monorials, magazine articles and was at least 
the joint-author of many early Mormon doeuments which bear the authorship of 
"The First Presidency." He was the author of a series of “Lectures on Faith" 
which were looked upon by his contemporaries as being second only to the 
revelations of the Prophet. He was always called upon to address the people 
on an important occasion whether it wes at the dedication of a temple or 
the eelebration of the Fourth of dulye 

In the economic and practical affairs of Mormonism Rigdon made few 
contributions. His enthusiasm and flery oratory would inspire zealous 
activity, but he did not possess the characteristics which make for colon= 
ization and city-building. His oratory was achief factor in the Mormon 
Missouri troubles, and the financigl erash at Kirtlond was per tly due to 
policies which were sponsored and advanced by him. Perhaps the break between 
him and tie Prophet at Nauvoo was due, in part, to the rapid growth and 
prosperity of the city and Rigdon's incompatibility to such things, 

Rigdon was a firm believer in revelations and visions. He claimed 
to have had supernatural experiences before he met the fYrophet. The revelation 
which is still considered by Mormons +o be outstanding, was given jointly 
to Rigdon and the Vrophet. After leaving the Mormon group he still claimed 
to hear God's voice and enjoy the visitation of angels. 

In spite of his seniority of twelve years, or his superiority as 
& preacher, he wes always officielly and actually kept in an inferior position 
to the one held by the Prophet. There never Was an intimate state of comrade- 


Ship between the two. Within two years after their meeting, the young Prophet 
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openly disciplined snd hwailieted him, end from the close of the Missourd 
period until his death the Prophet tried to rid himself of his "spokesmen," 

Rigdon paid dearly for all the satisfactions that may have come 
to him while he was a Mormon. When he left the "“Cenpbellite™ group he was 
accused by his former associates of being insincere or insane. later his 
enemies accused him of stealing the "Spaulding Manuseript” and it was 
generally accepted by non-Mermons that he was guilty of fraud. He suffered 
severly fron forced exposure and imprisomment. He was seriously ill for 
long periods as a result of harsh treatment. During a mob scene he was beaten 
to a State of unconsciousness. lle Saw young men come into the church with 
considerable respect, if not awe, for his titles and reputed learning and 
within a comparatively short time these same men dared to unite and oppose 
hime The day he was excommunicated from the Mormon Church he was worse off 
than he had been fourteen years before wien he broke with Alexander Campbell. 

In his young manhood he was considered by his associates on the 
frontier, as amen of promise. He had an impressive personality. Upon 
Slight sequaintance it was common for him to be mistaken for oman of con~ 
siderable intellect and learning. This was ofttimes accentuated by finding 
him surrounded by unsehooled end uneultured people. He had ea ready speech 
in private conversation and when not excited he mainteined a dignified bearing. 
At his best he could lift ao congregetion to irresistable exotionsl flights 
through his native eloquence, 

Unfortunately, due to a fatal mentel end emotional instebility 
Rigdon suffered much in life. In calm surroundings he was far sbove his 
general associates, but when excited he said and did things which were 
extreme end fenciful, and in some cases showed evidence of a disordered 


mind. Perhaps the’ naive Stetement of Bishop Whitney explains to a great 


} Ea) a ae 
rere mey ran é BDA a Re 2 OR MT AY BY A Hy Sat 
pat} thy Gato 4 dh 


busvoawih ett to eadle ont. woe ite ‘hital basket, | 
*, ccommedtoge” wil to re bwlenthes bet: all hein oltegoret oad saws cene-atem satel’ | 
asco ova yom tadd emoidootaites add Lie ei yieb tag nobygtit doit ind 





eew 64 quoty “eadilfedqasd" oct titel od iwi ,comoM o wew ext ‘ie Lite nated te . 
eli soto  .omeent to oteonient gato. to node ioowes ‘tema’ ast ‘Yd beewooe 
sew ob bee) “dgitoavnell geiblueg’" enh gaileeds to mid bo avooa ‘evitawiee’ 
bewwetinva of siveatt to tiling eaw ec verd anomolanen yd bodqevos yilereneg: 
“ot ELE ylavoluse eew ei ,Jdnentioeitum bis eimeoqzue’ beow? wort ybteree’ 
tetaed. asw of gosea dem # gaint towne ty awd Le diveex aw aa abotnog git : 
titiw downde edd etal emno sen gavoy wee oll .caananokoamobew to’ whats a or 
bas yekrwel bedvget bne eeléid etd tod’ swe dom Dt Weoyaot Sidetwbhanon 
zoo. brie ed Late oy beteb rem tama eeodd. omit dtoda yioviteateqeo: a sudvlchbw 
tao senow aaw “i dows) seamed, elt sit Sich hiaiebbicibaiibial on ysb ont wake 
sSlodgme) webmexolh dt dr eioud oc nedw oioted eisey coadiwe? seed bark gil tendd 

ond mo nodsiooees, aid. yd botmbienoo esw ed Soorlemny ‘gawoy- eld of mets id? ; 

fo) Voilsucarog eviegoiget ae bas ef -eblaorg To neat see “ywebsnort : 
 etteo ‘Lo tem o tol aetedalm ed of ind io. nommeo saw Fh comstadaupes digtie 

gaibat? yd Legeutneocs vomidd Lo: aaw: Bid? ogakotaed: bas dootlodab td fa te. 










tlomeqa ybeot s bad: el velqoed bowd luo: bw be loodowan gd | basses 
en ree # senedaion out bet toxie tom cote bow soksnenrane 8: avin 


aid evoda tat baw oui, spetbaverr alee a seth a a 
enw tote psgmiaty vite ban bine od bedtoxe: este ae . 


aera 2 et. toon nd ole 


i Me 7 ae ee theyll. ict: tal 9 av 


1 b2— 


extent the cause of Rigdon'’s social and religious maladjustments: 


"T was 
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well acquainted with Elder Rigdon a number of years before he ceme into the 
Church. I never had any confidence in him as a revelator, and 3 
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He was always either in the bottom of the cellar or up in the garret window. "1 
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APPENDICES 
APPENDIX J 


SOME OF THE IMPORTANT DaTES IH THE LIFE OF SIDNEY RIGDON 


1793 (Feb. 19) Rigdon was born at Piny Fork, Alleghany County, Pennsylvania. 
1817 ("In the Fall") He “professed religion;* Joined the Regular Baptists. 


1818~1819 (During the Winter) He studicd under the Baptist preacher, Mr, 
Clark. 


1821-1822 (sonetine during the winter) He was called to Pittsburg as pas- 
tor of the First Regular Baptist Church. A, Campbell en- 
Couraged the appointment, 

1825 Was As Campbell's companion on a 300 mile trip. Kept notes at the 
MeCalla=Campbell debate. ‘The published aecount of the debate 
was taken largely from Rigdonts notes. 

1824 (Perhaps in Aug.) He was checked upon by the Association for teaching 
false doctrine. His withdrawal was little short of « dis- 
missal. 


1826 He moved to Bainbridge, Geauga County, Ohio.e He became a local pastor 
| upon the request of the people. 


1827 He was Called to Mentor, Ohio, as pastor. 


1830 (August) He had a “passage at arms" with his religious captain, A,» 
Cempbell. 


1821-1830 Rigdon had been a strong advocate of "Canpbellisn." 

1850 (Perhaps Nov. 14, ) Rigdon wes baptized into the Mormon Churches 

LUSO (Reni) Ric tad ext xe Palmyra, N.Y. to meet the Mormon Prophet. 

1831 (About the first of Feb.) Rigdon and the Prophet returned to Kirtland 
and for the next seven years it became the headquarters of 
the Mormon Church. gh 

1831 (Aug. 2) Rigdon dedicuted Independence, Missouri, as a "land of Zion." 


1852 (Mar. 25) He was maltreated by a mob at Hiram, Ohio. 
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1832 (April) He visitea Independence with Joseph Smiths 


1833 (Mar. 8) Rigdon is chosen as one of the "First Presidency." 


1833 (July 2) He amd Joseph Smith finish the "Inspired Translation of the. 


Bible," 


1834 (May 3) Rigdon moves that the church be called “The Latter Day Saints." 


1834 (Summer) Rigdon was left in charge at Kirtlend during the Prophet's 


ebsence with "Zion's eanpi" 


He delivered the dedicatory sermon at the completion of the 


1837 (Nove) Rigdon and Joseph Smith met in conference at Far Vest, Missouri, 


1838 (Jane 12) 


Rigdon and Joseph Smith take flight from Kirtland for Mis= 
sourie j 


1838 ("Some time in June.") Rigdon delivered his famous "Salt Sermon™ ag- 


ainst Mormon dissenters. 


1838 (July 4) He delivered an orntion from the text, “Better, far better, 


1838 (Oot. 31) 


1838 (Nove 1) 


to sleep with the dead, than be oppressed among the living." 


Rigdon and the other leading Mormons were taken prisoner 
by the mobemilitia forces, 


Rigdon and several other leading Mormons were sentenced 
to be shot but General Doniphan saved their lives by re= 
fusing to obey the orders of the court martial. 


(1839 (Feb. “About this time") Rigdon was released from Prison in Liberty 


1839 (Oct. 29) 


1841 (Jan. 19) 


1841 (April 6) 
1841 (June 1) 


1841 (Dec. 28) 


jeil, Mo., on bail. 


He started with Joseph Smith and others for Washington, 
D.C., hoping to bring action against the State of Missourie 
Before this time Rigdon had visited the Governors of Tlli- 
nois ad Ioway and had been promised their cooperation. 


Joseph Smith has a revelation advising Rigdon to remain in 
Nauvoo and not to depart for his old home in Pittsburge Per- 
haps it was prior to this that they had “clashed” over Joseph 
Smith proposing marriage to Rigdon's daughter. 


Rigdon delivered an address at the laying of the corner- 
stones of the Nauvoo Tenple. 


Joseph Smith announced that Sidney Rigdon had been ordained 
“A prophet, seer, and revelator." 


He resigned his seat in the city council on account of his 
ill health. He was sick for a long time after his imprison- 
ment in Missouri. 


Sidney Rigdon wes baptized for his dead parents. 
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1842 (Mey 12) Rigdon and the Prophet begin to definitely break as shown 
in a letter which. the latter sent to Rig done 


1843 (Feb.ll) Rigdon was elected city attorney et Nauvoo. Prior to this 
he had been postmaster. 


1843 (Maze 27) Rigdon received a letter from Joseyh Smith accusing him 
bi : of,.conspliracy. 


«843 (00te7-8) At.a conference of the ehusel, Joseph Smith attempts to 
. a have Rigdon, removed fron the Presidency, but in this he is 
_ unsuccessful. : 


1844 (June.27) Joseph Smith was killed. Rigdon had. departed for Pitts~ 
| burg a few days before the murder occurred. He returned 
to Nauvoo and attempted to become the suprene leader of 

the Mormons, but was not successful. 


1844 (Sept. 8) Rigdon was excommunicated from the Mormon Churche 


1845 (Apre6-11) At Pittsburg Rigdon organizes a new chureche It is um 
successful. | 


1876 (July 14), at Friendship, New York, Rigdon dies a disappointed old 
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APPENDIX II 
RIGDON AND THE PROPHET 


"In this trial, Gen. J. He Payne, of Painesville, appeared for 
Newell, md ina quizzical way asked each of theMormon witnesses if he 
believed Joe Smith to be a true prophet. The mewer upon each occasion was 
an emphatic 'Yes.t When Rigdon wes reached with the sane inquiry, he sat 
back in his cheir and coolly responded; ‘Well, I guess he is as much of a 
Prophet as you are, General, or Eber D, Howe, *e=the letter's book against 
Mormonism having already appeared.” 


(From Kennedy, Karly Days of Mormonism, pe158, Footnote, ) 


CLEAN ESTER I, 


APPENDIX III 


RIGDON AND THE PROPHET 


ESR MR ARETE RAB ESEROT 


"While visiting with brother Joseph in Philadelphia, a very large 
church was opened for us to preesh in, and about three thousand people as= 
sembled to hear him. Brother Rigdon spoke first, end dwelt on the Gospel, 
illustrating his doctrine by the Bible. When he was through, brother Joseph 
arose like a lion about to roars; and being full of the Holy Ghost, spoke in 
greet power, bearing testimony of the visions he had seen, the ministering 
of angels whieh he had enjoyed; and how he had found the plates of the Book 
of Mormon, and translated then by the gift and power of God. He commenced 
by saying: ‘If nobody else had the Sourage to testify of so glorious - 
message from Heaven and of the finding of so glorious a record, he felt to 
do it in justice to the people, and leave the event with Ged)? 

"the entire congregation were astounded; electrified, as it were, 
and overwhelmed with the sense of the truth and power by which he Spoke, and 
the wonders which he related, A lesting impression wus made; maay souls were 
gathered into the fold. and I bear witness, that he, by his faithful and 
powerful testimony, cleared his garments of their blood." 


(From the autobiography of the Mormon apostle, P. P. Pratt, pe 330.) 


APPENDIX IV 
(A STORY WHICH CONTRISTS RIGDON AND THE PROPHET) 


"During the time that we were Camping at Adem-on-Diamond, waiting 
to see what would be the result of the quarrel between our Church and the Gen- 
tiles, one Sunday morning (it had rained heavily the night before and the air 
Was cool) the men were shivering over a few firebrands, feeling out of sorts 
and quitecast down. ‘The Prophet came up while the brethren were moping around 
and caught first one and then another and shook them up, and said; 

"tGet out of here and wrestle; jump, run, do anything but mope 
around; warm yourselves up; this inactivity will not do for soldiers,! 

"The words of the Prophet put life and energy into the men. A ring 
was soon formed, according to the custom of the people. The Prophet stepped 
into the ring ready for a tussle with any comer. Several went into the ring 
to try their strength but each one was thrown by the Prophet, until he had 





q ; ies 4 v HEY dee # rca Se BLAU A > : iy rae y i r Se ising iy i 
pe enaang a. rantoue Gamiahaciust.: 
alate srs ay tw i XIDE pice | 
‘ 4 Ny ie Ries eh r Os ¥ 
10, bets dedqs i aiisiewe bck Th eet at -: nee: Soha: ase at 


ad Li “aoe want bw “namtoyets @ iidhe Healad AgiW Lethuy tugs pate  bfowel 3 
eae Holesood dogs Mog “ws mar on? ( tertgoty Bi ae aw st led" a tne aol bevelled 
dee od \yitipst egue edt’ it hw beddney Raw. Mob th wey! yeeY* ofthe - 
ee ee ae ae dees 1, LLaW?  shohmwodeot “ghieiod tik Reds ‘etd: ‘ME Koad 
Pankege Asod hoon dain ‘Oli at inal a woe “o , lester? ,ote woe ‘88 ‘PSedgort 


birds i ee ohne eee otscteeatn 











a3 baron: aig wet tnatn ‘tos Yad’ ttaw abt 
Fe ee I es : $ os} ¢ ad Ras 
j 4 ne pe HIOEEGSK 
ot Deane na seal ‘oma oto at a 
| : eerie AEM cs 
oytet eo a vadtig fakin Lula sk ‘ada! winks’ atte ttebare oLian® Hinton 
~as Glgoaq Heqeworld ” word dadde brie: yak dune Od at 20% henwgo: ‘aie Adasdo 





giequen ond oo “Flows bac ta4ft edbga ‘mdb gth’ tedden _amnbet yded od 9 Lowa 
feral “witoud dgvotdd enw od med 40 Le Le oth yd -entitoob en ‘uty avfonttt | 
SWE aptowa’ deolh elon odd Yo DLwt smbod bee pwr ot: auoday ‘pokt: wolkf erorwe 
gaitodabertin afk ,ceon bed of ettofaty 6At to ‘yuouthdeed - gitaed: gtowog #07: | 
Moet oid. to aadaly ond bavet ‘bret wd. wort fita gbovolme bart od dois aloymea ‘to 

Sexe lined ‘ei bow Le ‘towed ‘bae #ig'ornt yd amdd bodaleneat foe .kOmTOM to 
Gy erokroly of “to Yiidsed ot ojemvoe dat bad oale. yhedon TE! “agahyea iy 

bt tte? Ce “16007 s evoltofy O48 To ghibalt edt to Bae: prewseLi Pot gadenetit 
(EA bOO td br deeve edd ewael Bits jalaqdog elt od) a He 

otow FE ee deltistoele phobmetaa ow avitegetgnoo onthe edt Fy ath naa Wi 
bas Siloge siHoLiw yd ‘tewed “has Adu’ sth tovsenee acts «rat tw Dow. 
stew elvoa yaar gobsik ew mobeaotgme’ paideal A ebede fot of Ao hiw 
bke ell at ala Vio (ed Sant peemtiw weed I baw SbLot pick 
nshools. Shenae me or veh botberrecas a / 




























(088 Gi soeat OE wlbeons sowiot oa awe > elgangatsotie outs bt " ui 
! . a Bt Pe I, We sai meade, ce - sf 


(raves oan oe 
‘ Pas: hoe ie ie ria 
_gntakan haaivutiaisions a: ‘gaigneo pre aes i f 
“09 ond bom dowd) wo teoted Letisip’ elit to thicken | Mes i 
sie oft bik eadtod: teig tan eae ylivdbd honiat bad? seh vl 1 
adios to dee gailowt  abatdveds? tet » eve pad owt 
basots yotgom ommw ssuiterd ef? olldw qu ome sotigett et? 
wdieo bee qe sodt wdoore bas seddoma decd bras, ©. 
oy dud antueyts ob wavs .qiwt, gelteew boa eted 2 
‘aatolbfoe wh ob ton LLty ybbritoaat hema 
ati A stem uit otni yyrene bee tht esd: f 
‘beqqets tedqeds exit ms ab ould ‘to im sh 
guts edd etni drew is ‘ 


woves § ; wit : ri m ‘ 
oi Banal oat Sidex taticn 5 ith. Ye 


4 he 7 Abe r, <a ayy 
Lage mai erate, Ve 
ri i ; 


-167= 


thrown several of the stoutest of the men present, ‘Then he stepped out of 
the ring and took aman by the arm and led him in to take his place, and so 

it continuede-the men who were thrown retiring in favor of the successful Ones 
A man would keep the ring so long as he threw his adversarye 


"The style of wrestling varied with the desires of the parties, 
The kastern men, or Yankees, used Square hold, or collar and elbow; those from 
the Middle states side hold, and the Southern end Western men used breeches 
hold and old Indien hug or back hold. If & man was hurt he stood it without 
amurmur; it was considered sowardly and childish to whine when thrown or hurt 
in. the falls. 
| “While the sport was at its height Sidney Rigdon, the mouthpiece of 
the Prophet, rushed into the ring, sword in hand, and seid that he would not 
suffer a lot of men to break the Sabbath day in that maner. Por a moment all 
were silent. Then one of the brethren, with more presence of mind than the 
others, said to the Prophet; : | 
Ou -o"'Brother Joseph we went you to clear us from blame,for we formed 
the ring by your request. You told us to wrestle, amd now Brother Rigdon is 
bringing us to account for ite! | 
"The Prophet walked into the ring and said, as he made a motion with 
his hand: 
"Brother Sidney, you had better get out of here and let the boys 
alone; they are amusing themselves according to my orders. You are sn old 
mane You go and get ready for meeting end let the boys alone.' Just then 
catching Rigdon off his guard, as quick as a flash he knocked the sword from 
Rigdon's hand, then caught him by the shoulder, and said; ‘Now, old man, you 
must go out, or I will throw you down? | 
"Rigdon was as large a man as the Prophet, but not so tall. ‘The 
prospect of a tussle between the Prophet and the mouthpiece of the Prophet 
wes fun for all but Rigdon, who pulled back like « crawfish; put the re= 
sistance was useless, the Prophet dragged him from the ring, bareheaded, and 
tore Rigdon'’s fine pulpit coat from the collar to the waist; thon he turned 
to the men and saids : } 
) "%Go on, boys, end have your fune You shall never have it to say 
that I got you into any tiouble thet I did not get you out ofs' 
"Rigdon complained about the loss of his hat and the tearing of 
his coate The Prophet said to him: 
ono "t¥ou were out of your pTace. Always keep your place and you will 
not suffers but you got a little out of your place and you have suffered for 
ite You have no one to bleme but yourself, ' 
hs “After that Rigdon never countermanded the orders. of the Prophet, 
to my knowledge; he knew who was boss." | : 


. (Je De Lee, ThelMormon Menage.) (This book is generally considered 
by Mormons as quite untrustworthy. Lee was convicted for. the murder of the 
overland tourists at "The Mountain Meadows." He wrote his confessions shortly 
before he was executed. He pleces much of the bleme upon Brigham Young and 
attenpts to clear himself from the responsibility. I cannot detect any reason 
why he should record the above unless it was an interesting experience in 
his life. I include it here, leaving the reader to evaluate it.) 
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APPENDIX V 
RIGDON. AND BRIGHAM YOUNG 


“One more anecdote of hime At the time when through the zeal of 
noble Judge McKean, the Utah kingdom seemed about to collapse, Sidney wrote 
to Brigham that he would save the church if Brigham would give him one hundred 
thousand dollars in gold... Brighem was sick when the letter came. When he got 
better it was read to hin. Rolling over in his bed slowly he drawled out; 
‘I wonder if Sidney wouldn't take one hundred thousend dollars in reenbacks?! 
i have this delightful little story from an ex-Mormon, who used to be at home 
at the 'Lion House." 


(The above is taken fron bre Wyl's Mormon Portraits. This is a 
most untrustworthy book from the hand of a German who visited Salt Lake City 
with the purpose of collecting all the damaging stories available for the 
anti-Mormon presse I leave the above anecdote's worth to. the judgment of 
the reader.) | 


APPENDIX IV. 
AN ACCOUNT OF RIGDON'S EFFECTIVE OR TORY 


"The preaching of Rigdon in these early missionary days was marked 
by an unwonted power and fervor, whether from an ambitious desire to make a. 
success of the strange cause he had espoused, or because his heart had in 
reality been touched by some new ray of spiritual light. In illustration of 
this point, the following from the pen of thelate John Barr, of Cleveland-« 
an authority upon matters of Western Reserve history=-will be found of exceed= 
ing interest. Said her "In 1830 I was deputy sheriff, and being at Villoughby 
on official business determined to g9 to Mayfield, which is seven or eight 
miles up the Chagrin River, and hear Cowdery and Rigdon on the revelations of 
Mormonism. Varnem J. Card, the lawyer, end myself started early Sunday morn- 
ing on horseback. We found the roads crowded with people going in the same 
directions. ; i oat) ne " | 
resis .. “Services in the church were opened by Cowdery, with prayer and 
Singing, in which he thanked God fervently for the new revelation. He related 
the manner of finding the golden plates of Nephi. He was followed by Rigdon, 
@ femous Baptist preacher, well known throughout the eastern part of tae West- 
ern Reserve, and alse in Western Pennsylvenia. His voice and mamner were 
alweys imposing. He wes regarded a& an eloquent man at all times, and now 
he seemed fully aroused. He said he had not been satisfied in his religious 
yearnings until nows st night he had often been unable to sleep, walking and 
praying for more light and comfort in his religion. While in the midst of 
this agony, he heard of the revelation of Joe Smith, which brother Cowdery 
had explained. Under this his soul suddenly found peace. It filled all his 
espiretions.e on : 
7 “tat the close of a long harangue in this earnest memner, during 
which every one present was silent, though very much affected, he inquired 
whether any one desired to come forwerd and be immersed. Only one man arose. 
This was an aged dead=beat by the name of Cahoon, who occasionally joined the 
Shakers, and lived on the country generally. | 
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“'Tne place selected for immersion was in a clear pool in the 
river above the bridge, around which was a beautiful rise of ground on the 
west side for the audience. On the east bank was a sharp bluff and some stumps, 
where Mre Card any myself stationed ourselves. The time of baptism was 
fixed at two P.M. Long before this hour the Spot was surrounded by as many 
people as could have a clear view. Rigdon went into the pool, which, at the 
deepest, was about four feet, and after 5 suitable address with prayer Cahoon 
gave one of his most powerful exhortations. The assembly became greatly af 
fected. As he proceeded he called for ths Converts to step forward. They 
Cane through the crowd in rapid succession to the number of thirty and were 
immersed, with no intermission of the discourse on the part of Rigdon. 

"Mire Card was apparently the most radical, stoical of men=<of 
Glesr, unexcitable temperament, with unorthodox and vague religious ideas, 
While the exciting scene was transpiring below us in the valley and in the 
pool, the faces of the crown expressing the most intense emotion, Mr. Card 
suddenly seized my arm snd Said, 'Take me away;! taking his arm I saw his 
face was so pale that he seemed ‘to be about to faint. His frame trembled as 
we walked away and mounted our horses. We rode a mile toward willoughby be- 
fore a word was said. Rising the hill out of the valley he seemed to recover 
and said: ‘Mr. Barr, if you had not been there I certainly should have gone 
into the water." He said the impulse was irresistible," 


(The above is taken from Kennedy, arly Days of Mormonisn, ppe 
92-04; it appears from his footnote (p.92) that he found the story in 
Lippincott 's Magazine, 1880, pe209, under the title of "The Early Days of 


Morne om," by Bs Ge Mather. The article is obviously an exaggeration and 
perhaps it did not occur in 1830; still it shows thet Rigdon could stir people. ) 





APPENDIX VII 
ORATION BY SIDNRY RIGDON AT FAR WEST, MISSOURT 


JULY 4, 1838. 


Texts-="Better, far better, to sleep with the dead than be oppressed 
anong the living." 


Friends and fellow citizens;--By your request, I am called upon 
to address you this day, under circwnstances novel to myself, and, I presume, 
as much so to most of you; for however frequently we may have met our fellow 
Citizens, in times past, in the pleces of our nativity, or of our choice, to 
mingle our feelings with theirs, end unite with them in grateful acknow= 
ledgments to our Divine Benefactor, on the anniversary of our national ex 
istence,we have never before been assenbled by reason of our holy religion, 
for which cause along a very large majority are here today. But though our 
residence here is far from the sepulchres of our fathers, and from the lands 
of our nativity and former choice; and our association here, as novel and as 
strange to ourselves as it could be to ahy portion of our fellow men; 
still, we hail the return of the birthday of our liberties with no less feel- 
ings of joy end gratitude, nor no less desire for the prosperity and contin- 
uance of the fabric of our national government inspires our breasts this day, 
than when met in the mixed assemblies of all religions, as in times past, in 
the lands of our nativity. Wor, indeed, could it otherwise bes fram our 
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infancy, we have been traditionated to believe ours to be the best govern- 
ment in the world. Our fathers, our neighbors, and our associates ih life 
have extolled its excellence to the highest pinnacle of fame in our ears, 
even before we were capable of judging of its merits for ourselves, or were 
able to form an estimate of its worthe AS we advanced in life, we heerd 
nothing else from our statesmen and neroes but the perfection and excellence 
of our public institutions, and the Superiotiry of our government over ali 
the governments of the wrid, whether they existed in former or letter tines, 
It is the government under which we were born and educated, or else we 
exchenged enother for it, with whose form we were satisfied, and in exchange 
gave this the preference, and Sought, by removal to enjoy its benefits, ¥e 
have been taught from our cradles to reverence the Pathers of the Revolution, 
ang venerats the very urns which contain the ashes of those who sleep; snd 
every feeling of our hearts resconds in perfect wison te their precept. Our 


us from oppression. On it towers the flag of freedom, snd invites the op= 
pressed to enter, and find sn esylum;--under the sefeguerd of its constitution 
the tyrant grasp is unfastened, and equal rights end privileges flow to every 
part of the grand whole. Protected by its laws, and defended by its powers, 
the oppressed and persecuted saint Can worship under his own vine and fig-tree, 
and none can molest or make him afraid. We have always conteapleted it, and 
do now, as the only true fabric of freedom and bulwerk of our liberty in the 
world. [Its very existence has taught the civilized world, far surpassing 
those of a Pitt, a Wilberforce, 2 Canning, or a Grey, and has cast ail their 
eiforts in the shade for ever: it has stood, and now Stands, as the arbiter 
of the world, the judge-of the mations, end the rebuker of tyrants throuzhout 
the world: it is the standerd of freedom, both civil amd religious. By its 
existence, the fears of the superstitious have been swept away, a8 a refuge 

of lives and the rights of man have been restored, and freedom, both political 
and religious, have been made to triumph. Our govermnent is know throughout 
the civilized world, as the Stendard of freedon, Civili, religious end political; 
by it ere the-acts of all nations tried: and it serves to expose the frauds, 
the deceptions and erafts of the old world, in atteapting to palm upon the 
people monarehy and aristocracy for republicanisa and freedom. So powerful 
has been its influence, that the hand of the Oppressor, even in the old world, 
has been iigatened--tyrants heve been made to treable, end oppressors of man- 
kind have been filled with feer, Tarones, if they have not been cast down, 
have been stripped of their terror, and the oppressed Subject has been meesurably 
delivered from his bondage. Having been rocked in the cradle of liberty, and 
educated in the school of freedom, all our prejudices and prepossessions are 
deeply rooted in favor of this Superlative excellence of a goverment from 
which all our privileges and enjoyments heve flow. We are wedded to it by 
the greatest ties,--bownd to it by cords es strong as death,--to preserve 
which should be our thought and our aim, in all our pursuits, to maintain 
its constitution inviolable, its institutions uncorrupted, its lews un- 
Violated, end its order unchanged, 


\ 


. There is ons thing, in the midst of our political differences, which 
ought to create feelings of joy and gratitude in every heart, and in the 
bosom of every well-wisher of mankind, that all parties in politics express 


and unbreken, and only differ about the means to accomplish this object== 
So deSirable, as expressed by ail parties. And while this, indeed, is the 
object of parties in this republic, there is nothing to fear; the prospects 
for the future will be as flattering as the past, in celebrating this, the 
anniversary of our independence; all party distinctions should be forgotten 
--all religious differences should be laid aside. ‘Xo are members of our 
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Sommon republic, actually dependent on « faithful execution of its laws 

for. our protection in the enjoyment of our civil, politicsl, and religious 
privileges: all have a common interest in the preservation of the Union, 

end in the defence snd support of the constitution. Northern, southern, and 
western interests ought to be forgotten, or lost, for the time being, in the 
more noble desire to preserve the Union;-—we-canhoét, by rendering it to pieces, 
In the former, there is hope; in the latter, there is feer--in one, peace; 

in the other, war. In times of peace it ought to be our aim and our ob ject 
to strengthen the bonds of the Union, by cultivating peace and goodewill 

emong ourselves; and in timesofwar, to meet our foes sword in hand, and 
defend our rights st the expense of life. For whet is life, when freedom 

has fled? It is a name~-a bubb le: "Better far Sleep with the dead, than be 
oppressed among the living." All attenpts, on the part of religious aspirants, 
to unite church end state, ought to he repelled with indignation, and every 
religious society supported in its rights, and in the exercise of its conscient- 
ious devotions--the Mehommeden, the pagen, and the idolater not excepted-- 

and be partakers equally in the benefits of the government: for if the Union 
is preserved, it will be endesring the people to it; and this can only be done 
by securing to ell their most sacred rights. The least deviation from the 
strictest rule of right, on the part of any portion of the people, or their 
public servants, will create dissatisfaction; that dissetisfaction will end 
in strife,--strife, in war,--war, in the dissolution of the Union. Tt is on 
the virtue of the people that depends the existence of the government, and 
not in the wisdom of legislators, Wherefore serveth laws (it matters not how 
righteous in thenselves), when the people, in violation of then, tear those 
rights from one another, which they (the laws) were designed to protect? If 
we preserve the nation from ruin, and the people from war, it will be by 
securing to others whet we clain ourselves, and being as zealous to defend 
enother's rights es to secure our om. if, on this day, our fathers pledged 
their fortunes, their lives and their sacred honors, to one another, and to 
claims which they represented to be free, or to lose all earthly inheritance 
(not life and honor excepted), so ought we to follow their example, and pledge 
our fortunes, our lives and our sacred honors, as their children and their 
successors, in maintaining inviolable whet they obteined by their treasure 

and their blood. With holy feelings, sacred desires and grateful hearts to 
our Divine Benefactor, ought we to perform the duties of this day, and enjoy 
the privileges which, as saints of the Living God, we enjoy in this land of 
liberty end freedom, where our most sacred rights, even thet of worshipping 
our God according to his will, is secured wito us by law; and our religious 
rights so identified with the existence of the nation, that to deprive us 

of them will be to doom the nation to ruin, and the Union to dissolution} 


It is now three-score and two years since the God of our fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac, snd Jacob, caused the proclamation to go forth among the people 
of the continents, that the people of this nation should be free, and that 
over them "kings should not rule and princes decree authority;" and all this 
preparatory of the great purpose which He had designed to accomplish in the 
last days, in the face of all people, in order that the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the world, should come down fron heaven, and reign in Mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalen, and before his ancients gloriously, according to the testi- 
mony of the holy prophets since the wrld@ began: and it is eight years two 
months and twenty-eight days since this church of the last days was organized 
by the revelations of that sanc Jesus, wio is coming to reign before ase 
ancients gloriously--then consisting of six members only. }As its first 
eppeerancs, excitement began to prevail among the people where it made its 
appearance; and as it increased in members, the excitement increased. The 












his " auoigtio th iotaetan (ress err te. oe 
OO! mete, eid te notd wie Ronit act ok, teonstad commodo 
baa qateddsioa gtedtnol saotduditatioe pdt %¢) trom gia Orn 
edt ak. aguied, emis ont nod iteod: YO. _tiattortot po iot: ‘oles ne 
raovelg ot Ds artnobaien ug. sr extaaey orien gto Revs entgdy’ evtese my ode 
 geOgeq ene, mie-ns0t ef atoit ,tedtel ehh ot togod ut eel 

, doetde sie bae mis we ed of diya th egsaq ‘to ecm Ey 

| ELiweboo3, Pits POMEL <3 sopeighiviagn mat reset oat to “ebowd: oat 


 juahonet, nostw. joke: eh Putin ‘to. wotlL: $0, eamegxs: inst das: atighh 

ed medt .baeb edd tim qoole 19% settes" sof ddud as-snmst a ef Jt 

; oe swoigiles to tusg ect oo ,etqaedte £14 “.gatwil: ert ‘Roe we 
yreve brs. otteagiont Aide fig tinge on ‘ot aria sadedR, ete, Homrtle at | 


es mebedgooxe goa: todelobs otis iin: prota otis! ‘hebommecielt ord =manotte ve % sin 
oko. exit Si 0% sdoemntevog orld: oveditiensd, ett mt Ulleups ane 





latieg ed bia 
; ems ed. yl mao, cidd Ame th ot efgoes. wilt, gabteabse od Li dw. bk: Series ‘el 
ee ntokteiveb teaes elt sv ersgit bexoga. dnom whetit LLe ot: 
a 8% 1 tout to ,@iqoes¢ ext to aoitiog yer, to dake ech m6, adrigit! fo: elt” Seadobats 
ae bee, Liiw noitostelstsaekb stadt grottontettseath) oteeto Be 6. a AIREY OB otidug | 
ae HI 
q 








totem edt to noidwloaskh odd at. , Taw, aw oe:  hintes-etiita - mk 
ome "hy ‘Bie themntoveg eit to eonctatxe od. ebnegeb: tans elgoeg edt Lo ouguby woutct 
| ‘we ton eredttan th) ewel ftevies. dxoteiAW rarodalet gel So mobeiw edd. ok ton 
fy ; evade Nest mead ‘to aoiteloty ok, pelqoeg edd sect: ~( sovioemodt ai esowtighs 
ee ai  $tootony oF; bemgizad erie (ewes eit) vedd detdw ,xeddons $0 nd 
(yd ed Siiw ti .tew mett elgoeg edt baw. sie mort noltak edd ev 
‘vbseted of apolees nea gated ban ,eevioowo sislo ow thaw’ ‘etodto. of 











































} ix es hele. asorts t. so .ysbeidd go. 2 4 ae awe: on 98m ot Be 
yoke : (od baa .rertors’ eno pre .Bteson: betose “atent brie ‘gevid | aiedd P tons 
ey eongdinosias yldtise Lie eael of to. ,9er% od ot: hotrare 167, youd roid, amtato . 


ete  egbefo, baa  Lqmxe, todd wellol ot -ow tgs wa: ,(batqeoxe: o 
eS tne ae thet boa meibLive “hedd ox gatoged betse® “ure bes aevil 
eteaeetd stent yf Doskeddo’: gods’ tsdw efdefloival gatcketikas 
i lot edmond Lvtetatg be eerited besone anghiloet ylod AtEW: 
abe ‘bie gyabh aded ter pediuh ost orrotieg od: ow Figo: ote 
do) ‘bhel. aide ae ob ae ow bod geivid et bos atghee om 
- gakgqidaxow to dads iMove ,atigit betoan pom ‘tro: ete tw 
bee bus asoigiies wo baa, peak yd as edi  Deuoe a we) Lite a od garth toon 
eS a aiygeb od tad: odtas ed} ‘to eoneteixe odd ddbw ‘begthheeb t) 
| soktulonath oo wo kall otk bra. thes) un noiten a 


vo DAS i i e Raia 
mes Ff - ra « ih wit a fe , 


eee a uo. ‘to. bop ‘oat ‘haahe: etbey prt | 

est canal ‘ptonwe,.dtxo%: PB oF ‘solcpmalootd edd be ck 
ae | todd, bee eoot hs od bigose. Bolden, eiiisd Phe, elqoe 

oe ae Ihe bow "ay itonsute: beroad ‘weonhiq. baie, edue 
mee edt ak setiquosoa od ‘borgiaab bad ell doldr eso i 
ae i ee ae 08 ‘ont dade sebto ci —— ila to 
a fe nie La sgeeagotonet ak: agen ‘bas rabies no3% aod fo 










#1729 


first atteck made upon it by its enemies wes--false representations end foul 
Slander. By this engine it was assailed fron every quakter, end by ell classes 


~=falsehood efter falschood followed each other in rapid succession, until 
there must have been multitudes of them created in a minute, by thoss em- 
ployed in it, or else they could not have gotten so meny put in circulation, 
This scheme not Succeeding, the enemies had reoourse to persecutions, which 
were multiplied continually, apparently with determination to destroy every 
person who united to aid and assist in bringing forth the work of theLorde 
But all this not Succeeding, according to the expectations of the presenters, 
they united to all this power thet of moby driving men, wonen, md children 
from their houses; dragging them, in the dead hours of the night, out of their 
beds; whipping, tarring, and feathering, and otherwise Shanefully treating 
theme Nor were those means the only ones resorted to, in this work of 
persecution; but, being determined to put an end to the chureh forever, they 
added to all the rest of the meens used=~stealing the property of the Saints; 
also, burning houses, end charging it on their (the Seints') heads, in order 
to raise public indignation against them; and also false Swearing; and, indeed, 
we may add, all other means which the adversery hed in his power te US e=-NoS@ 
thing seene to be left undone thet could be done, by men and demons, in order 
that the purpose of God might fails; but still the object so much desired has 
not yet been obtained. Under all this fire of persecution, the cause has rolled 
on With a steady Course; the increase has been gradual, but eonstent; and the 
church, at this time, numbers meny thousands; some in the old world have be- 
come obedient to the faith; multitudes in the Ganadas, as woll as most parts 
of the United States, During their scenes of persecution, a number of the 
Saints have lost their lives, and other are missing, and it is unknow what 
has become of them; but the presumption is, they have been secretly murdered. 
No country of which we have any knowledge has offered so fair an opportunity 
for determining the great hostility which exists naturally in the humen heart, 
against God and against his work, as this one. In other countries, perseeue 
tions were carried on wder pretext of law; but in this country, where the 
Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of every State in 
the Union, guarantees unto every person the rights of conscience and the 
liberty of worshipping as he pleases, to witness such scenes of persecution 
as those which have followed this church from the beginning, in despite of / 
law, justice, equity end truth, end at war with the very genius of republican 
institutions, and contrary to the design of our goverment, surely evinces 
the depravity of the huaan heart, end the great hostility there exists in 
the hearts of the human family against the wrk and purposes of God; and fully 
confirms the apostles, that the carnal mind is at enmity against God, But, 
notwithstanding all this violence, we even Say as did Paul to ihe Corinthians, 
"We are ‘troubled on every side, yet not destroyed; we are perplexed, but not 
in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyeds" We 
heve, until this time, endured this great weight of affliction, and kept the 
faith. if the ancient saints had to endure as seeing him who is invisible-=- 
so have we: if they had to suffer the contradiction of sinners against then= 
selves=-so have we: if they had to suffer stripes and imprisonments for their 
religion's sake--so have we: if they were journeying in perils of water, in 
perils among robbers, in perils by their own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils smong false brethren, in weariness and painfulness, in watchings, 
often in hunger and thirst, in fastings, often in cold and nakedness--so are 
we; if they had to commend thenselves to God, in much patience, in afflictions, 
in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonment, in tunults, in 
labors, in watchings, in fastings; by pureness, by knowledge, by long suffer- 
ing, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hard and on 
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the left, by honor end dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, 
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well-known; as dying, and, behold! they 
lived; as chastened, and not killed; es sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as 
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing el] thingse- 

so have wet if they went up through much tribulation, emd washed their robes, 
and made then » ite in the blood of the Lambe=so have we to go through as great 
a tribulation; and we trust, in so doing, we will elso wash our robes, and 
meke them white in the blood of the Lamb, 


One cause of our heavy persecution is~-the influence which those 
have in the world whom we heve sevarated from fellowship, of the church for 
their wickedness; who attempted to gratify their vengeance on us, end also 
to hide their own sheme, by foul slanders and base calumny. We were, at one 
time, represented by them es having all things common; at another, as being 
enemies to the céver anon md in other places we were represented to be abole 
itionists; and, indeed, anything they thought best calculated to stir up the 
public mind, cnn to excite public indignation, and, if possible, put an end 
to the work, by sacrificing some of those who were considered as most active 
in. supporting aud defending the cause; but, through the merey of God, we are 
still in existence, and have the Sppertubd ty of joining with you in the pri- 
vileges of this day. In assembling on this occasion, our object is, not only 
to comply with the custom of our nation in celebrating the birthday of our 
liberties, but also to lay the cornerestone of the edifice about to be built 
in this place in honor of our God, to whom we ascribe the glory of our freedom, 
as well as our eternal salvation, and whose worship we esteem of more consequence 
than we do the treasures of Missouri; ready, @ all times, to offer vnto him 
the sacrifice of our first-fruits;} end by uniting persevermce, patient indus- 
try, and faithful devotion to the bause of God, rear this building to his 
neme, designed for the double purpose of a house of worship and an institu- 
tion of leerning, The first floor will be for sacred devotion, end the 
two others for the purpose of education. ‘The building to be one hundred 
and ten feet by eighty, with three floors, and not far from thirty feet between 
the floors; all to be finished according to the best style of such buildings 
in our country: the entire expense celeulated et not fer from one hundred 
.thousand dollars: all, when finished, to stend as a monument of the power 
ef union, of effort, and concert of action. 


Next to the worship of our God, we esteem the education of our 

« ¢hildren, end of the rising generation; for what is wealth without socicty, 
or society without intelligence? And how is intelligence to be obtained?=- 
by educetion. It is that which forms the youthful minds it is thet done 
whieh renders society agreesble, and adds interest and importance. to the wor- 
ship of God. What is religion withovt intelligence?--an enpty sound. Ine 
-%elligence is religion: and religion is intelligence, if it is anything: take 
intelligence fron it, and whut is left?-<a name--a sound, without meanings 

If a person desires to be truly pious in the sight of Ged, he must be pure= 
ly intelligent. Piety without intelligence is peas alge and devotion withe 
out understending is enthusiasm. 


The object of our’ religion is to meke us more intelligent than 

we could be without it,--not so much to meke us accuainted with what we do 
see, a8 with whet we do not see: it is designed to evolve the facultiese-to 
enlighten the understanding--and, through this medium purify the heart. It 

is calculated to make men better, by making them wiser: more useful, by make 
ing then more intelligent--not intelligent on some subjects only, hat on all 
sp Subjects on which intelligence can be obtained: end when science fails, revel- 
ation. supplies its place, and unfolds the secrets ond mysteries of the unseen 
worlde-leads the mind into knowledge of the future existence of men--makes 
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it acquainted with God, its Redeemer, and its associates in the eternal 
mensions; so that, when science fails and philosophy vanishes away, re« 
velstion, more extensive in its operations, begins where they (science and 
philosophy) end, end feasts the mind with intelligence, pure and holy, from 
the presence of God,--tells of eternal mansions of immortel giories, of ever- 
tasting dominions, of angelic throngs, of heavenly hosts, of fleming seraphs, 
of crowns of glory, of palms of victory, of the.saints' eternal triunph 
through a glorious resurrection, of songs of everlasting joy; of God, the Father 
of all; of Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covensnt, and the blood of sprink- 
ling, which speaketh better things then that of righteous Abele It not only 
acquaints us with these eternal things, but it makes known unto us the future 
history of man, time of the purposes of God, which have to be acconuplished 
before the end of all things comes: it warns end forewarns of the wars, the 
pestilence, the famines, the earthquakes, ad the desolations, which are com= 
ing on the eerth; the rising end falling of the nations, and also the deso- 
lations of the earth itself; the falling of the mountains, the rising of the 
valleys, the melting of the rocke, the purifying of the elenents by fire; 
of the sun's veiling his face, the moon's turning to blood, the stars of heaven 
Falling; of the heavens rolling away, as a seroll; of Christ's descending from 
heaven with ea shout of the archangel and the trump of Gods and of the wicked's 
fearing and trembling, of their faces gathering blackness, and of their seeke 
ing refuge under the mountains, and of their calling upon the rocks to hide 
then from the face of him that sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb, for the greet day of his wrath has come, and who shall. be able 
to stand? 


All this mass of important intelligence, together with the finel 
end of all thrones, and dominions, and principalities, and powers, and govern= 
ments, which nothing else but Revelation could make known, (for Science, with 
all her powers, could never declare it; neither could Philosophy, with ail 
her utmost streteh, reach it), we obtain by our holy religion; for this is 
her province; it is the theatre mere she scts; it is the business we have 
for her; it is to tell us things which nothing else could tell; it is to fill 
us ith thot kind of wisdom which cometh dom from above, and which elone 
is obtained by revelation, and by the powers which our holy religion confers, | 
and by nothing else. | Hindu vy 


In view, then of what we have already obtained, and of what there 
is to be obtained, we have assembled ourselves together in this remote land, 
to prepare for thet which is coming on the earth; end we have this day laid 
the corner-stones of this temple of God, and design, with as little delay as 
possible, to complete it; and to rear up to the name of our God, in this city, 
Fer West, a house which shell be a house of God, where all the sciences, lan- 
guages, eto., which are taught,in.our country, in schools of the highest order, 
shall be taught; sand the object is, to have it on a plan accessible to all 
classes, the poor as well as the richk that all persons in our mbdst may have 
an opporrunity to educate their chiiGreu, both male and female, to any extent 
they please, so that all the talents in our midst may be celled forth, in 
order that we may aveil ourselves of all the means God. puts into our hands, 
and put into the power of all, to deliver themselves from the impositions 
and frauds which are practising upon the more illiterate part of the com= 
munity, by those who have had superior advantages, or as far, et least, as 
learning can go to obtain this object. 


One part of the house shell be set epart for a place of worship, 
where we shall invoke our God for revelations, when we have gone as fer as 
human skill can carry us, that by revelations, visions, etc., we may fill . 
the vacuun still left, after science and philosophy have done all they can 
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doz so that we may have that understanding and that widsom which brings 
Salvation, end that knowledge which is unto eternal life. That whether 
there are wars, or famines, or pestilences, or earthquakes, or distress of 
nations, or whatever may come according to the purposes of our God, that 
we may know it beforehand, and be prepared for it, so that none of these 
things shell overtake us as a thief in the night; and while we are enjoy-. 
ing peace and safety, sudden destruction come upon use i The Savious of the 
world himself, while he was here with his disciples, said, thet as it was 

in the days of Noah, so should it be at the coming of the Son of Man; they 
were eating and drinking, they were marrying and &1ving in marriage, and 
knew not until the flood eame and Swept them all aways-«so shall it be at 
the coming of the Son of Man. And Paul declared to the saints of his aay, 
that the people are crying peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, and they shall not escape: and that wicked men and seducers would 
wax worse and worse, deceiving end being deceived. "They will," Says Peter, 
“say, Where is the promise of his coming? For, since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation." Such 
is to be the state of the world, and the most important period in the exis- 
tance of man's earthly residence. 


The description given by Isaiah is tremendous in the extrene:<- 
“Behold? the Lord maketh the earth sapty, and maketh it waste, and turneth 
it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitatants thereof: and it shall 
be as with the people, so with the priest; md with the servant, so with 
the master; as with the maid, so with the mistress; es with the buyer, so 
with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the 
taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him; the land shall be utterly 
enpties and utterly spoiled; for the Lord hath spoken this wrde The earth 
is also defiled under the inhabitants, therefore be broken the everlasting 
covenant; therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell 
therein are desolate; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, 
and few men lefts The prophet Malachi, describing the same scene and the 
Same period of calamity, says-="For, beholdl the day cometh that shall burn 
aS an over, and all the proud, and all that do wiekedly, shall be stubble, 
and the day that Cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that 
it shall leave then neither root nor branch." The psalmist warning also, 
wien he says--"The mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and called the 
serth from the rising of the sum to the going dow thereof, and of Zion, 
the perfection of beauty, God hath shinede Our God shall come, and shall 
not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, end it shall be very ten- 
pestuous round about him. He shall call to the heavens from above end to 
the earth (that he may judge his people), "Gather my saints together unto 
me: those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice, and the heavens 
shall declaré his righteousness, for God is judge himselfi 


Having, then, knowledge of these things, end the voice of God 
being unto us to meet together, and make a covenant with our God by sace 
rifice, we have given heed thereunto, and are here this day as witnesses 
For God, that he has not spoken in vain, neither has he said in vain. But 
the day and hour of his judgment sleepeth not, neither do they slumber; 
and whether menbelieve, or do not believe, it alters not the word which 
God has caused to be spoken, but come it must and come it will, and that 
to their astonishment, the confusion and the dismay of thousands who believe 
not; neither will they regard, wntil overtaken by it as a thief in the night, 
end sudden destruction come upon them, and there be none to deliver. > Knowe 
ing, therefore, the terrors of the Lord, we warn our fellow men, not only 
by precept, but example also, by leaving our former house, to wiich we were 
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bound by the strongest ties, suffering a sacrifice of the greatest share of 
our earthly possessions. Meany of us, in times past, were rich; but for 
Jesus’ sake, and the command of our God, we have become poor; as He (Christ) 
became poor for our sakes, so, in like manner, we follow his example, and 
become poor for his sake. And as Moses left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king, and refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of. God than enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season, having respedt to the recompense of reward--so do we, 
We choose to suffer affliction with the people of God, rather than enjoy the 
flatteries of the world for a season. It is not because we cannot, if we 
were so disposed, enjoy both the honors and flatteries of the world, but we 
have voluntarily offered then in sacrifice, and the riches of the world also, 
for amore durable substance. Our God has promised us a reward of eternal 
inheritance, and we have believed his promise; and though we wade through 
great tribulations, we are in nothing discouraged, for we know He that has 
promised is faithful. The promise is sure, and the reward is certain. It 
is because of this, that we have taken the spoiling of our goods. \ Our cheeks > 
have been given to the smiters, and our heads to those who have plucked off | 
the hair. we have not only, when smitten on one cheek, turned the other, but j 
we have done it again and again, until we are wearied of being smitten, and 
tired of being trampled upone We have proved the wrld with kindness; we 

have suffered their abuse without cause, with patience, and have endured 
without resentment, until this day, and still their persecutions and violence | 
does not cease. But, from this day and this hour, we will suffer it no mOres 
We take God and all the holy angels to witness, this day, that we warn all 

men, in the neme of Jesus Christ, to come on us no more for ever; for, from 
this hour, we will bear it no more: our rights shall no more be trampled on 
with impunity; the man, or the set of men, who attenpts it, does it at the 
expense of their lives, And that mob that comes on us to disturb us, it 

Shall be between us and then a war of extermination; for we will follow then 
till the lest drop of their blood is Spilled, or else they will have to 
exterminate us; for we will carry the seat of war to their own houses and 
their own families, and one party or the other shall be utterly destroyed. 
Remember it, then, all men? We will never be the aggressors--we will infringe 
on the rights of no people, but shall stand for our own until death, . 


_ We claim our ow rights, and are willing that all others shall enjoy — 
theirs. iio man shall be at liberty to come into our streets, to threaten us 
with mobs, for, if he does, he shall atone for it before he leaves the place; 
neither shall he be at liberty to vilify and slander any of us, for suffer | 
it we will not in this place. We, therefore, take all men to record this day, 
that we proclaim our liberty this day, as did our fathers; and we pledge, 
this day, to one another, our fortunes, our lives, and our sacred honors, to 
be delivered from the persecutions which we have had to endure for the last 
nine years, or nearly that time. Neither will we indulge any man, or set of 
men, in instituting vexatious lew-suits against us, to cheat us out of our 
rights: if they attempt it, we Say woe be unto them! We this day, then, pro- 
claim ourselves free, with a purpose and a determination that never ean be 
broken,--"No, never! no, never 2! mo, never })j" 


(Frua Hunt's Mormonism, Etce, ppe 167-180. A copy of this oration 
is at the Chicago Historical Society in its original pamphlet form.) 
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APPENDIX VIII 


) Rigdon predicts that a Great War shall begin in America and not end 
until the return of Jesus. This was uttered in 1845. 


"The great question at issue is, what circumstances are to immediate- 
ly precede the coming of the Savior. This question, we think is forever 
settled with as much certainty as the fact of his coming can bee So false 
prophets may scoff, and ignorant corrupters laugh, but after all their folly; 
if ever the Savior comes it will be after great battles are fought, and while 
bloody conflicts are desolating the world. These scenes, which ere of such 
weighty importance as to call forth the energies of prophets and apostles for 
a series of years, amounting in number to thousands. Indeed, all the prophets 
and apostles that God ever inspired in this world have Spoken of these things, 
as things of the most eternal consequence of any others that have or ever 
will transpire on this globe, and can only be terminated by the personal 
interference of the Son of God himself, must have a place and a time of 
beginning, and we have ventured and will now venture a prediction in relation 
to them. That is, that these last of wars, that will never end until the 
Savior comes will commence on this continent, and in the bosom of this republic; - 
end that the seeds of the disunion out of which they will grow are now sown. , 
This nation will, at a period now future, divide into parties, and these 
parties will go to war one with the other, and increase in violence until the 
governnent, will lose its power, and the country be a scene of confusion and 
bloodshed, Party against party, and district against district, util all 
peace and good order will depart to return no more until the God of heaven 
Shall take the power into his own hands. This republic has a nation laying 
on her western border, with vhon no very good feelings exist, and that nation 
only wants an apportunity to avenge themselves of injuries they claim to have 
Sustained. In additiong there is yet another nation of colored people in the 
South, who would gladly deliver thenselves fron their present condition. 

To a careful reader of the prophecies, there is evidently some things said 
which seem to suit the conditions of these two nations, and nome others. In 
Micah 5:8, we havethe following Saying: ‘And the remnant of Jacob shall be 
among the Gentiles, in the midst of many people, as a lion among the beasts 
of the forest, as a young lion anong the flocks of sheep: who, if he go 
through, both treadeth down and teareth in pieces, and none can delivere'es: 
When then shall these sayings of the prophets be fulfilled; and who are the 
people anong whom a remnant of Jacob shall go and lay waste and none be able 
to deliver out of their hands. The Book of Mormon says this remnant of Jacob 
are the Indians on our western border, but merely states the fact without 
making known any of the circumstances under which it is to be done. In 
relation to this matter we venture the prediction that those western natives 
as they are called, will fulfill this prophecy, and that on the inhabitants 
of this republic to the letter, and at a time when this nation has no power 
to deliver herself. At a time when she has ruined herself with her intestine 
broils, and when party is raised and at war with party, and there will be none 
to deliver out of their hands... We agein say that the prophecy of Zechariah 
concerning the slaves will be fulfilled on this republic, and that during the 
times of the political contentions that shall make this nation a scene of blood. 
The slaves in the south will rise in their strength, and their masters will 
fall a prey to them, and they will unite with the Indiens, and no power will 
be able to deliver out of their hands till the Lord shall cause then to be 
subdued unto himself. And thus shall the wars begin, that shall never cease 
until the Savior comes. From this nation they will spread smong all the 
nations of the earth, and rage from nation to nation and from kingdom to 
kingdom until all nations shall be gathered to Jerusalen according to the 
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words of the prophets, and fight the decisive battle called by Ezekiel the 
battle of Gog and Magog, at which time the Savior will come. It is in view 

of these events that the Lord commands us to organize his kingdom, thet through 
that he may collect together his saints from one end of heaven to the other 
before and during the time of these desolations, decreed upon the whole earth 
ess Such are a few of the events, in view of which we are organizing the 
Kingdom of God, as directed by the reveletion of Jesus Christ. (Signed) 

Sidney Rigdon.” 


(From Messenger and Advocate, 1845, pps 114-15, ) 


APPENDIX IX 


Rigdon wrote the following letter to the Boston Journal, denying that 
he had anything to do with the authorship of the Book of Hornon. 
Seeinieedieetithiedee meer 


Gommerce, May 27, 1839, 


I see a letter signed by somebody calling herself Matilde Davison, pretending 
to give the origin of Mormonism, as she is pleased to call it, by relating a 
moonshine story about a certein Solomon Spaulding, a creature with the knowe 
ledge of whose earthly existence I am entirely indebted to this production; 


existence; and all I now know about his character is the opinion I form fron 
what is attributed to his wife, in obtruding my neme upon the public in the 


lieve that I had knowledge of the ignorant, and, according to her own testi- 
mony, the lying seribblings of her deceased husband; for if her testimony is 
to be credited, her vious husband, in his lifetime, wrote a bundle of lies, 
for the righteous prupose of getting money. How many lies he had told for 
the seme purpose while he was preaching, she had not so kindly informed us; 
but we are at liberty to draw our own conclusions, for he that would write 
lies to get money, would also preach lies for the same objeots This being 
the only information which 1 have, or ever had, on the said Rev. Solonon 
Spaulding, I, of necessity, have but a very light opinion of him as a gentle- 
man, a scholar, or a man of piety; for had he had either, he certainly would 
have taught his pious wife not to lie, nor unite herself with adulterers, 
liars, and the basests of mankind, 


it is only necessary to Say, in relation to the whole story about 
Spaulding's writings being in the hands of Mr. Patterson, who was in Pitts- 
burg, aud who is said to have kept a printing office, and my saying that I 
Was concerned in the said office, eto., ete., is the most base of lies, 
without even the shadow of truth. There was no man by the name of Patterson, 
during my residence at Pittsburg, who had a printing office; what might have 
been before I lived there I know not. Hr. Robert Patterson, I was told, 
had owned a printing office before I lived in that city, but had been 
unfortunate in business, and failed before my residence there. This Mr, 
Patterson, who was a Presbyterian preacher, I hed a very slight acquaintance 
with during my residence in Pittsburgh. He was then acting under an agency, 
in the book and stationery business, and was the owner of no property of any 
kind, printing office or anything else, during the time I resided in the City. 
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| If I were to say thet I ever heard of the Rev. Solomon Spaulding 
and his hopeful wife, until Dr. P, Hurlbut wrote his lie about me, I should 
be a liar like unto thenselves. Why was not the testimony of Mr, Patterson 
obtained to give force to this Shameful tale of lie s? The only reason is, 
that he was not a fit tool for then to work with; he would not lie for then, 
for if he were called on he would testify to what I have here said, 

Let me here, Gentlemen, give a history of this Dr. P. Hurlbut and 
nis associates, who aided in getting up and propagating this batch of lies. 

I have seen and heard, at one time and another, by the persecutors 
and haters of the truth, a great deal about the eninent physician Dr, 

Hurlbute I never thought the matter worthy of notice, nor probably ever 
should, had it not made its appearance in your paper, or some one of equal 
respectability. And I believe, gentlemen, had you known the whole history 
of this budget of lies, it would never have found a place in your paper. But 
to my history. 

This seid Doctor was never a physician at any time, nor anything 
else but a base ruffian, He was the sementh son, and his parents called 
him Doctor; it was his name, and not the title of his profession. 

He once belonged to the Methodist Chureh, and was excluded for 
immoralities. He afterwards imposed himself on the church of Latter-Day 
Saints, and was excluded for using obscene language to a young lady, a 
menber of the said church, who resented his insult with indignation, which 
became both her character and profession, 

After his exelusion he swore--for he was vilely profane--that he 
would have revenge, and Commenced his work, He soon found assistance; 9 
pious old deacon of the Campbellite Church, by the name of Onis Clapp, and 
his two sons, Thomas Jd, Clapp and Metthew S$, Clapp, both Campbellite preach- 
ers, abetted end assisted by another Campbellite preacher by the neme of 
Adamson Bentley. Hurlbut went to work, ¢atering lies for the companys 
Before Hurlbut got through, his conduet became so scandalous that the company 
utterly refused to let his name 6° out with the lies he had collected, and 
which he and his associates had made, they therefore substituted the neme 
of Be De Howe. The change, however, was not much better. There were scandalous 
immoralities about the Howe femily of so black a character that they had 
nothing to lose, and becane goed tools for this holy company to work with. 

A men of character would never have put his name to a work which Hurlbut wes 
Sonserned ins But while Hurlbut was busily employed in the service of the 
Sompany old Deacon Clapp was employed in taking care of his wife. How many 
others of the Company sided in this business must be left to futurity to 
disclose. At @ certain time, Hurlbut being out till a late hour in the night, 
returned to his house, and in going to his bed-room where his wife was, behold, 
and lol there was the pious old deacon, either in bed with his wife or at the 
side of it. He had a five doller bank note in his hand, and his dress was 
rather light to suit the Doctor's taste, and he was not quite as well off as 
was Aaron when he offered sacrifice, not even having on a peir of "linen 
breeches." Hurlbut laid hold of him and called for help, which soon came 

to his assistance, The pious old deacon was erreigned before a justice of 
peace, end was on the eve of being bound over for his appearance to the county 
court, when, to put an end to the evils which might result from his pious care 
of Mrs. Hurlbut, he kindly offered a yoke of oxen and a hundred dollars. This 
Was accepted. Hurlbut took his wife, and left the country forthwith; end the 
pious old deacon and his Sons, and the good Mr. Bentley, sre left to wear out 
the shame of their great effort to destroy the character of innocent men whom 
they never dare meet in argument. The tale in your paper is one hatched up 

by this gang before the time of their explosion. 
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It has always been a source of no ordinary satisfaction to me to 
know that my enemies have no better weapon to use efainst me, or the cause 
in which I em engaged, than ties; for if they had any better they would certeaineg 
ly use thease I must confess, however, that there is some consistency in our 
persecutors, for as truth can never destroy truth, it would be in vain for 
our persecutors to use truth against us, for this would only build us up; this 
they seem to mow, and ley hold of the only available means they have, which 
are lies; and this indeed is the only weapon which can be, or ever hes been, 
used egainst the truth. As our persecutors are endeavoring to stop the 
progress of truth, I must confess that they act with a degree of consistency 
in the choice of means, namely, lies; but if truth would de it, they would 
surely not have recourse to lies. 

In order to give character to their lies, they dress them up with 
a great deal of piety: for a pious lie, you know, has a greet deal more 
influence with an ignorant people, than a profane one. Hence their lies 
Game Signed by the pious wife of a pious deceased priest. However, his last 
act of piety seems to have been to write a bundle of lies, themselves being 
witnesses; but then his great piety sancties them, and lies become holy things 
in the hends of such excessive piety, particularly when they are greced with 
@ few keverends; but the days have gone by when people are to be deceived 
by these false glossings of Reverend's canctions; the intelligent pert of thk 
communities of all parts of the country, know that Reverends are not more 
notorious for truth than their neighbours. 

The only reason why I am assailed by lies is, that my opposers dare 
not adventure on argunent, knowing that if they do they fall, They try, 
therefore, to keep the public fron investigating, by publishing end circulate 
ing falsehoods, This I consider a high encomium on both myself and the 
cause I defend. Respectfully, 


Se Rigdon 


(The above is taken from Chandler's The Mormons, or Letter-?D 
Saints: A Contemporary History. London, 18517 ppe is 
frequently referred to in Mormon and non-Mormon literature, but one seldom 
finds the whole of it.) 








APPENDIX X 


; Letter written by Rigdon in 1873+-three years before his death. 
(See Linn, ps» 320.) 


One person succeeded in drawiag out from Rigdon in his later years 
a few words on his relationswith the Mormon Chureh. This was Charles Le 
Woodward, a New York bookseller, who some yeers ego made an importent collect- 
don of Mormon literature. While making this collection he sent an inguiry 
to Rigdon, end received a reply, dated May 25, 187%. After apologizing for 
his hendwriting on account of his age and paralysis, the letter says:-- 


We know nothing about the people called Mormons now. The Lord 
notified us that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter~Day Saints were going 
to be destroyed, and for us to leave. We did so, end the Smiths were killed 
a few days after we started, Since that, I have had no connection with any 
of the people who sid and built up to thenselves churches, and chose to 
themselves leaders such as they chose, and then fremed their own religions 
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fhe Church of Latter-Day Saints hed three books that they acknowledged 
as Canonical, the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the Commanduents, For the 
existence of that church there haa to be & revelater one who received the 
wore of the Lord; a Spokesman, one inspiréd of God to expound ai revelation, 
So that the chureh might all be of one faith, Without these two men the Church 
of Latter-Day Saints could not exist. This order ceased to exist, being 
overcome by the violence of armed men, by whom houses were besten down by 
cannon which the assalents had furnished themselves with, 

Thus ended the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and it 
never Gan move again till the Loré inspires men and women to believe it. All 
the societies and assenblies of men collected together since then is not the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, nor never can there be such « 
church till the Lord moves it by his own power, as he did the firste 

Should you fall in with one who was of the Church (of) Christ, 
though now of advanced age, you will find one deep red in the revelations 
of heaven. But many of them are dead, and many of then heve turned away, 

So thers are few left. 

I have @ Manuscript peper in my possession, written with my own 
hands while in my 80th year, but I am too poor to do anything with it; and 
therefore it must remain where it (is). During the Sreat fight of affliction 
I have had, I have lost ali my property, but I strugele along in poverty 
to which I sm consigned. I have finished 11 I feel necessary to write. 


Respectfully, 
Simmey Rizdon 
(Footnote reads: The original of this letter is in the collection 
of Mormon literature in the Nex York Public Library. An effort to learn from 


Rigdon's descendants Something about the manuscript paper referred to by him 
has failed.) 
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of Mormonism, ppe 429-30.) 


For an exhaustive bibliography on Mormonism the reader is directed 
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Werner, Brigham Young, pp. 463-69; He ie Bancroft, History of Utah, pope 
xxi-xlviii. | 


The list of books, pamphlets and articles found below are important 
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